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Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community
May 17,2026 - 10:30 am

May 17, 2026

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism. Our regular
Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Late Worship
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

Seventh Sunday of Easter

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooL & CATEcHIsMm JAM Sunday School (church
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the
basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am

Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin
Ringing of the Bell
Opening Hymn  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” No. 634

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and
blots out all offenses.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
: Gracious God,

O T

: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the
work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

T

: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through
faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the
righteousness of Christ. In the name of (+) Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from
the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and
gives you life and peace.

: Amen.

: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
: And also with you.

T OT O

: Let us share the peace of the Lord.
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you. Almighty God, your only Son was taken
into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for us. Receive
us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring
everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)
Announcements

Introduction

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his
followers are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be
witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze
up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence
among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We
too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the
disciples will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide
an outline of the book of Acts.

[Luke writes:] ' In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and teach until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. * After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs, apyearing to them during forty days and speaking about
the kingdom of God. " While staying with them, he ordered them not to
leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he
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said, “is what you have heard from me; * for John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

%So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” ’ He replied, “It is not
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. ® But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” * When he had said this, as they
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.

' While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly
two men in white robes stood by them. '' They said, “Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
"Let God rise up; let his enemies be scattered;
let those who hate him flee before him.
2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away;
as wax melts before the fire,
let the wicked perish before God.
3 But let the righteous be joyful;
let them exult before God;
let them be jubilant with joy.
4Sing to God; sing praises to his name;
lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds—
his name is the Lord—
be exultant before him.
> Father of orphans and protector of widows
is God in his holy habitation.
God gives the desolate a home to live in;
he leads out the prisoners to prosperity,
but the rebellious live in a parched land.
70 God, when you went out before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
% the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
? Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad;
you restored your heritage when it languished;
Y your flock found a dwelling in it;
in your goodness, O God,
you provided for the needy.

32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord.
3 O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens;
listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice.
34 Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel
and whose power is in the skies.
35 Awesome is God in his sanctuary,
the God of Israel;
he gives power and strength to his people.
Blessed be God!

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others.
Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience
disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and
guide us.

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place
among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to
you. * But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. '* If you
are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

®Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he
may exalt you in due time. ’ Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares
for you. ® Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. ° Resist
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in
all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. '° And after you
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to
his eternal glorY in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you. ' To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
Gospel Acclamation

E====c=c==———=

Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
r";! H—t T— n —a > g - m) 1
| | 1 | f 3 | . | 2 d | | 1
' ————m——
words of ¢ - ter - nal  Tife. Al-le-Tu - ja. Al-le-lu - ia
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. John, Chapter 17.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 17:1-11
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking
that those who continue his work in this world will live in unity.

! After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the
Son may glorify you, *since you have given him authority over all people,
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. * And this is eternal
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
you have sent. *I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave
me to do. > So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory
that [ had in your presence before the world existed.

%< have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. ' Now they know that everything you have given me is from you,

¥ for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have
received them and know in truth that [ came from you, and they have
believed that you sent me. ° I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on
behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because
they are yours. '° All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been
glorified in them. '' And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name
that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” No. 392

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated)

The Offering

Offertory Music Jack Schrader
FSJ Chancel Choir

Jo-Anne Chrysochoos, Director

“‘Because He Lives”

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs
forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous
with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in
service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C: Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)

P: Hear us, O Lord,
C: your mercy is great.

P: Hear us as we pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Blessing

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit,
whose breath sustains creation, (+) bless you now and always.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Crown Him with Many Crowns” No. 855

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin

skookoskok

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Kevin Ruedy
Mike Winslow

READER
Carol Haar

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley

GRADUATE RECOGNITION
SUNDAY

June 14, 2026

We will publicly acknowledge all our
graduates from high school and college at
our worship service on Sunday, June 14™. Please plan on having
vour graduate attend this service as all graduates will be

recognized. If you know of a graduate, please complete this form
and drop it in the offering plate, mail it to the church office, or email
this page to office@firststjohn.com by Monday, June 8™.

NAME OF GRADUATE

GRADUATED FROM

DEGREE EARNED

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

FUTURE PLANS (SCHOOL, WORK, ETC.):

YES, WE PLAN TO BE AT THE SERVICE:
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May 17, 2026 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY

Why the Ascension Matters

Please pu rchase full size items. Excerpted from Christianity Today, 8/20/13

, _ _ The ascension had a profound impact on the disciples. Up to the
dish soap shampoo, child disposable razors moment Jesus ascended to heaven, the disciples seemed to be
paper towel laundry soap toothbrush, adult puzzled, trying to figure it all out. But after the ascension, they

_ _ worshiped Him. They went back to Jerusalem with great joy.

toilet paper fabric softener sheets toothpaste, adult They maintained a regular presence in the temple—worshiping

; ; ; God.
tissues body lotion sanitary pads . . .

y vP At first, the disciples' reaction to Jesus' ascension may

deodorant body soap band aids catch us off guard. Jesus had just "left them." And yet they were

happy—filled with joy. Why this reaction? After all, when Jesus
told them earlier that He would soon leave them, they were
deeply disturbed.

Thus, He encouraged them by teaching them about the
ministry of the Holy Spirit. He kept them from the brink of utter
despair by saying that they were not losing Him, but that He
would be with them in a different way through His Spirit.

The ascension of Jesus produced joy because the disciples
realized what amazing benefits would come to them when Jesus

shampoo, adult

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our
congregation members.

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would

prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome returned to the F?‘t_h'er- When Jesus ascended, all the promises
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John regarding the Spirit's ministry to the disciples were about to be
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo fulfilled. The disciples accepted His ascension, for they had
line. accepted Jesus' word about the promised One to come. Their

doubts and fears were gone. They were convinced of who He
was. They knew that He died to forgive them of their sins. They
knew He was alive from the dead. In His resurrection, they had
hope in victory over death.
Joy, hope, and mission are three consistent responses of the

00 disciples to Christ's resurrection and ascension. In light of these

m two great events, we see the disciples transformed and mobilized
to follow Jesus on His mission. And we can go forward with

hope and joy because the King of the universe promises He will
never leave or forsake us. If we want to experience greater
transformation and the joy of following Jesus on mission, we
should build our confidence on the finished and sufficient work
of Jesus Christ.
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