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May 11, 2025                                             Fourth Sunday of Easter  

 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting 
soon).  Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 

       8:00 am      Early Worship 
       9:15 am      JAM Sunday School  
       9:15 am          Adult Sunday School 
      10:30 am      Late Worship 
        2:00 pm      Chapel Communion  
     (2nd Sunday of the month) 
  
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Sඝඖඌඉඡ Sඋඐ඗඗ඔ ຺ Cඉගඍඋඐඑඛඕ  JAM Sunday School (church 
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at 
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.  
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd 
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A 
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the 
basement of the church.  
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 

Prelude                                                           Damon Coleman, Cello 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
  
Opening Hymn             “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”                    No. 786 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P: Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received 
in baptism are renewed every day. Let us give thanks together for 
the life given in baptism. 
 

(The water is poured into the baptismal fount.) 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: for water to 
bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in and waters that inspire 
wonder, for water that gives life to our planet. 
C: We give thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: for water 
from the faucet, for rain and snow, for the Maumee River, Lake Erie, 
and all the smaller creeks and streams. 
C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 

P: We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for 
delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, for leading 
your people Israel through the sea into freedom, for preserving your 
prophet Elijah through the time of drought, for guiding your people 
across the Jordan into a new land, for quenching the Samaritan 
woman’s thirst with living water. 
C: We give you thanks, O God, for your salvation through 
water. 
 

P: We give your thanks for the life of the baptized, for all who 
worship in your name, for godparents and baptismal sponsors, for 
children and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 
C: We give you thanks, O God for the life of all baptized. 
P: We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: for 
our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters; for our new birth 
into a life of forgiveness of sin, redemption and service; for our 
calling to be your people, and for being sent out as the body of 
Christ for the life of the world. 

 

4 

C: We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity (+) now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn  “We are Baptized in Christ Jesus” v. 1-2         No. 451 
(printed below) 

 

    We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his 
death; that as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand 
new life. And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 

we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 

    In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, in 
the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, God has 
made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; in the losing 

and the winning we hold fast. 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
  
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to 

the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; as it was in the 
beginning, glory now resounds again in a song that has no 

ending. Amen 
The Greeting and Prayer 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal 
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do 
your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Special Music       J.A.M. Sunday School Kids 
   

“Lord’s Army”  
“Let Your Light Shine ”  

“B-I-B-L-E” 
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Introduction 
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is 
the promise of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for 
those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation 
vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. 
Her kindness and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the 
widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through 
the power of prayer. 
36 NowÊinÊJoppaÊthereÊwasÊaÊdiscipleÊwhoseÊnameÊwasÊTabitha,ÊwhichÊinÊ
GreekÊisÊDorcas.ÊSheÊwasÊdevotedÊtoÊgoodÊworksÊandÊactsÊofÊcharity. 37 AtÊ
thatÊtimeÊsheÊbecameÊillÊandÊdied.ÊWhenÊtheyÊhadÊwashedÊher,ÊtheyÊlaidÊherÊ
inÊaÊroomÊupstairs. 38 SinceÊLyddaÊwasÊnearÊJoppa,ÊtheÊdisciples,ÊwhoÊheardÊ
thatÊPeterÊwasÊthere,ÊsentÊtwoÊmenÊtoÊhimÊwithÊtheÊrequest,Ê“PleaseÊcomeÊtoÊ
usÊwithoutÊdelay.” 39 SoÊPeterÊgotÊupÊandÊwentÊwithÊthem;ÊandÊwhenÊheÊ
arrived,ÊtheyÊtookÊhimÊtoÊtheÊroomÊupstairs.ÊAllÊtheÊwidowsÊstoodÊbesideÊ
him,ÊweepingÊandÊshowingÊtunicsÊandÊotherÊclothingÊthatÊDorcasÊhadÊmadeÊ
whileÊsheÊwasÊwithÊthem. 40 PeterÊputÊallÊofÊthemÊoutside,ÊandÊthenÊheÊkneltÊ
downÊandÊprayed.ÊHeÊturnedÊtoÊtheÊbodyÊandÊsaid,Ê“Tabitha,ÊgetÊup.”ÊThenÊ
sheÊopenedÊherÊeyes,ÊandÊseeingÊPeter,ÊsheÊsatÊup. 41 HeÊgaveÊherÊhisÊhandÊ
andÊhelpedÊherÊup.ÊThenÊcallingÊtheÊsaintsÊandÊwidows,ÊheÊshowedÊherÊtoÊbeÊ
alive. 42 ThisÊbecameÊknownÊthroughoutÊJoppa,ÊandÊmanyÊbelievedÊinÊtheÊ
Lord. 43 MeanwhileÊheÊstayedÊinÊJoppaÊforÊsomeÊtimeÊwithÊaÊcertainÊSimon,Ê
aÊtanner. 
 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 23 - Congregation responds in BOLD. 
 

1TheÊLORDÊisÊmyÊshepherd,ÊIÊshallÊnotÊwant. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters; 
 

 3heÊrestoresÊmyÊsoul. 
 HeÊleadsÊmeÊinÊrightÊpaths 
 forÊhisÊname'sÊsake. 
 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
 I fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff — 
 they comfort me. 
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 5YouÊprepareÊaÊtableÊbeforeÊme 
 inÊtheÊpresenceÊofÊmyÊenemies; 
 youÊanointÊmyÊheadÊwithÊoil; 
 myÊcupÊoverflows. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
 my whole life long. 

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ 
is also the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering. 
9 AfterÊthisÊIÊlooked,ÊandÊthereÊwasÊaÊgreatÊmultitudeÊthatÊnoÊoneÊcouldÊ
count,ÊfromÊeveryÊnation,ÊfromÊallÊtribesÊandÊpeoplesÊandÊlanguages,Ê
standingÊbeforeÊtheÊthroneÊandÊbeforeÊtheÊLamb,ÊrobedÊinÊwhite,ÊwithÊpalmÊ
branchesÊinÊtheirÊhands. 10 TheyÊcriedÊoutÊinÊaÊloudÊvoice,Êsaying, 
 “SalvationÊbelongsÊtoÊourÊGodÊwhoÊisÊseatedÊonÊtheÊthrone,ÊandÊtoÊtheÊ
Lamb!” 
11 AndÊallÊtheÊangelsÊstoodÊaroundÊtheÊthroneÊandÊaroundÊtheÊeldersÊandÊtheÊ
fourÊlivingÊcreatures,ÊandÊtheyÊfellÊonÊtheirÊfacesÊbeforeÊtheÊthroneÊandÊ
worshipedÊGod, 12 singing, 
 “Amen!ÊBlessingÊandÊgloryÊandÊwisdom 
 andÊthanksgivingÊandÊhonor 
 andÊpowerÊandÊmight 
 beÊtoÊourÊGodÊforeverÊandÊever!ÊAmen.” 
  13 ThenÊoneÊofÊtheÊeldersÊaddressedÊme,Êsaying,Ê“WhoÊareÊthese,ÊrobedÊinÊ
white,ÊandÊwhereÊhaveÊtheyÊcomeÊfrom?” 14 IÊsaidÊtoÊhim,Ê“Sir,ÊyouÊareÊtheÊ
oneÊthatÊknows.”ÊThenÊheÊsaidÊtoÊme,Ê“TheseÊareÊtheyÊwhoÊhaveÊcomeÊoutÊ
ofÊtheÊgreatÊordeal;ÊtheyÊhaveÊwashedÊtheirÊrobesÊandÊmadeÊthemÊwhiteÊinÊ
theÊbloodÊofÊtheÊLamb. 
 15 ForÊthisÊreasonÊtheyÊareÊbeforeÊtheÊthroneÊofÊGod, 
  andÊworshipÊhimÊdayÊandÊnightÊwithinÊhisÊtemple, 
  andÊtheÊoneÊwhoÊisÊseatedÊonÊtheÊthroneÊwillÊshelterÊthem. 
 16 TheyÊwillÊhungerÊnoÊmore,ÊandÊthirstÊnoÊmore; 
  theÊsunÊwillÊnotÊstrikeÊthem, 
  norÊanyÊscorchingÊheat; 
 17 forÊtheÊLambÊatÊtheÊcenterÊofÊtheÊthroneÊwillÊbeÊtheirÊshepherd, 
  andÊheÊwillÊguideÊthemÊtoÊspringsÊofÊtheÊwaterÊofÊlife, 
 andÊGodÊwillÊwipeÊawayÊeveryÊtearÊfromÊtheirÊeyes.” 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Special Music              ‘Elegy’       Faure 
      Damon Coleman, cello 
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Gospel Acclamation (sung by the congregation) 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 10. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 10:22-30 
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he 
and the Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his 
voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand. 
22 AtÊthatÊtimeÊtheÊfestivalÊofÊtheÊDedicationÊtookÊplaceÊinÊJerusalem.ÊItÊwasÊ
winter, 23 andÊJesusÊwasÊwalkingÊinÊtheÊtemple,ÊinÊtheÊporticoÊofÊSolomon. 24

 SoÊtheÊJewsÊgatheredÊaroundÊhimÊandÊsaidÊtoÊhim,Ê“HowÊlongÊwillÊyouÊ
keepÊusÊinÊsuspense?ÊIfÊyouÊareÊtheÊMessiah,ÊtellÊusÊplainly.” 25 JesusÊ
answered,Ê“IÊhaveÊtoldÊyou,ÊandÊyouÊdoÊnotÊbelieve.ÊTheÊworksÊthatÊIÊdoÊinÊ
myÊFather’sÊnameÊtestifyÊtoÊme; 26 butÊyouÊdoÊnotÊbelieve,ÊbecauseÊyouÊdoÊ
notÊbelongÊtoÊmyÊsheep. 27 MyÊsheepÊhearÊmyÊvoice.ÊIÊknowÊthem,ÊandÊtheyÊ
followÊme. 28 IÊgiveÊthemÊeternalÊlife,ÊandÊtheyÊwillÊneverÊperish.ÊNoÊoneÊ
willÊsnatchÊthemÊoutÊofÊmyÊhand. 29 WhatÊmyÊFatherÊhasÊgivenÊmeÊisÊgreaterÊ
thanÊallÊelse,ÊandÊnoÊoneÊcanÊsnatchÊitÊoutÊofÊtheÊFather’sÊhand. 30 TheÊ
FatherÊandÊIÊareÊone.” 
 

Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Rayl 
  
Sermon Hymn          “The Lord’s My Shepherd”                   No. 778 

 

 (Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

(Please be seated)  
The Offering     
 

Musical Offertory         “Faith of Our Mothers”                            
               Damon Coleman, Cello  
 

Offering Prayer 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as your 
were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the 
offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the cross gave 
salvation to all, that, where death began, there life might be 
restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a 
tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P:   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took   
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 

P: We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and 
with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 
these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who 
share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 

P: Hear us as we pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
    
Invitation to Communion  

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
C: Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine. 
 

(After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in 
our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 
to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (+) Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn         “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”          No. 773 
 
 

 



 

11 

    Dismissal 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude                                                               Dr. Anthony Pattin                                    

 

**** 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 
 

ELDERS     
Dick Haar 
John Roth 
 
READER 
Susie Purewal 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Andy Hodges  

 

12 

SPECIAL GUEST MUSICIAN: 
 
 

DAMON COLEMAN 
 
 

Cellist Damon Coleman be-
gan his cello studies through 
the Suzuki method in his 
hometown of Detroit, Michi-
gan. During high school, Da-
mon studied cello with mem-
bers of the Detroit Sympho-
ny and University of Michi-
gan faculty. He did his un-
dergraduate work at the 
Eastman School of Music as a student of Paul Katz, cel-
list of the Cleveland Quartet.  Damon was a member of 
the New World Symphony in Miami Beach for four years, 
serving as a principal cellist his last two seasons.  He has 
appeared in masterclasses with cellists including Janos 
Starker, Lynn Harrell, and Mstislav Rostropovich.  Da-
mon has been the principal cellist of the Kalamazoo 
Symphony, the Memphis Opera, the Flint Symphony, and 
the Michigan Chamber Orchestra. He has served as a 
faculty member of the Miami School for the Arts, the Ann 
Arbor School for the Arts, the New England Music Camp, 
The PRIZM Music Festival, and the University of Toledo. 
In addition, Damon is a recipient of the King-Chávez-
Parks Visiting Professorship from the University of Michi-
gan.  He has performed concerts of the solo Bach suites 
on international tours, and has been heard throughout 
the concert halls of North America, South America, and 
Europe.  Damon currently maintains a private teaching 
studio in the Sylvania area. He is the Associate Principal 
cellist of the Toledo Symphony, and performs chamber 
music as the cellist of the Bezonian Piano Trio. He is also 
a yearly participant in the Sphinx Music Festival, where 
he regularly serves as a principal cellist.  
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

SUNDAY 
 

June 15, 2025 
  
WeÊ willÊ publiclyÊ acknowledgeÊ allÊ ourÊ
graduatesÊfromÊhighÊschoolÊandÊcollegeÊatÊ
ourÊ worshipÊ serviceÊ onÊ Sunday,Ê JuneÊ 15th.ÊPlease plan on having 
your graduate attend this service as all graduates will be 
recognized.Ê IfÊ youÊ knowÊ ofÊ aÊ graduate,Ê pleaseÊ completeÊ thisÊ formÊ
andÊdropÊitÊinÊtheÊofferingÊplate,ÊmailÊitÊtoÊtheÊchurchÊoffice,ÊorÊfaxÊ
thisÊpageÊtoÊ419-691-7220ÊbyÊMonday,ÊJuneÊ2nd. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
NAMEÊOFÊGRADUATE 
  
______________________________________________ 
GRADUATEDÊFROM 
  
______________________________________________ 
DEGREEÊEARNED 
 
 
NOTABLEÊACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

FUTUREÊPLANSÊ(SCHOOL,ÊWORK,ÊETC.): 
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YES,ÊWEÊPLANÊTOÊBEÊATÊTHEÊSERVICE:ÊÊ______ 
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY 
URGENT NEEDS! 

Please purchase full size items. 
 
 

dish soap  shampoo, child   *disposable razors             

paper towel  *laundry soap    toothbrush, adult  

toilet paper  fabric softener sheets   *toothpaste, adult 

tissues   *body lotion    *sanitary pads 

*deodorant  *body soap    band aids 

shampoo, adult toothpaste, child   toothbrush, child 
  
 
This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene 
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them 
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our 
congregation members. 
 
If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size 
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would 
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome 
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John 
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo 
line. 
 

*denotes high need items for this month 
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A NEW WAY TO GIVE AT FSJ! 
 

We now offer an even easier way to tithe or give to First St.  
John. You can now scan the QR code below or go to:  

https://secure.myvanco.com/YKCE/home 
To setup one-time, or regularly scheduled offerings and 

designate your gifts to specific funds. 
 

You can also download the FREE Vanco Mobile App avail-
able for Apple and Android phones. Follow the instructions 

in the app to set-up your offering with First St. John. 
 

Don’t worry! We still will continue to accept offerings in 
forms of cash or check in the offering plate or mailed to the 

church office: 2471 Seaman St., Toledo, Ohio 43605. 
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May 11, 2025                              FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 

 
Held Securely 

 
"IfÊyouÊareÊtheÊMessiah,ÊtellÊusÊplainly."ÊIÊhaveÊtoldÊyou,Ê

JesusÊresponds,ÊandÊtheÊthingsÊIÊhaveÊdoneÊinÊGod'sÊnameÊhaveÊ
demonstratedÊit.ÊButÊyouÊdon'tÊbelieve,ÊbecauseÊyouÊdon'tÊbelongÊ
toÊmyÊflock. 

JesusÊisÊnotÊsayingÊhereÊthatÊtheÊinvitationÊisÊonlyÊforÊaÊ
selectÊfew.ÊTheÊGospelÊofÊJohnÊstatesÊagainÊandÊagainÊthatÊtheÊ
wholeÊworld,ÊallÊhumanity,ÊisÊtheÊfocusÊofÊGod'sÊsavingÊwork.Ê
Rather,ÊJesusÊisÊsayingÊthatÊheÊcannotÊdemonstrateÊtheÊtruthÊtoÊtheÊ
questionersÊwhoÊremainÊoutside,ÊbecauseÊbelievingÊisÊenteringÊ
intoÊaÊrelationshipÊwithÊGod.ÊBelieversÊabideÊinÊJesus,ÊJesusÊ
abidesÊinÊGod,ÊandÊGodÊabidesÊinÊbelievers.ÊTheÊsheepÊtrustÊtheÊ
shepherdÊwhoÊknowsÊthem,ÊandÊitÊisÊinÊthisÊmutualÊrecognitionÊ
thatÊtheÊtruthÊbecomesÊclear.Ê 

SometimesÊtheÊprophetsÊtalkedÊaboutÊhowÊGodÊwouldÊ
sendÊaÊshepherdÊforÊtheÊpeopleÊofÊIsrael.ÊTheyÊwereÊthinkingÊofÊaÊ
kingÊwhoÊwouldÊactÊtheÊwayÊaÊkingÊshould:ÊnotÊexploitingÊtheÊ
peopleÊbutÊcaringÊforÊthem.ÊPeopleÊtodayÊcontinueÊtoÊlongÊforÊaÊ
powerfulÊleaderÊwhoÊwillÊfixÊtheÊeconomy,ÊcurtailÊcrime,ÊandÊ
protectÊthemÊfromÊallÊenemies.Ê 

InÊtoday'sÊgospel,ÊJesusÊspeaksÊofÊhimselfÊasÊtheÊoneÊwhoÊ
caresÊforÊtheÊsheep,ÊnotÊasÊoneÊwhoÊwieldsÊearthlyÊpower.ÊTheÊ
bookÊofÊRevelationÊsaysÊitÊisÊtheÊLambÊwhoÊwasÊslaughteredÊwhoÊ
willÊbeÊourÊshepherd.ÊJesusÊisÊourÊshepherdÊnotÊbecauseÊheÊisÊ
invulnerableÊandÊpowerful,ÊbutÊbecauseÊoutÊofÊloveÊheÊsharedÊourÊ
humanÊvulnerability.ÊAÊsuperheroÊcouldÊrescueÊusÊwithoutÊ
knowingÊwhoÊweÊare,ÊwithoutÊeverÊknowingÊwhatÊitÊfeelsÊlikeÊtoÊ
beÊhurt.ÊJesusÊdoesn'tÊsaveÊusÊwithÊaÊpowerÊthatÊactsÊonÊusÊfromÊ
theÊoutside.ÊJesusÊsavesÊusÊwhenÊweÊabideÊinÊhimÊandÊheÊabidesÊ
inÊus,ÊwhenÊweÊrecognizeÊhisÊvoiceÊandÊbelieveÊthatÊheÊholdsÊusÊ
securelyÊinÊhisÊwoundedÊhands. 

 
 

 
 

 


