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April 19, 2026                                THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 

 
 

Known at the Table 

  
 In many ways, the daily walk of those who follow Christ 
is like that of anyone else. It is filled with responsibilities to 
others, places to get to, work to be done. And it is punctuated by 
terrible losses that stop us in our tracks, as Cleopas and his 
companion were stopped on the road to Emmaus, looking sad and 
trying to understand what had happened. Much of their walk is 
spent talking and listening with a stranger along the way, all of 
them working to make sense of the senseless loss of one who was 
both a friend and "a prophet mighty in deed and word" (Luke 
24:19). 
 Something happens on the road. Later, Cleopas and his 
friend will remark, "Were not our hearts burning within us, while 
he was opening the scriptures to us?" Something happens, but 
they only know what has happened on their walk after they are 
seated at table with the stranger and he takes bread, blesses it, and 
breaks it for them. 
 Many times it is only from the perspective of the table that 
what has happened on the road makes sense. The communion 
table is identical in this respect to that table in Emmaus. We 
gather with strangers and friends. Together, we are doing the 
most everyday things: returning thanks at a meal, breaking bread, 
eating with each other. The difference is not that Jesus is here 
with us and absent elsewhere; he had been on the road with those 
two sad disciples all along. The difference is that the Risen One 
reveals himself at the table. At the table we see that in spite of so 
much evidence to the contrary, he is not lost to us, but here. Here 
we are able to see that he has been with us all along and will 
accompany us when we get up from the table and get back on the 
road. 
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April 19, 2026                                              Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism. Our regular 
Sunday schedule is: 
 

       8:00 am      Early Worship 
       9:15 am      JAM Sunday School  
       9:15 am          Adult Sunday School 
      10:30 am      Late Worship 
        2:00 pm      Chapel Communion  
     (2nd Sunday of the month) 
  
Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Smile! You’re On Camera: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Important Reminder: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Sunday School & Catechism  JAM Sunday School (church 
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at 
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.  
 
Nursery is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd 
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A 
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the 
basement of the church.  
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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____________________________________________ 
 

 

PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY 
 

Please purchase full size items. 

 
dish soap  shampoo, child disposable razors             

paper towel  laundry soap  toothbrush, adult  

toilet paper  fabric softener sheets toothpaste, adult 

tissues   body lotion  sanitary pads 

deodorant  body soap  band aids 

shampoo, adult    

 
This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene 
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them 
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our 
congregation members. 
 
 If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size 
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would 
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome 
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John 
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo 
line.  
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

SUNDAY 
 

June 14, 2026 
  

We will publicly acknowledge all our 
graduates from high school and college at 
our worship service on Sunday, June 14th. Please plan on having 
your graduate attend this service as all graduates will be 
recognized. If you know of a graduate, please complete this form 
and drop it in the offering plate, mail it to the church office, or email 
this page to office@firststjohn.com by Monday, June 8th. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
NAME OF GRADUATE 
  
______________________________________________ 
GRADUATED FROM 
  
______________________________________________ 
DEGREE EARNED 
 

 
NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
 
 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

FUTURE PLANS (SCHOOL, WORK, ETC.): 
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YES, WE PLAN TO BE AT THE SERVICE:  ______ 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 

Prelude                                                                  Dr. Anthony Pattin 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
  
Opening Hymn    “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”    No. 807 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen 
 
P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and 

blots out all offenses. 
 
                Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Gracious God, 
 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.  
 
P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, 
 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 
 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the 

work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through 

faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. In the name of (+) Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from 
the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and 
gives you life and peace.  

 
C: Amen. 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:  

 
                           “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”              No. 857 

  

“Lord I lift your name on high; 
Lord I love to sing your praises, 

I’m so glad you’re in my life, 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high.” 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God, your Son makes himself known to all his 

disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that 

we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
Announcements 
 
Introduction 

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, 

overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped 

Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet 

the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the 

breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the 

scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is 

broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the 

pattern of our worship each Lord’s day 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the 
giving of the Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of 
his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus 
both Lord and Christ. 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 
crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that 
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
  37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
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Blessing 

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things 
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, 
whose breath sustains creation, (+) bless you now and always. 
C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn             “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”                No. 539 
 

  
 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude                                                             Dr. Anthony Pattin                                   

 
**** 

 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
 

ELDERS 
Sherrie Haar 
Bob Haar 
 
READERS 
Toni Wilbarger 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Andy Hodges 
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On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated)  
 

The Offering     
 
Musical Offertory   “Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed” 
               FSJ Choir 
               Jo-Anne Chrysochoos, Director 
                 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs 
forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with 
what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service 
to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 

P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 
P: Hear us as we pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
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to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that 
your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many 
other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, 
and that day about three thousand persons were added. 
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 116:1-4,12-19 
1 I love the Lord because he has heard 
  my voice and my supplications. 
 2 Because he inclined his ear to me, 
  therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
 3 The snares of death encompassed me; 
  the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
  I suffered distress and anguish. 
 4 Then I called on the name of the Lord, 
  “O Lord, I pray, save my life!” 
12 What shall I return to the Lord 

  for all his bounty to me? 

 13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 

  and call on the name of the Lord; 

 14 I will pay my vows to the Lord 

  in the presence of all his people. 

 15 Precious in the sight of the Lord 

  is the death of his faithful ones. 

 16 O Lord, I am your servant; 

  I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. 

  You have loosed my bonds. 

 17 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice 

  and call on the name of the Lord. 

 18 I will pay my vows to the Lord 

  in the presence of all his people, 

 19 in the courts of the house of the Lord, 

  in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

 Praise the Lord! 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that 
they are strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. 
Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and 
hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 
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17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each 
person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you 
were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with 
perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, 
like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the 
foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 
21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead 
and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. 
  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so 

that you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the 

heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, 

through the living and enduring word of God. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 24. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. 
Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 

13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing 
with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then 
one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there 
in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things 
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
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over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did 
not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 
vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see 
him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures. 
  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead 

as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, 

because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to 

stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 

and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 

while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and 

returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions 

gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 

appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how 

he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Gospel Response 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated)  

 
SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl 
    
Sermon Hymn   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”    No. 367                  

 
 (Please stand) 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead.   


