April 26, 2026 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

The Security of an Open Door

The parakeet had two favorite sentences: "More milk,
please," learned by eavesdropping on dinner table conversations
in a household with four children, and "Shut the door!" learned
from adults who couldn't seem to convince those children that
the furnace was not big enough to warm both the house and the
back yard.

In John 10, Jesus says, "I am the door" (RSV) or "I am
the gate" (NRSV). In some contexts, the image of a door or gate
might conjure up exclusion, as when we hear about gated
communities or read the sign, "authorized personnel only" on a
door. Doors and gates often exist to be shut, to keep warm air
inside in the winter or to keep some perceived danger out.

By contrast, when Jesus calls himself the gate for the
sheep, it is clear that this gate is not closed, but open. "Whoever
enters by me will be saved," Jesus says. You enter by an open
door, rather than a closed one. Furthermore, those who enter
"will come in and go out and find pasture." This gate allows the
sheep freedom to move around as well as something else sheep
need from day to day: enough to eat.

Often in public life, security is placed over against
freedom, as if our lives will be safe only if we relinquish certain
freedoms for ourselves or others. Yet Jesus doesn't require this
trade-off of those who hear his voice and follow him. Jesus is a
door that does not need to be shut to be useful. He is a gate that
offers security and freedom together. Those who enter by this
gate are saved, free, and provided for--all at the same time.
Maybe this combination is what Jesus is talking about when he
says, "I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly."
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Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'’S SERVICE
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism. Our regular
Sunday schedule is: ELDERS
John Roth
8:00 am Early Worship Bob Haar
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Sunday School READER
10:30 am Late Worship Bob Kinsey
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month) SOUND BOARD

' _ Mark Ackerman
LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service

on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooL & CATEcHIsM JAM Sunday School (church
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the
basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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Blessing

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit,
whose breath sustains creation, (+) bless you now and always.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” No. 774

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin
Ringing of the Bell
Opening Hymn  “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” No. 883

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and
blots out all offenses.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the
work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through
faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the
righteousness of Christ. In the name of (+) Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from
the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and
gives you life and peace.

C: Amen.

: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
: And also with you.
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P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray, O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name
and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your
voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.
(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is
called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ
opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and
guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he
spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go
forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to
all creation.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s
sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God'’s
people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares
what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.

*2 [ The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
** Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. ** All who believed were together and had all things
4

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come to the table.
C: Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

(Please be seated)
The Communion (distribution will be continuous)
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal
that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us
for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for
all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.




P:

The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
: Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is good to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy
Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the cross
gave salvation to all, that, where death began, there life might be
restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a
tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of
this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

in common; * they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. * Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, * praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23

" The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
? He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
> You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
%Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience
difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as
the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid
adversity.

"1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain
while suffering unjustly. 2° If you endure when you are beaten for doing
wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for
it, this is a commendable thing before God. *' For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
should follow in his steps. **“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in
his mouth.” > When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered,
he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ** He
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we
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might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. *° For you
were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement

P: The Gospel according to St. John, Chapter 10.
C: Gilory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about
spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thlef and a bandit. > The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. * The gatekeeper opens the gate
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them,
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. ° They will not follow
a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” ° Jesus used this ﬁgure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

’So agaln Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. ® All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. ° I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will
come in and go out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn “The Lord’s My Shepherd” No. 778

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us, O Lord,
C: your mercy is great.

The Offering

Offertory Music “Bow the Knee” Tom Fettke
FSJ Chancel Choir

Nancy Russell, Guest Director

Offering Prayer

P: Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast
love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish
the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and
wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to
bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.




