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June 29, 2025                                          Peter and Paul, Apostles 

 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer one service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
     9:00 am       Worship 
  
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ is not monitored during the summer months but you are 
welcome to sit with your child downstair as needed. A diaper 
changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the basement of 
the church. A 
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

Prelude                                                                   Dr. Anthony Pattin 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
 

Opening Hymn      “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”         No. 818 
 

Rite of Holy Baptism 
(Please use insert in the bulletin and make responses as indicated) 

 

Hymn                  “Jesus Loves Me”                           No. 595 
 

     
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing verse 3 
of Hymn # 451): 
 

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to 
the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; as it was in the 

beginning, glory now resounds again in a song that has no 
ending. Amen 

The Greeting and Prayer 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us Pray. Almighty God, we praise you that your blessed 
apostles Peter and Paul glorified you by their martyrdoms. Grant 
that your church throughout the world may always be instructed by 
their teaching and example, be knit together in unity by your Spirit, 
and ever stand firm upon the one foundation who is Jesus Christ our 
Lord, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
Announcements 
 

Introduction 
Today we celebrate two great figures of the early church, Peter and 
Paul, who represent the spread of the gospel to both Jews and 
Gentiles and, according to tradition, were martyred on this date. The 
witness of Peter and Paul inspires us as we seek ways to faithfully 
proclaim the gospel in our contemporary context. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 12:1-11 
King Herod had James killed and had Peter put in prison, under heavy guard. In 
what Peter first believes is only a vision, an angel leads him past unseeing guards, 
out of the prison, and to freedom. 

 1 About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged 
to the church. 2 He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. 3 
After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. 
(This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.) 4 When he had seized 
him, he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to 
guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. 5 
While Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for 
him. 
 6 The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound 
with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front 
of the door were keeping watch over the prison. 7 Suddenly an angel of the 
Lord appeared, and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side 
and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his 
wrists. 8 The angel said to him, “Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.” 
He did so. Then he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow 
me.” 9 Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that what was 
happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a 
vision. 10 After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came 
before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own 
accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the 
angel left him. 11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I am sure that 
the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and 
from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 87:1-3, 5-7 - Congregation responds in BOLD. 
 

 1On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 
 2the LORD loves the gates of Zion 
 more than all the dwellings of Jaco 
 
3Glorious things are spoken of you, 
 O city of God. 
 

 5And of Zion it shall be said, 
 "This one and that one were born in it"; 
 for the Most High himself will establish it. 
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6The LORD records, as he registers the peoples, 

 "This one was born there." 
 7Singers and dancers alike say, 
 "All my springs are in you." 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 
Paul has faithfully persevered in the mission the Lord had given to him. Near life’s 
end he rests in the promise of eternal life, confident that the Lord who has rescued 
him in the past will bring him into the heavenly kingdom. 

6 As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my 
departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith. 8 From now on there is reserved for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that 
day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
 17 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the 
message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I 
was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every 
evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung by the congregation) 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 21. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 21:15-19 
Jesus invites Simon Peter to declare his love for him three times, in a manner 
reminiscent of the three times that Peter earlier denied Christ. Jesus commissions 
him to feed his sheep and predicts that he will die as a martyr for God. 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son 
of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
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know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second 
time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love 
me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, 
when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go 
wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where 
you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by 
which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Rayl 
  
Sermon Hymn              “Be Thou My Vision”              No. 793 

 

 (Please stand) 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

(Please be seated)  
The Offering     
 

Musical Offertory             Dr. Anthony Pattin 
         

Offering Prayer 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as your 
were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the 
offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 

(Please stand) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

7 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, 
through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the cross gave salvation 
to all, that, where death began, there life might be restored, and that 
he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a tree be overcome. 
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

P:   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took   
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P: We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and 
with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these 
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in 
the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing 
and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to 
live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 
saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
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P: Hear us as we pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
    

Invitation to Communion  

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
C: Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine. 
(After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 
to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (+) Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 



 

9 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn          “Before You, Lord, We Bow”              No. 893 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                             Dr. Anthony Pattin                                    
 

**** 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

ELDERS     
Dick Haar 
John Roth 
 

READER    
Carol Haar 
 

SOUND BOARD 
Dave Wilbarger 
 

 

 

10 

A NEW WAY TO GIVE AT FSJ! 
 

We now offer an even easier way to tithe or give to First St.  
John. You can now scan the QR code below or go to:  

https://secure.myvanco.com/YKCE/home 
To setup one-time, or regularly scheduled offerings and 

designate your gifts to specific funds. 
 

You can also download the FREE Vanco Mobile App avail-
able for Apple and Android phones. Follow the instructions 

in the app to set-up your offering with First St. John. 
 

Don’t worry! We still will continue to accept offerings in 
forms of cash or check in the offering plate or mailed to the 

church office: 2471 Seaman St., Toledo, Ohio 43605. 

www.firststjohn.com 
  Navigate to the ‘Donate’ Tab 
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    PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY 
URGENT NEEDS! 

 
Please purchase full size items. 

 
 

dish soap*  shampoo, child   disposable razors             

paper towel*  laundry soap*    toothbrush, adult  

toilet paper  fabric softener sheets   toothpaste, adult 

tissues   body lotion*    sanitary pads* 

deodorant  body soap*    band aids 

shampoo, adult   

*denotes high need item  
 
This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene 
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them 
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our 
congregation members. 
 
If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size 
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would 
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome 
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John 
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo 
line. 
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JUNE 29, 2025                         PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES  

 
 

How Do We Love Jesus? 
 

 This story of Jesus’ post-resurrection conversation with 
Peter is important, not only for Peter, but also for us. Peter’s 
encounter with Jesus in John 21 is often named Peter’s 
reinstatement or restoration.  You recall that Peter denied the 
Lord three times.  On Easter Sunday, the women came with 
the announcement that the tomb was empty.  During Peter’s 
run to the tomb, what was Peter thinking?  Was he excited to 
see Jesus?  Or was he embarrassed to meet him?  What would 
Jesus say to him – to this cowardly disciple who denied him? 
In this encounter between Jesus and Peter, recounted in John 
21, Jesus asks Peter three times if he loved him.  The 
repetition of the question three times was Jesus’ way of 
letting Peter know that the Lord’s forgiveness was valid for 
all three of Peter’s denials. 
 

 So, what was the takeaway of Jesus’ message?  “Yes, 
Peter, you are forgiven."  How should Peter live now?  “Feed 
my lambs/sheep, in other words, take care of my people.” 
And for us?  How do we show love to Jesus?  Through 
worship, prayer, reading his Word? Yes, to all three of 
these.  But there is more -- by caring for Jesus’ people.  Jesus’ 
charge to Peter to tend the flock is the same for us – take care 
of God’s people. What does this care look like?  Teaching 
others to pray and read the Scriptures.  Gathering 
together.  Listening to their hopes, dreams, and challenges, 
loving them, pointing them to Jesus.  
 

 Members of the body need gentleness and tender 
mercy, especially when they make mistakes.  They need to 
hear the reassurance that the Lord’s forgiveness is valid more 
than once, just like Peter needed it more than once.  We can 
echo the Lord’s words of forgiveness and restoration in ways 
that our brothers and sisters can hear them.  The heart, as well 
as the head, needs to hear the good news of forgiveness.  
 
(excerpt from Pastor Dave Mann) 

  


