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May 10, 2026 Sixth Sunday of Easter

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism. Our regular
Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Late Worship
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooL & CATEcHIsMm JAM Sunday School (church
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the
basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin
Ringing of the Bell

Opening Hymn “Blessing, Honor, and Glory” No. 433
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and
blots out all offenses.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the
work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through
faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the
righteousness of Christ. In the name of (+) Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from
the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and
gives you life and peace.

C: Amen.

: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
: And also with you.

O

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debft to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, 1 lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all
things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the
prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)
Announcements

Introduction

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit,
Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As
Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells
in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray
that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform
us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know
nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims the "unknown god"
whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with
Justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar
with the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as
unknown, this I proclaim to you. **The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, *’nor is he served by human hands, as though he
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needed anythlng, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. **From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and
he allotted the tlmes of their existence and the boundaries of the places where
they would live, *’so that they would search for God and perhaps gro ope for
him and find him--though indeed he is not far from each one of us. “*For 'In
him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets
have said, 'For we too are his offspring.'

*Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like
gold, or s11ver or stone, an image formed by the art and 1mag1nat10n of
mortals. * Whlle God has overlooked the tlmes of human ignorance, now he
commands all people everywhere to repent, *'because he has fixed a day on
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead."

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20
*Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
® who has kept us among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
'For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is trled
"You brought us into the net;
you laid burdens on our backs;
'2you let people ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you, have brought us out to a spacious place.
*T will come into your house with burnt offerings;
I will pay you my vows,
" those that my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.
>1 will offer to you burnt offerings of fatted calves,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
I will make an offering of bulls and goats.
' Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for me.
71 cried aloud to him,
and he was extolled with my tongue.
'8If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
' But truly God has listened;
he has heard the words of my prayer.
2 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me.
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face
of defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in
accordance with what is right.

" Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? '*But even if
you do suffer for doing what is r 5ght you are blessed. Do not fear what they
fear, and do not be intimidated, "*but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you; '°yet do it with gentleness and
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are mahgned those
who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. '"For it is
better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer
for doing evil. '"®For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the rlghteous for
the unrighteous, in order to brlng you to God. He was put to death in the flesh,
but made alive in the sp1r1t %in which also he went and made a proclamation
to the spirits in prison, **who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the bulldm% of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. *' And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you--not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an

?peal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,

authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation

E=====—c==—t——=

- ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
r"g £t — : e = g iy — — 1
L - | | | 1 | 1 | B e | .’ | o d 1 | il |
o j
)
words of e - ter - nal  Tife. Al-le-Tu - ja. Al-le-lu - ia

Gospel Announcement

P: The Gospel according to St. John, Chapter 14.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages
obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with
them forever.



[Jesus said to the d1s01ples ] "If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. '°And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. '"This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him,
because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

8T will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. °In a little while the
World will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will
live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I
in you. *'They who have my commandments and keep them are those who
love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love
them and reveal myself to them."

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn “Beautiful Savior” No. 838

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us, O Lord,
C: your mercy is great.

The Offering

Offertory Music “Seek Ye First” FSJ Chancel Choir

Jo-Anne Chrysochoos, Director

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast
love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish
the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread
and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us
to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Litany for Blessing the Quilts

Almighty and gracious God,
: you have so richly blessed us,

We pray for grateful hearts, for a humble awareness of our
abundance amid all the world’s poverty and pain.
: Lord we pray for your blessings.

We pray for the courage to give generously of our resources,
our imaginations, our time and abilities, our material wealth.
: Lord we pray for your blessings.
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We pray for confident hope, in the presence of such
overwhelming needs, to know that each offering of money,
quilts, and material resources makes a welcome difference to
others, and to you.

C: For still more, Lord, we pray.

P: We pray you would bless those who labor on our behalf through
all the work of Lutheran World Relief and other agencies which
will receive these quilts that we would uphold them with our
prayers, our encouragement, our gifts, our willingness to learn
and to invite the support of others.

C: In the name of our Lord who encouraged us to ask boldly
when we pray.

P: We dedicate these Quilts and Kits to your service, trusting that
your love will go wherever each Quilt is sent, making it more
than just a piece of material, a collection of items — making
each piece we have created an expression of love. May these
be used in your service and become blessings for all those who
receive them.



C: Lord, we know that all we possess comes from your

loving hand. Give us grace to honor you with all of our
being: draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our
imaginations, control our wills, so that we may be wholly
yours. Use us as you will, always to your glory and the
welfare of your people. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.
: And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.
: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
: It is good to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord,
holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the
cross gave salvation to all, that, where death began, there life
might be restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame,
might by a tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

ly, ho - 1y ho - ly Lord, God of pow’'r and might,
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P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of

this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death

until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come to the table.
C: Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

(Please be seated)
The Communion (distribution will be continuous)
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)
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Prayer after Communion

Let us pray: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal
that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for
the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for
all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Blessing

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit,
whose breath sustains creation, (+) bless you now and always.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” No. 380

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin

skokskok

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Sherrie Haar
Bob Haar

READER
Ross Church

SOUND BOARD
Dave Wilbarger
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Resurrection Life Across the Miles

Throughout his earthly ministry, Jesus moved toward people in
need rather than away from them. In the gospels, Jesus touches a
leper to cleanse the disease from the man's skin. He takes the
hand of a girl who has died and raises her to life again. He talks
to and then heals a man who lives among the tombs because his
disease has pushed him to the very edge of his village. No matter
what he is doing, Jesus shares his life with others, bridging the
distance in order to restore and heal them.

When we hear stories from the ministry of Jesus, we who
live so many centuries from all these events may sometimes feel
like mere spectators of other people's good fortune. Our time is
so different, and our lives are so distant from the roadways and
villages of first century Galilee.

In the gospel reading for today, Jesus makes a promise that
has to do with bridging the distance between his time and ours.
"Because I live, you also will live," he tells the disciples. His
ministry had not been merely something for spectators to admire,
but had touched real people's lives. So also his resurrection life
is not just a spectacle to ponder across the centuries, but a life to
be shared between Christ and all those for whom he died. The
hymn writer puts it well: "Not throned afar, remotely high,
untouched, unmoved by human pains, but daily, in the midst of
life, our Savior with the Father reigns" (LBW 363, st. 3).

The mystery and the hope of the resurrection is that the
Risen Christ reigns as he always has, by moving toward those
who need him. He does not shrink back from our pain, disease,
and death, but lives to bring healing and restoration in the midst
of it, just as he did throughout his ministry. Because he lives, we
also will live.




