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June 8, 2025                                                          Day of Pentecost 

 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer one service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
     9:00 am       Worship 
  
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd 
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A 
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the 
basement of the church.  
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

Prelude                                                                   Dr. Anthony Pattin 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
 

Opening Hymn          “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life”                 No. 399 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P: In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live 
the baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

(The water is poured into the baptismal fount.) 
 

P: Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters 
that make a people your own, that restore to wholeness, and 
empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O 
Living One, 
C: make us one as you are one. 
 

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that 
strengthen believers and give new life to beloved servants of your 
church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers 
of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One, 
C: make us one as you are one. 
 

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open 
the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to those in 
captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the 
Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One, 
C: make us one as you are one. 
 

P: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is 
shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Hymn  “We are Baptized in Christ Jesus” v. 1-2         No. 451 
(printed below) 

 

    We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his 
death; that as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand 
new life. And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 

we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
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    In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, in 
the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, God has 
made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; in the losing 

and the winning we hold fast. 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to 
the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; as it was in the 

beginning, glory now resounds again in a song that has no 
ending. Amen 

The Greeting and Prayer 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us Pray. God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers 
life to all the peoples of earth. By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the 
fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and our tongues 
for praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
Announcements 
 

Introduction 
On Pentecost, we celebrate that we have been given an Advocate 
to accompany us. Poured out in wind and fire, water, wine, and 
bread, the Holy Spirit abides in and among us. We give thanks that 
God speaks to each of us, no matter our origins, language, or life 
path. Filled with the Spirit of truth, we go out from worship to 
proclaim the saving power of Christ’s love and the freedom of God’s 
grace with all the world 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 11:1-9 
The builders of the tower of Babel try to make a name for themselves by building 
their tower to the heavens. God scatters them, confusing their language so that 
they cannot understand one another. The miracle at Pentecost is a reversal of 
sorts, drawing many people with many languages together into the new people of 
God. 
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1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as they 
migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and 
settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, 
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for 
mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower 
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise 
we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 5 
The Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had 
built. 6 And the Lord said, “Look, they are one people, and they have all 
one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing 
that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go 
down, and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand 
one another’s speech.” 8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over 
the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9 Therefore it 
was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the 
earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all 
the earth. 
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b - Congregation responds in BOLD. 
 

4O LORD, how manifold are your works! 
 In wisdom you have made them all; 
 the earth is full of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
 creeping things innumerable are there, 
 living things both small and great. 
 
 26There go the ships, 
 and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
 27These all look to you 
 to give them their food in due season; 
 
 28when you give to them, they gather it up; 
 when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
 29When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
 when you take away their breath, they die 
 and return to their dust. 
 
 
30When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
 and you renew the face of the ground. 
 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
 may the LORD rejoice in his works — 
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 32who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
 who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 
 34May my meditation be pleasing to him, 
 for I rejoice in the LORD. 
 Bless the LORD, O my soul. 
 Praise the LORD! 

 

SECOND READING: Acts 2:1-21 
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Now, amid signs of fire, wind, and a variety of languages, the 
people were amazed and astonished at Jesus’ promise coming true. 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in 
one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of 
a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 
 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
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  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung by the congregation) 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 14. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:8-17 [25-27]  
Though the disciples struggle with Jesus’ nature and identity, they receive the 
promise that they too will be identified with God and God’s mission. Though he 
must leave them now, Jesus promises the coming of the Advocate whom God will 
send to comfort and enlighten them. 
8 Philip said to [Jesus,] “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, 
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do 
not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in 
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
  15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you.  
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  25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid.” 
 
Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Rayl 
  
Sermon Hymn               “O Day Full of Grace”                     No. 627 

 

 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

(Please be seated)  
The Offering     
 
Musical Offertory             Dr. Anthony Pattin 
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Offering Prayer 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as your 
were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the 
offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the cross gave 
salvation to all, that, where death began, there life might be 
restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a 
tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

P:   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took   
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 
these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who 
share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 

P: Hear us as we pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
    

Invitation to Communion  

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
C: Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine. 
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    (After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 
to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (+) Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn      “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”         No. 789 
 

Dismissal 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude                                                             Dr. Anthony Pattin                                    

 

**** 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
 

ELDERS     
Ted Hagedorn 
Jeff Smith 
 
READER 
Toni WIlbarger 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Amy Nelson 
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JUNE 8, 2025                                              DAY OF PENTECOST 

 
 
 

Never-Ending Story 
 

 In the Easter season one year a young boy asked his 
mother, "How does the story end?" Jesus' death wasn't the end 
of the story; he rose from the dead. Jesus' story continued 
when he appeared to his friends, more than once. So, how did 
the story end?  
 The boy's mother thought a minute and answered, 
"Well, in a way, the story is still going on. You and I are part 
of it. So is everyone at church."  
 You and I are part of it. The mother's response points to 
the mysterious work of the Holy Spirit. How do we get inside 
the story? How do we become actors in it, people who 
continue the story of love and mercy begun by Jesus?  
 As the Gospel of John says again and again, it is not 
enough to look at what God does from the outside. We can 
only know the truth when it dwells in us; we can only know 
life when we have entered into it. The Spirit leads us to the 
truth. The Spirit draws us into the mutual love of Jesus and 
God the Father so that we can be one as Jesus and the Father 
are one. The Spirit makes possible our creative role in the 
story that continues to unfold chapter by chapter.  
 Some people sing "Happy Birthday" to the church on 
Pentecost, because the first Pentecost was the birth of the 
church. We miss the point, though, if we put Easter or 
Pentecost in the past, if we think that we are two millennia 
away from the birthing work of the Spirit. The Spirit continues 
to create the church by dwelling in believers and drawing us 
into the life of God. Thanks to the Spirit, the church is born 
anew today! 

 
 

 
 

 


