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Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community
October 11, 2026 - 10:30 am

October 11, 2026 20th Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism. Our regular
Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am JAM Sunday School
10:30 am Late Worship
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’'RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

NURSERY You are welcome to sit with your child downstairs as
needed. A diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom
in the basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am

Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin
Ringing of the Bell

Opening Hymn “How Marvelous God’s Greatness” No. 830

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity (-+) one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth.
C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us
confess our sin.

(Silence is kept for reflection)
P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts
back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the
way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ()
Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this
healing gift of grace.

C: Amen.

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.
(Passing of the Peace which concludes by singing the Doxology:)
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Praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; Praise Fa-ther,Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
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Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before

all peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call us
again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just,
and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Children’s Message

Introduction

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God
will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great
banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to
others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid
anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which
surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of
the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation

with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the
prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in
ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will
be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of
salvation.

%0On this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,

4



of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
"And he will destroy on this mountain

the shroud that is cast over all peoples,

the sheet that is spread over all nations;

*he will swallow up death forever.

Then the Lord Gop will wipe away the tears from all faces,

and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,

for the LORD has spoken.
°It will be said on that day,

See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.

This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23 (congregation responds in BOLD)

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
? he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
> You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on
the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the
circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and
minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem
peaceful.

"My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in thlS way, my beloved *Turge Euodia and I urge
Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. * Yes, and I ask you also, my
loyal companion, help these women, for they have stmggled beside me in
the work of the gospel, together w1th Clement and the rest of my
coworkers, whose names are in the book of life. *Rejoice in the Lord
always; again I will say, Rejoice. * Let your gentleness
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and suppl1cat1on with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. ” And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your rmnds in
Christ Jesus.

¥ Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. * As for the things that you have learned
and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace
will be with you.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse - (sung by the congregation)
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, Chapter 22.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are
available to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly.

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: * “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. *He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the Weddmg
banquet, but they would not come. *Again he sent other slaves, saying,
‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dmner my
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
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come to the wedding banquet.” *But they made light of it and went away,
one to his farm, another to his busmess Swhile the rest seized his slaves,
mistreated them, and killed them. "The king was enraged He sent his
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. *Then he said to
his slaves, ‘The weddlng is ready, but those invited were not worthy. *Go
therefore 1nto the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.” "*Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom
the}/ found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing a wedding robe, '*and he said to him, ‘Friend, how
did you get 1n here without a Weddlng robe?’” And he was
speechless. “Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot,
and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be Weeplng and
gnashing of teeth.” "*For many are called but few are chosen.”

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn “Come, Let Us Eat” No. 491

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)

P: Hear us, O Lord,
C: your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)

The Offering

Musical Offertory “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
FSJ Chancel Choir
Jo-Anne Chrysochoos, Director

Offering Response - (sung by the congregation, as the offering
plates are brought forward to the Altar).
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not your Ho - ly Spir-it from me. Re-store to me the joy of
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Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the
hills were gathered together to become one bread, so let your
church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.
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P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father,
through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of
this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.
C: Come, eat and be satisfied.

(Please be seated)

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

*** Please be certain to fill our a communion record card then put it in
the offering plate or hand it to the usher when directed to go up to
receive the bread and wine.

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the
wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and

sustain you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Response (sung in unison)

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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Thank-ful hearts and voic - es  raise; tell ev-ry-one what God has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and bear Christ’s ho - ly name.
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922- 1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music € 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibied without permission or valid license from copyrght administrator,

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that you welcome us to
your table and satisfy our deepest hunger and thirst. By your gifts
of word and holy meal, strengthen us to take up the cross as we
go about our callings in this world, following after Jesus Christ,
our servant Lord.

C: Amen.

Blessing
P: Like children held in the arms of Jesus, receive the blessing:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you
with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and (+)
give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” No. 840

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve your neighbor with joy.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS READER
Bob Haar Bob Haar
Sherrie Haar

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley
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October 11, 2026 20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Commands and Invitations

"Come to the wedding banquet!" That can be an invitation,
but it can also be a command. Commands compel;
invitations seem more gracious. But if the wedding is in the
king's palace and the invitation is delivered by the palace
guard, the one "invited" may feel that there is little choice
but to attend, regardless of personal preference. Both
commands and invitations, in this case, can be backed up
with the power of the king (which, in Jesus' story, is the
power of God).

If we are commanded to come to the wedding, we
may attend only because we have to. An invitation gives us
the freedom to attend because we want to. What parts of
your life are shaped by commands? What parts are shaped by
invitations? How do you respond to each? What are the true
intentions of your heart? These are questions that this day's
readings extend for our consideration. So much is at stake
when the authority behind the summons is God!

How much of your spiritual life is shaped by a have
to? Where in your life with God do you live out of a want to?
Perhaps more importantly, how might we turn our have to's
into want to's?

The solution to that challenge comes as we live by
grace--God's invitation given without regard to our own
worthiness. God is not compelled to invite us to the banquet,
but we have received an invitation nonetheless. It is as real
as our baptism into Christ's body, the church. It is spoken
through the scriptures. It is repeated in the bread and cup
freely extended "for you." Never take that invitation for
granted! Just because grace is free doesn't mean it's cheap.
This is really some invitation! How will you respond?




