
 

12  

July 12, 2026            SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 
 

Rooting Hope 
 
 
 

 Before the seed, so small in our hand and seemingly 
inconsequential, before the planting, before the watering and the 
weeding--first comes hope. Planting a seed, even with measured 
expectation, is an act of hope. To begin we might remember past 
growing seasons, some disappointing and others bountiful. We 
might also imagine the harvest this time: envisioning what will be 
eaten fresh, what produce will be preserved, and who will share our 
table and abundance. No matter the claims in the catalog or on the 
package, or how much we've worked and amended the soil in 
preparation: in sowing seeds we nurture hope before we nurture 
plants. 
 Perhaps you have recently harvested hope in the form of 
flavorful cherry tomatoes or crunchy-tender green beans. Picked 
from a large garden plot or a pot on the balcony, you have seen the 
result of enough clement weather, fertile soil, clean water, good 
seed, and care acting together to produce bounty. Through such 
daily activities we taste God's grace, and know mercy. God fulfills 
God's promises--consider the gift of Jesus! Our hope can flourish 
one hundredfold with God's gracious care. 
 Today God's word comes to us like provident rain, watering 
the earth, "making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater" (Is. 55:10). While we listen, God's 
promises are sown in us. God promises to provide for our earthly 
needs, to redeem us from sin, and to send us the Holy Spirit. As we 
hear this good news, may the seed of hope planted in us, watered 
by baptism in Christ and nurtured in this community of faith, grow 
vigorously and send down strong roots. 
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July 12, 2026                               Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer one service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
     9:00 am       Worship 
 

         
Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Smile! You’re On Camera: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Important Reminder: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Nursery  is not monitored during the summer months but you are 
welcome to sit with your child downstair as needed. A diaper 
changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the basement of 
the church.  
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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**** 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
 

ELDERS 
Ted Hagedorn 
Jeff Smith 
 
READER 
Lisa Anderson 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Andy Hodges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
  
 
  



 

10 

 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine. 
 
          (After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we 
pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things 
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, 
whose breath sustains creation, (+) bless you now and always. 
C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn         “On What Has Now Been Sown”          No. 550 
 

  
 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                                                      Nancy Russell                                   
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

Prelude                                                                         Nancy Russell 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
  
Opening Hymn        “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”         No. 533 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion 
endures forever.  

C: Amen 
 
P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
    
                         Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Compassionate God,  
 

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to 
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.  

 
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 
God’s love.  

C: Amen.  
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
 

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:  

 
                           “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”              No. 857 

  

“Lord I lift your name on high; 
Lord I love to sing your praises, 

I’m so glad you’re in my life, 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 
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You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high.” 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you 
 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the 
seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, 
live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.                                                                                         

(Please be seated) 
 

Announcements 
 
 
Introduction 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth 
vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed 
indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even 
from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a 
harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we 
may bear fruit in the world. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13  

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing 
precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by 
singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
   making it bring forth and sprout,  
    giving seed to the sower and bread to  the eater, 
  11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
  the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
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P:   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took    
 bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

 
P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of 
this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   

 

Invitation to Communion  

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
C: Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

(Please be seated)  

 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 
 

*** Please be certain to fill our a communion record card then put it in 
the offering plate or hand it to the usher when directed to go up to 
receive the bread and wine. 
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Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 

P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

 

The Offering  
 
Offertory Music                                  Nancy Russell 

        

Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs     
forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous 
with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in 
service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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  and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 65:1-8 
 

1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
 2To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are stronger than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell   
 there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness    
 of your temple.  
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our 
 salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
 6You make firm the mountains by your power; 
  you are girded about with might. 
 7You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your 
 marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11  
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to 
accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from 
its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and 
values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 
 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 
the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by 
the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set 
the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God. 
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 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 
in you. 
 
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

Gospel Announcement 
 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, Chapter 13. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s 
word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces 
different results in those who hear. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell 
on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since 
they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone 
with ears listen!” 
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18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 
in another thirty.” 

  
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated)  

 
 
SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl 
     
Sermon Hymn     “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”       No. 510                  

 
 
 

 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 


