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March 22, 2026                                   FIFTH  SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

 
 

 

A Matter of Life and Breath 
 

 
 
 You need good breath support for singing or playing a wind 
instrument. You need to focus on your breath when you practice 
meditation or yoga. You synchronize your breathing when you lift 
weights. Expectant parents learn breathing techniques at birthing 
classes. 
 Sometimes we are out of breath--from climbing the stairs, 
running to catch the bus, or chasing toddlers. Other times we may 
be out breath figuratively: out of energy, out of motivation, even 
out of faith. At these times our spirits are tired, worn out, or bitter. 
 Today's reading from Ezekiel takes place in a field of dry 
bones, an eerie valley of death and destruction. The nation of 
Israel is in exile. With little hope of a future, they are as good as 
dead. But the prophet announces hope as real as the resurrection. 
Breath comes from the four winds, enters the dry bones, and gives 
them life. God is the breath-giver and God is the breath itself. In 
the gospel, Mary and Martha are grieving the death of their 
brother, Lazarus. But Jesus calls him forth from the tomb: 
"Lazarus, come out!" 
 Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Jesus is the very breath 
of God. As God breathes new life into us we are given a future. As 
we prepare to celebrate Easter, God calls to us this day: Come out 
of your tombs of despair. Come out of your tombs of bitterness 
and anger. Breathe in God's grace that accepts you as you are, fills 
you with life, and sends you into an out-of-breath world. 
 From the tomb of our baptism we share in the death and 
resurrection of Christ. So, take a deep breath. God gives us a 
future, a new beginning. But for now the present moment is all we 
have. Breathe in the gifts we receive in word and meal, music and 
silence, and in the assembly gathered for worship. Breathe! 
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March 22, 2026                                                 Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting 
soon).  Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 

       8:00 am      Early Worship 
       9:15 am      JAM Sunday School  
       9:15 am          Adult Sunday School 
      10:30 am      Late Worship 
        2:00 pm      Chapel Communion  
     (2nd Sunday of the month) 
  
Livestream and Recorded Worship: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Smile! You’re On Camera: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Important Reminder: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Sunday School & Catechism  JAM Sunday School (church 
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at 
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.  
 
Nursery is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd 
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A 
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the 
basement of the church.  
 
Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
 
Invitation to Communion  
P: Come to the table. 
C: Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 

(Please be seated)  
The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine. 
 

(After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal 
that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for 
the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we 
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for 
all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Blessing 

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things 
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, 
whose breath sustains creation, (+) bless you now and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                 “You Are the Way”                       No. 758 
 

   
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                                                              Dr. Anthony Pattin                                    
 

 

3 

ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 

Prelude                                                                  Dr. Anthony Pattin 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
  
Opening Hymn    “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”    No. 712 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen 
 
P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and 

blots out all offenses. 
 
                Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 
P: Gracious God, 
 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.  
 
P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:     

Gracious God, 
 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 
 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the 

work of the Spirit: 
    Gracious God, 
 
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through 

faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ. In the name of (+) Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from 
the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and 
gives you life and peace.  

 
C: Amen. 
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
 

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:  
  “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”      No. 857 

 

“Lord I lift your name on high; 
Lord I love to sing your praises, 

I’m so glad you’re in my life, 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free 
us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, 
that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

 Announcements  
 
 
Special Music       “All Glory, Laud and Honor”     FSJ Bell Choir 
 
           Cheri Sergent, Director     
Introduction 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising 
Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God 
breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the 
shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of 
resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be 
raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the 
newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our 
baptism. 
 
FIRST READING:  Romans 8:6-11 
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. 

The driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self

-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and 

will also raise us from the dead. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is good to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, 
holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the 
cross gave salvation to all, that, where death began, there life 
might be restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, 
might by a tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

P:   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took    
 bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

 
P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of 
this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 

P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 
The Offering     
 
Musical Offertory          “Lenten Meditation”             FSJ Choir 
             Jo-Anne Chrysochoos, Director    
               
Offering Prayer 
P: Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast 
love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish 
the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread 
and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us 
to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
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6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 

and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 

does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the 

flesh cannot please God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 

to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the 

Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 

from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 130 

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 

  2 Lord, hear my voice! 

 Let your ears be attentive 

  to the voice of my supplications! 

 3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 

  Lord, who could stand? 

 4 But there is forgiveness with you, 

  so that you may be revered. 

 5 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, 

  and in his word I hope; 

 6 my soul waits for the Lord 

  more than those who watch for the morning, 

  more than those who watch for the morning. 

 7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! 

  For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 

  and with him is great power to redeem. 

 8 It is he who will redeem Israel 

  from all its iniquities. 

 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
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Lenten Verse (sung in unison) 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. John, Chapter 11. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a 

dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, 
he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
  7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and 
are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the 
light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is 
not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, 
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, 
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 
   17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
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while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.” 
    28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told 
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to 
the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews 
who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go 
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 
feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 
began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” 
   38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And 

Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 
42 I 

knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
   45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did believed in him. 
 

Gospel Response 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl 
   
Sermon Hymn    “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”       No. 803                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


