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August 31, 2025                                 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

  
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer one service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
     9:00 am       Worship 
  
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ is not monitored during the summer months but you are 
welcome to sit with your child downstair as needed. A diaper 
changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the basement of 
the church.  
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

 

Prelude                                Dr. Anthony Pattin 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
 

Opening Hymn            “O God Beyond All Praising”            No. 880 
 

Invocation 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: You are the treasured people of the L඗කඌ, 
C: a people holy to the L඗කඌ our God. 
 

P: Keep the words of the L඗කඌ in your heart; teach them to your 
children. 
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are 
away, when you lie down and when you rise. 
 

P: One does not live by bread alone, 
C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the L඗කඌ. 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who 
believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of 
God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
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Hymn  “We are Baptized in Christ Jesus” v. 1-2         No. 451 
(printed below) 

 

    We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his 
death; that as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand 
new life. And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 

we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 

    In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, in 
the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, God has 
made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; in the losing 

and the winning we hold fast. 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
 

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to 
the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; as it was in the 

beginning, glory now resounds again in a song that has no 
ending. Amen 

 

The Greeting and Prayer 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God, you resist those who are proud and give 
grace to those who are humble. Give us the humility of your Son, 
that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
Announcements 
 

 
Introduction 
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace 
in holy baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by 
the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue 
among us, the church can be more inviting still. 
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FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7a 
The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom 
literature. Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the 
conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility. 

 6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
  or stand in the place of the great, 
 7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.  

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 112 Congregation responds in BOLD. 
 
     1 Praise the Lord! 
  Happy are those who fear the Lord, 
  who greatly delight in his commandments. 
 2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 

 3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, 
  and their righteousness endures forever. 
 4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; 
  they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
 

 5 It is well with those who deal generously and lend, 
  who conduct their affairs with justice. 
 6 For the righteous will never be moved; 
  they will be remembered forever. 
 

 7 They are not afraid of evil tidings; 
  their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. 
 8 Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid; 
  in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 
 

 9 They have distributed freely; they have given to the poor; 
  their righteousness endures forever; 
  their horn is exalted in honor. 
 10 The wicked see it and are angry; 
  they gnash their teeth and melt away; 
  the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  
The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of 
a holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ. 

1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing 
it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with 
them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 
tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be 
kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 
Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So 
we can say with confidence, 
 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 
  7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15 Through him, then, 
let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 
that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung by the congregation) 

 
Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 14. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14  
Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity 
to teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also 
makes an appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in need. 

1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
  7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told 
them a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, 
do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 
than you has been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of 
you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in 
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 
he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in 
the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” 
  12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters 
or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, 
and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because 
they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 

Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Rayl 
  
Sermon Hymn   “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”        No. 769 
 

 

 (Please stand) 
Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

(Please be seated)  
The Offering     
        

Offering Prayer 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the 
offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, 
through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those 
who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
 

Invitation to Communion  

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
C: Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine. 
(After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we 
pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, 
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
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    Closing Hymn         “For the Beauty of the Earth”              No. 879 
 

Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C. Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude                                                              Dr. Anthony Pattin  

 

**** 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
 

ELDERS  READER  SOUND BOARD 
Ted Hagedorn  Susie Purewal  Mark Ackerman 
Jeff Smith 

 
**** 

PERSONAL NEEDS 
PANTRY 

URGENT NEEDS! 
 

Please purchase full size items. 
 
 

dish soap*  shampoo, child   disposable razors             

paper towel*  laundry soap*    toothbrush, adult  

toilet paper  fabric softener sheets   toothpaste, adult 

tissues   body lotion*    sanitary pads* 

deodorant  body soap*    band aids 

shampoo, adult   

*denotes high need item  
 

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene 
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them 
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our 
congregation members. 
 

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size 
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would 
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome 
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John 
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo 
line. 
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AUGUST 31, 2025              12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

 
 
 

Know Your Place 
 

 At first blush Jesus' instruction to "sit down at the 
lowest place" sounds a little hypocritical--an invitation to 
false modesty--hardly Christ-like. But clearly Jesus is saying, 
"Know your place."  
 The second half of the gospel today clarifies the point. 
"When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, and the blind." Today's reading from Hebrews expands 
the point: "Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers. . . . Remember those who are in 
prison. . . . Be content with what you have." 
 Isn't this the point again? "Know your place." But 
suddenly these words do not refer to where you sit but to 
where you walk. Disciples of Jesus are invited to walk the 
path that Jesus chose. Jesus, whose honored place is at the 
right hand of God, came down from heaven to be with us on 
earth. 
 Jesus chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 
world. In the prayer of the day we ask God to "humble us by 
[Jesus'] example; point us to the path of obedience, and give 
us strength to follow his commands." 
You follow one who chose suffering for the sake of the 
world. Know your place. 
You are a forgiven person in an unforgiving world. Know 
your place. 
You are very rich in a world of many who are very poor. 
Know your place. 
You are a recipient of grace in a neighborhood desperate for 
love. Know your place. 
You bear an overflowing cup in a thirsty land. Know your 
place. 
You are the sister or brother of the Crucified. Know your 
place. 

 
 

 
 

 


