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July 6, 2025                                   Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer one service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
     9:00 am       Worship 
  
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ is not monitored during the summer months but you are 
welcome to sit with your child downstair as needed. A diaper 
changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the basement of 
the church. A 
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

Prelude                                                                   Dr. Anthony Pattin 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
 

Opening Hymn     “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”       No. 553 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful God, 
C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and 
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You 
surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we 
grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do 
not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the 
path of life. Amen. 
 

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through 
faith. In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new 
creation. 
C: Amen. 
 

Hymn  “We are Baptized in Christ Jesus” v. 1-2         No. 451 
(printed below) 

 

    We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his 
death; that as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand 
new life. And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 

we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 

    In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, in 
the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, God has 
made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; in the losing 

and the winning we hold fast. 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to 
the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; as it was in the 

beginning, glory now resounds again in a song that has no 
ending. Amen 

The Greeting and Prayer 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray, O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city 
that shelters us, the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit 
accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may spread your peace 
in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
Announcements 
 

Introduction 
God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and 
eat...take and drink” is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the 
word read and proclaimed, in the assembly of the people of God, 
the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your name is written 
in heaven. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 66:10-14 
Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious 
restoration of Judah were not completely fulfilled. For these disappointed people, 
the prophet envisions salvation in the image of a nursing woman. Mother 
Jerusalem and a mothering God remind the community how they are sustained 
and supported. 

  10 Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 
  all you who love her; 
 rejoice with her in joy, 
  all you who mourn over her— 
 11 that you may nurse and be satisfied 
  from her consoling breast; 
 that you may drink deeply with delight 
  from her glorious bosom. 
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   12 For thus says the Lord: 
 I will extend prosperity to her like a river, 
  and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; 
 and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, 
  and dandled on her knees. 
 13 As a mother comforts her child, 
  so I will comfort you; 
  you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
 14 You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; 
  your bodies shall flourish like the grass; 
 and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord is with his servants, 
  and his indignation is against his enemies. 
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 66:1-9- Congregation responds in BOLD. 
 

1 Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 
2   sing the glory of his name; 
    give to him glorious praise. 
 
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
    Because of your great power, your enemies cringe before you. 
4 All the earth worships you; 
    they sing praises to you, 
    sing praises to your name.” 
 
5 Come and see what God has done: 
    he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. 
6 He turned the sea into dry land; 
    they passed through the river on foot. 
    There we rejoiced in him, 
 
7 who rules by his might forever, 
    whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 
    let the rebellious not exalt themselves. 
8 Bless our God, O peoples, 
    let the sound of his praise be heard, 
 
9 who has kept us among the living, 
    and has not let our feet slip.  
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SECOND READING: Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16 
In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as people 
made right with God through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers practical 
advice about how believers exercise common concern for one other in “the family 
of faith.” 

  7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you 
sow. 8 If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the 
flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the 
Spirit. 9 So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at 
harvest time, if we do not give up. 10 So then, whenever we have an 
opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the 
family of faith. 
  11 See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! 12 It 
is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel 
you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the cross 
of Christ. 13 Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they 
want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. 14 May 
I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is 
everything! 16 As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, 
and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.  
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung by the congregation) 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 10. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and do what 
he would do. Risking hardship and danger in exchange for the experience of great 
joy, they offer peace and healing as signs that the reign of God is near. 
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1 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of 
him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He 
said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore 
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on 
your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 
Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5 
Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if anyone 
is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, 
it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking 
whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move 
about from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its people 
welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure the sick who are there, and 
say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whenever 
you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and 
say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in 
protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ ” 
  16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects 
me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 
  17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the 
demons submit to us!” 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from 
heaven like a flash of lightning. 19 See, I have given you authority to tread 
on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing 
will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit 
to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Rayl 
  
Sermon Hymn             “How Great Thou Art”             No. 856 

 

 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

(Please be seated)  
The Offering     
 

Musical Offertory             Dr. Anthony Pattin 
         

Offering Prayer 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as your 
were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the 
offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 

(Please stand) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the cross gave 
salvation to all, that, where death began, there life might be 
restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a 
tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P:   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took   
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P: We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and 
with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 
these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who 
share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 

P: Hear us as we pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
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 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
    

Invitation to Communion  

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
C: Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine. 
(After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in 
our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 
to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (+) Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Fourth of July Observance 
 

Closing Hymn        “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”          No. 888 
 

Dismissal 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude                                                             Dr. Anthony Pattin                                    
 



 

11 

    **** 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

ELDERS     
Kevin Ruedy 
Mike Winslow 
 

READER    
Toni Wilbarger 
 

SOUND BOARD 
Beth Hugueley  
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JULY 6, 2025              FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

 
 
 

Tools of the Harvest 
 

When the vineyards, orchards, and wheat farms are 
ready for harvest, laborers set out with appropriate tools to 
work in the fields. In today's gospel, Jesus told his followers 
that the mission of proclaiming the kingdom of God would 
be like laborers going into a plentiful harvest. There was a 
sense of urgency as Jesus appointed seventy of his followers 
to represent his mission and prepare in advance the towns 
and villages through which he would travel. They were 
instructed to take nothing that would compromise their work. 

Theirs would be the simple tools of peace. The first 
tool was their own person unencumbered by an extra purse, 
bag, or sandals. It was as if Jesus were saying, "Be confident. 
God will provide for you." The second tool was a 
companion. Jesus sent his laborers out in pairs. The third tool 
was the very heart of their work, to proclaim peace. The 
disciples were empowered to bring God's blessing of peace 
to those who were open to receiving it. The fourth tool was 
receptivity. They were to be content with the hospitality 
offered to them, staying in one place and eating and drinking 
what was offered. A fifth and final tool was the gift of 
healing as a sign that the kingdom of God had come near to 
them. But they were not to take tools of condemnation. 

We too are urgently sent forth from this assembly to 
be laborers in a plentiful harvest of human need. The tools of 
our work are simple. We are sent to proclaim God's blessing 
of peace. It is not important for us to count the 
accomplishments of this labor. Rather, we are to be faithful 
in our work and rejoice that our names are written in heaven 
alongside the first followers of Jesus. 

 
 

 
 

 


