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August 9, 2026

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer
months we offer one service. Holy Communion will be celebrated
every Sunday throughout the Summer.

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost

9:00 am Worship

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www.firststjiohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’'RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

NURSERY is not monitored during the summer months but you are
welcome to sit with your child downstair as needed. A diaper
changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the basement of
the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am

Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin
Ringing of the Bell

Opening Hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” No. 756

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, whose compassion
endures forever.
C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

-

: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in
God’s love.

: Amen.

C
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.
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You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within

us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair,
deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the
faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but
in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm
on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, itis I; do
not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of
scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God
grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence
to others.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of
God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in
“sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer.
Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two
men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

? At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night
there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” '"He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars,
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking
my life, to take it away.”

""He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord
is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not
in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake; 2and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire;
and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. *When Elijah heard it, he wrapped
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '*He
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answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.” '*Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. '®Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and
you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place. ""Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and
whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '*Yet I w111 leave
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every
mouth that has not kissed him.”

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13 (congregation responds in BOLD)

¥ Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to those who turn
to him in their hearts.

? Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory
may dwell in our land.

1 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will
kiss each other.

! Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will
look down from the sky.

12 The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.

nghteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It
is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This
proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian
proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

*Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” *But the rlghteousness that
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) "“or ‘Who w111 descend into the
abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). *But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we procla1m) *because if you confess with your
lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. '°For one believes with the heart and so is Justlﬁed
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved '"The scripture says, “No
one who believes in him will be put to shame.” *For there is no distinction
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between Jew and Greek the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all
who call on him. "*For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.”

"“But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they
to hear without someone to proclaim him? '>And how are they to proclaim him
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!”

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, Chapter 14.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,”
who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus

comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time
of fear and doubt.

[ Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side
[of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.**And after he had
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, **but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was agalnst them >And early in
the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. **But when the disciples
saw him walklng on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And
they cried out in fear. *’But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

2peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on
the water.” *’He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on
the water, and came toward Jesus. *’But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
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*! Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You

of little faith, why did you doubt?” **When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. **And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son
of God.”

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn  “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” No. 763

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us, O Lord,
C: your mercy is great.

The Offering

Offertory Music Dr. Anthony Pattin

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs
forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous
with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in
service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.
: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

OU O OT1T

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

G
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless-ed is he who

0 — i

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.



P: Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of
this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.
C: Come, eat and be satisfied.

(Please be seated)

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

*** Please be certain to fill our a communion record card then put it in
the offering plate or hand it to the usher when directed to go up to
receive the bread and wine.

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the
wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
sustain you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we
pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Blessing
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things

into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit,
whose breath sustains creation, (+) bless you now and always.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” No. 774

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Kevin Ruedy
Mike Winslow

READER
Susie Purewal

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY

Please purchase full size items.

dish soap shampoo, child disposable razors
paper towel laundry soap toothbrush, adult
toilet paper fabric softener sheets toothpaste, adult
tissues body lotion sanitary pads
deodorant body soap band aids

shampoo, adult

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our
congregation members.

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo
line.
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August 9,2026  ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Take Heart!

Everyone experiences challenges along life's path. A loving
couple, eager to have children, suffers yet another miscarriage. A
high school track star discovers she has a life-threatening heart
defect and struggles to take it easy. A promising corporate
manager receives a lay-off notice instead of the promotion he had
been expecting. The neighborhood's favorite grandma decides she
must sell her home of forty years and move into an assisted living
facility.

When storms assail us, it is easy to lose heart. We yearn to
understand: "Why is this happening to us?" We grieve the loss of
dreams: "Will I ever feel such joy again?" We are filled with self-
doubt: "What could I have done wrong?" We do battle with a
sense of dread: "What's going to happen to me now?"

When Jesus' disciples were buffeted by wind and wave,
Jesus stretched out his hand and reassured them with a grace-filled
command: "Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid." He came to them
in their terror and restored their faith.

Jesus walks with us on our journey, too, offering comfort,
strength, and hope. He takes his place beside us as we are
drenched in the waters of baptism. He shadows us, step by step, as
we fulfill our roles in the family of God--pointing the way,
steadying us when we stumble, nourishing us, quenching our
thirst. He invites to his table: "Take and eat; take and drink."

"Take heart, it is I," he announces. Fear vanishes. Sorrow
fades. Forgiveness flourishes. Grace envelops us. Faith rains down
on us.

However rocky our path, however weary we become, we
can count on Jesus to be with us. He endured storms more violent
than we can even imagine, but through the wind and waves his
voice breaks through: "Take heart, it is I."




