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May 31, 2026                                                            The Holy Trinity 

 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer one service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
     9:00 am       Worship 
 
         
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ  is not monitored during the summer months but you are 
welcome to sit with your child downstair as needed. A diaper 
changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the basement of 
the church.  
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

Prelude                                                                  Dr. Anthony Pattin 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
  
Opening Hymn    “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”     No. 413 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion 
endures forever.  

C: Amen 
 
P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
    
                         Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Compassionate God,  
 

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to 
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.  

 
P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 
God’s love.  

C: Amen.  
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
 
The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:  

 
                           “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”              No. 857 

  

“Lord I lift your name on high; 
Lord I love to sing your praises, 

I’m so glad you’re in my life, 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 

 

4 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high.” 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, 

eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic  
    One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all 

adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live 
in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C: Amen.                                                                                         
(Please be seated) 

 
Announcements   
Introduction 
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second 
reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his 
disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the 
heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made 
known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. 
We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, 
as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear 
witness to our faith.  
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a  
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God 
the life-giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all 
this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day.  
 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was 
complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.    
     6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated 
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the second day.    
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    9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land 
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed 
in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed 
of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the 
third day.    
     14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 
day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to 
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set 
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 
day.   
     20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and 
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the 
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.   
     24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it 
was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle 
of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good.   
     26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our 
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  
27 So God created humans in his image,  in the image of God he created them;   
male and female he created them. 
     28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”  
29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the 
face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them 
for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day.   
     2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude.  
2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh 
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day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had 
done in creation. 4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created.  
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 8 
1 O Lord our Lord,   
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of   

infants and children;    
    you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and   

avenger.  
3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,    
    the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,  
4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,    
    human beings that you should care for them?  
5 Yet you have made them little less than divine;    
    with glory and honor you crown them.  
6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands;    
    you have put all things under their feet:  
7 all flocks and cattle,    
   even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,    
     and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.  
9 O Lord our Lord,    
     how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian 
fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and 
the Spirit’s partnership.  
 
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my 
appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.   
13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.  
 
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
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Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, Chapter 28. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and 
commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted.  
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 
 
SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl 
     
Sermon Hymn         “God, Whose Almighty Word”               No. 673                  

 
 
 

 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

 

The Offering  
 
Offertory Music                            Dr. Anthony Pattin 
        
Offering Prayer 
P: Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs     

forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous 
with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in 
service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P:   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took    
 bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

 
P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of 
this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   

Invitation to Communion  

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
C: Come, eat and be satisfied. 
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(Please be seated)  
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 
 
*** Please be certain to fill our a Communion Record Card then put it in 
the Offering plate or hand it to the Usher when directed to go up to 
receive the Bread and Wine. 
 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine. 
          (After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we 
pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things 
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, 
whose breath sustains creation, (+) bless you now and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn       “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”        No. 414 
   
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                             Dr. Anthony Pattin                                   
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**** 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
 

ELDERS 
Kevin Ruedy 
Mike Winslow 
 
READER 
Toni Wilbarger 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Andy Hodges 
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May 31, 2026                                                 THE HOLY TRINITY 

 
 
 

Never Alone 
 
 

 
 

In what do we put our faith? Whom can we trust? Sometimes it's 
hard to say. Doctors and scientists? Government officials and 
law enforcement? Friends and family? The answer is probably, 
"It depends." We realize that, no matter how well intentioned, 
these individuals are human and sometimes make mistakes. And 
they're not always available when we need them. 
 Jesus left his disciples with the assurance that they could 
put their trust and faith in him. As he sent them out into the 
world, he promised to offer more expert advice than scientists, 
greater protection and justice than the law, and more comfort 
and understanding than the dearest friend. 
 The disciples would need this kind of assurance to endure 
the hardships that lay ahead of them. In fact, Jesus had been 
trying to prepare them for the difficult days to come, even 
before his betrayal and crucifixion. Surely, as they looked back, 
the disciples had a better understanding of these prophetic 
words. They could also look back and recall Jesus' assurance 
that they would never be alone. 
 The Great Commission was Jesus' instruction to all 
believers, not just those present to hear the words. His words 
also provide reassurance. At every fork in the road, the 
command to share the gospel points us in the right direction. 
God has a plan for each of us, and has foreseen the difficult 
times ahead. 
 God wants us to know that no matter how difficult our 
lives become, we can trust God for guidance and comfort--even 
before we ask. God is also with the doctors, government 
officials, and family we rely on for all our earthly needs. We are 
never, ever alone. 

 
 


