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May 25, 2025                                                Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer one service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
     9:00 am       Worship 
  
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd 
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A 
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the 
basement of the church.  
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

Prelude                                                                   Dr. Anthony Pattin 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
 

Opening Hymn             “Morning Has Broken”                     No. 556 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P: Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received 
in baptism are renewed every day. Let us give thanks together for 
the life given in baptism. 
 

(The water is poured into the baptismal fount.) 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: for water to 
bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in and waters that inspire 
wonder, for water that gives life to our planet. 
C: We give thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: for water 
from the faucet, for rain and snow, for the Maumee River, Lake Erie, 
and all the smaller creeks and streams. 
C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 

P: We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for 
delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, for leading 
your people Israel through the sea into freedom, for preserving your 
prophet Elijah through the time of drought, for guiding your people 
across the Jordan into a new land, for quenching the Samaritan 
woman’s thirst with living water. 
C: We give you thanks, O God, for your salvation through 
water. 
 

P: We give your thanks for the life of the baptized, for all who 
worship in your name, for godparents and baptismal sponsors, for 
children and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 
C: We give you thanks, O God for the life of all baptized. 
P: We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: for 
our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters; for our new birth 
into a life of forgiveness of sin, redemption and service; for our 
calling to be your people, and for being sent out as the body of 
Christ for the life of the world. 
C: We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity (+) now and 
forever. Amen. 
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Hymn  “We are Baptized in Christ Jesus” v. 1-2         No. 451 
(printed below) 

 

    We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his 
death; that as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand 
new life. And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 

we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 

    In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, in 
the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, God has 
made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; in the losing 

and the winning we hold fast. 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to 
the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; as it was in the 

beginning, glory now resounds again in a song that has no 
ending. Amen 

The Greeting and Prayer 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us Pray. Bountiful God, you gather your people into your 
realm, and you promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us 
with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one 
another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
Announcements 
 

Introduction 
Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul 
has a vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will be. 
Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human 
understanding and power beyond human imagination. 
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FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15 
A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an 
important person in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God 
to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the 
founding of the church at Philippi. 

9 DuringÊtheÊnightÊPaulÊhadÊaÊvision:ÊthereÊstoodÊaÊmanÊofÊMacedoniaÊ
pleadingÊwithÊhimÊandÊsaying,Ê“ComeÊoverÊtoÊMacedoniaÊandÊhelpÊus.” 10 
WhenÊheÊhadÊseenÊtheÊvision,ÊweÊimmediatelyÊtriedÊtoÊcrossÊoverÊtoÊ
Macedonia,ÊbeingÊconvincedÊthatÊGodÊhadÊcalledÊusÊtoÊproclaimÊtheÊgoodÊ
newsÊtoÊthem.Ê11 WeÊsetÊsailÊfromÊTroasÊandÊtookÊaÊstraightÊcourseÊtoÊ
Samothrace,ÊtheÊfollowingÊdayÊtoÊNeapolis, 12 andÊfromÊthereÊtoÊPhilippi,Ê
whichÊisÊaÊleadingÊcityÊofÊtheÊdistrictÊofÊMacedoniaÊandÊaÊRomanÊcolony.Ê
WeÊremainedÊinÊthisÊcityÊforÊsomeÊdays. 13 OnÊtheÊsabbathÊdayÊweÊwentÊ
outsideÊtheÊgateÊbyÊtheÊriver,ÊwhereÊweÊsupposedÊthereÊwasÊaÊplaceÊofÊ
prayer;ÊandÊweÊsatÊdownÊandÊspokeÊtoÊtheÊwomenÊwhoÊhadÊgatheredÊ
there. 14 AÊcertainÊwomanÊnamedÊLydia,ÊaÊworshiperÊofÊGod,ÊwasÊlisteningÊ
toÊus;ÊsheÊwasÊfromÊtheÊcityÊofÊThyatiraÊandÊaÊdealerÊinÊpurpleÊcloth.ÊTheÊ
LordÊopenedÊherÊheartÊtoÊlistenÊeagerlyÊtoÊwhatÊwasÊsaidÊbyÊPaul. 15 WhenÊ
sheÊandÊherÊhouseholdÊwereÊbaptized,ÊsheÊurgedÊus,Êsaying,Ê“IfÊyouÊhaveÊ
judgedÊmeÊtoÊbeÊfaithfulÊtoÊtheÊLord,ÊcomeÊandÊstayÊatÊmyÊhome.”ÊAndÊsheÊ
prevailedÊuponÊus. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 67 - Congregation responds in BOLD. 
 
1MayÊGodÊbeÊgraciousÊtoÊusÊandÊblessÊus 
 andÊmakeÊhisÊfaceÊtoÊshineÊuponÊus, 
 2that your way may be known upon earth, 
 your saving power among all nations. 
 
 3LetÊtheÊpeoplesÊpraiseÊyou,ÊOÊGod; 
 letÊallÊtheÊpeoplesÊpraiseÊyou. 
 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
 for you judge the peoples with equity 
 and guide the nations upon earth. 
 

 5LetÊtheÊpeoplesÊpraiseÊyou,ÊOÊGod; 
 letÊallÊtheÊpeoplesÊpraiseÊyou. 
 6The earth has yielded its increase; 
 God, our God, has blessed us. 
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 7MayÊGodÊcontinueÊtoÊblessÊus; 
 letÊallÊtheÊendsÊofÊtheÊearthÊrevereÊhim.Ê 
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22-22.5 
John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with 
God’s past actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and 
the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moonÊ 
 
10 AndÊinÊtheÊspirit [oneÊofÊtheÊangels] carriedÊmeÊawayÊtoÊaÊgreat,ÊhighÊ
mountainÊandÊshowedÊmeÊtheÊholyÊcityÊJerusalemÊcomingÊdownÊoutÊofÊ
heavenÊfromÊGod. 
  22 IÊsawÊnoÊtempleÊinÊtheÊcity,ÊforÊitsÊtempleÊisÊtheÊLordÊGodÊtheÊ
AlmightyÊandÊtheÊLamb. 23 AndÊtheÊcityÊhasÊnoÊneedÊofÊsunÊorÊmoonÊtoÊ
shineÊonÊit,ÊforÊtheÊgloryÊofÊGodÊisÊitsÊlight,ÊandÊitsÊlampÊisÊtheÊLamb. 24 TheÊ
nationsÊwillÊwalkÊbyÊitsÊlight,ÊandÊtheÊkingsÊofÊtheÊearthÊwillÊbringÊtheirÊ
gloryÊintoÊit. 25 ItsÊgatesÊwillÊneverÊbeÊshutÊbyÊday—andÊthereÊwillÊbeÊnoÊ
nightÊthere. 26 PeopleÊwillÊbringÊintoÊitÊtheÊgloryÊandÊtheÊhonorÊofÊtheÊ
nations. 27 ButÊnothingÊuncleanÊwillÊenterÊit,ÊnorÊanyoneÊwhoÊpracticesÊ
abominationÊorÊfalsehood,ÊbutÊonlyÊthoseÊwhoÊareÊwrittenÊinÊtheÊLamb’sÊ
bookÊofÊlife. 
 22:1 ThenÊtheÊangelÊshowedÊmeÊtheÊriverÊofÊtheÊwaterÊofÊlife,ÊbrightÊasÊ
crystal,ÊflowingÊfromÊtheÊthroneÊofÊGodÊandÊofÊtheÊLamb 2 throughÊtheÊ
middleÊofÊtheÊstreetÊofÊtheÊcity.ÊOnÊeitherÊsideÊofÊtheÊriverÊisÊtheÊtreeÊofÊlifeÊ
withÊitsÊtwelveÊkindsÊofÊfruit,ÊproducingÊitsÊfruitÊeachÊmonth;ÊandÊtheÊleavesÊ
ofÊtheÊtreeÊareÊforÊtheÊhealingÊofÊtheÊnations. 3 NothingÊaccursedÊwillÊbeÊ
foundÊthereÊanyÊmore.ÊButÊtheÊthroneÊofÊGodÊandÊofÊtheÊLambÊwillÊbeÊinÊit,Ê
andÊhisÊservantsÊwillÊworshipÊhim; 4 theyÊwillÊseeÊhisÊface,ÊandÊhisÊnameÊ
willÊbeÊonÊtheirÊforeheads. 5 AndÊthereÊwillÊbeÊnoÊmoreÊnight;ÊtheyÊneedÊnoÊ
lightÊofÊlampÊorÊsun,ÊforÊtheÊLordÊGodÊwillÊbeÊtheirÊlight,ÊandÊtheyÊwillÊ
reignÊforeverÊandÊever. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung by the congregation) 
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Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 14. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:23-29 
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus 
taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home will experience a peace that 
overcomes fear. 

23 JesusÊanswered [JudasÊ(notÊIscariot),] “ThoseÊwhoÊloveÊmeÊwillÊkeepÊmyÊ
word,ÊandÊmyÊFatherÊwillÊloveÊthem,ÊandÊweÊwillÊcomeÊtoÊthemÊandÊmakeÊ
ourÊhomeÊwithÊthem. 24 WhoeverÊdoesÊnotÊloveÊmeÊdoesÊnotÊkeepÊmyÊ
words;ÊandÊtheÊwordÊthatÊyouÊhearÊisÊnotÊmine,ÊbutÊisÊfromÊtheÊFatherÊwhoÊ
sentÊme. 
  25 “IÊhaveÊsaidÊtheseÊthingsÊtoÊyouÊwhileÊIÊamÊstillÊwithÊyou. 26 ButÊtheÊ
Advocate,ÊtheÊHolyÊSpirit,ÊwhomÊtheÊFatherÊwillÊsendÊinÊmyÊname,ÊwillÊ
teachÊyouÊeverything,ÊandÊremindÊyouÊofÊallÊthatÊIÊhaveÊsaidÊtoÊyou. 27 PeaceÊ
IÊleaveÊwithÊyou;ÊmyÊpeaceÊIÊgiveÊtoÊyou.ÊIÊdoÊnotÊgiveÊtoÊyouÊasÊtheÊworldÊ
gives.ÊDoÊnotÊletÊyourÊheartsÊbeÊtroubled,ÊandÊdoÊnotÊletÊthemÊbeÊafraid. 28 
YouÊheardÊmeÊsayÊtoÊyou,Ê‘IÊamÊgoingÊaway,ÊandÊIÊamÊcomingÊtoÊyou.’ÊIfÊ
youÊlovedÊme,ÊyouÊwouldÊrejoiceÊthatÊIÊamÊgoingÊtoÊtheÊFather,ÊbecauseÊtheÊ
FatherÊisÊgreaterÊthanÊI. 29 AndÊnowÊIÊhaveÊtoldÊyouÊthisÊbeforeÊitÊoccurs,ÊsoÊ
thatÊwhenÊitÊdoesÊoccur,ÊyouÊmayÊbelieve.” 

Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Rayl 
  
Sermon Hymn      “Give to Our God Immortal Praise”           No. 848 

 

 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

The Offering     
 

Musical Offertory  “Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)”       J. Houston     
                       FSJ Chancel Choir 
        JoAnne Chrysocoos, guest director 

Offering Prayer 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as your 
were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the 
offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the cross gave 
salvation to all, that, where death began, there life might be 
restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a 
tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P:   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took   
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and 
with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 
these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who 
share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 

P: Hear us as we pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 

10 

And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
    
Invitation to Communion  

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
C: Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine. 
 

(After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in 
our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
Memorial Day Remembrance 
 

Blessing 
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 
to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (+) Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn      “O, Beautiful for Spacious Skies”            No. 888 
 

Dismissal 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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    P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude                                                             Dr. Anthony Pattin                                    

 

**** 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
 

ELDERS     
Bill Nelson 
Matt Miller 
 
READER 
Susie  Purewal 
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May 25, 2025                                  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 
 

A Peace That Opens Doors 
 
BeforeÊhisÊdeath,ÊJesusÊtoldÊhisÊdisciplesÊhowÊheÊandÊtheÊ

oneÊwhomÊheÊcalledÊFatherÊwouldÊcomeÊtoÊthoseÊwhoÊloveÊhimÊ
andÊ"makeÊourÊhomeÊwithÊthem."ÊGodÊwillÊsendÊthemÊtheÊHolyÊ
Spirit,ÊandÊJesusÊleavesÊthemÊhisÊpeace.ÊTheyÊneedÊnotÊbeÊ
afraid.Ê 

OnÊtheÊsecondÊSundayÊofÊEasterÊweÊheardÊofÊJesus'ÊfirstÊ
resurrectionÊappearanceÊtoÊtheseÊsameÊdisciplesÊwhoÊwereÊ
afraidÊandÊhidingÊbehindÊlockedÊdoors.ÊJesusÊcameÊspeakingÊ
peaceÊtoÊthemÊandÊbreathedÊonÊthemÊtheÊnewÊlifeÊofÊtheÊHolyÊ
Spirit.ÊHeÊsentÊthemÊoutÊfromÊbehindÊtheÊlockedÊdoorsÊtoÊcarryÊ
onÊhisÊmessageÊandÊministryÊofÊforgiveness.Ê 

TheÊpeaceÊofÊJesusÊisÊnotÊtheÊpeaceÊofÊaÊgatedÊ
community,ÊachievedÊbyÊdefendingÊagainstÊfear.ÊItÊisÊaÊpeaceÊ
whichÊfreesÊusÊfromÊfearÊsoÊthatÊweÊcanÊopenÊtheÊdoorsÊtoÊ
everyoneÊGodÊinvites.ÊSoÊLydiaÊopenedÊherÊhouse,ÊfirstÊtoÊPaulÊ
andÊhisÊcompany,ÊlaterÊtoÊtheÊlocalÊChristianÊcommunityÊthatÊ
gatheredÊthere.ÊHerÊhospitalityÊseemsÊtoÊflowÊdirectlyÊfromÊherÊ
baptism.ÊWhatÊwouldÊourÊcommunitiesÊlookÊlikeÊifÊweÊ
understoodÊourÊbaptismÊasÊaÊcallÊtoÊsuchÊradicalÊhospitality?ÊIfÊ
weÊletÊJesusÊopenÊtheÊdoorsÊofÊourÊhomesÊandÊchurchesÊasÊwellÊ
asÊourÊhearts?Ê 

TheÊpromiseÊofÊRevelationÊisÊthatÊtheÊgatesÊofÊtheÊ
heavenlyÊcityÊwillÊneverÊbeÊshut,ÊforÊthereÊwillÊbeÊnoÊfearÊofÊ
enemies.ÊGodÊwillÊkeepÊtheÊcityÊsecureÊwithÊitsÊgatesÊwideÊ
open.ÊThroughÊbaptismÊweÊhaveÊalreadyÊsetÊfootÊinÊthatÊcity,ÊforÊ
weÊhaveÊenteredÊintoÊtheÊriverÊofÊtheÊwaterÊofÊlifeÊthatÊflowsÊ
fromÊtheÊthroneÊofÊGod.ÊThroughÊbaptismÊweÊalreadyÊliveÊinÊaÊ
cityÊwhereÊChrist'sÊpeaceÊisÊabundantlyÊpresent,ÊandÊallÊtheÊ
doorsÊareÊopen.Ê 

 
 

 
 

 


