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April 13, 2025                                                               Palm Sunday 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting 
soon).  Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 

       8:00 am      Early Worship 
       9:15 am      JAM Sunday School  
       9:15 am          Adult Sunday School 
      10:30 am      Late Worship 
        2:00 pm      Chapel Communion  
     (2nd Sunday of the month) 
  
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Sඝඖඌඉඡ Sඋඐ඗඗ඔ ຺ Cඉගඍඋඐඑඛඕ  JAM Sunday School (church 
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at 
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.  
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd 
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A 
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the 
basement of the church.  
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 
 



 

3 

ORDER OF WORSHIP - 10:30 am 
 
Prelude                                                                   Dr. Anthony Pattin                     
Ringing of the Bell            
                                      

Palm Sunday Liturgy (please stand) 
 

P:   Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us pray. Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, 
 that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those 
 mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting; through 
 your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen.  
 

Palm Sunday Lesson—Mark 11:1-11 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near 
the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, 
“Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will 
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If 
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ”  
4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As 
they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you 
doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it.  
8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and 
those who followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
  11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had 
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany 
with the twelve.  

(Please raise your palm branches  
for the thanksgiving and the processional.) 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

P: We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by 
 which you have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ  
 our Lord. On this day He entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
 triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by 
 those who scattered their garments and branches of palms in 
 his  path.  
 
 We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear 
 them, and grant that we may ever hail him as our Lord and 
 King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same 
 Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

Processional Hymn      “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”             No. 344 
                 
After the conclusion of the hymn: 
 

P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C: Hosanna in the highest. 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us pray. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the 
 human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our 
 nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy, enable  us 
 to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 
 victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen.  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Announcements 
 
Special Music               “Lenten Medley”      FSJ Bell Choir 
        Cheri Sergent, Director 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Today's reading is a description of the mission of a servant. When early Christians 
read this text they heard the voice of Jesus in this servant of God. Thus, the reading 
was associated with the Lord's passion. The servant does not strike back at his 
detractors but trusts in God's steadfast love. 
 
4The Lord GOD has given me 
 the tongue of a teacher, 
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that I may know how to sustain 
 the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens-- 
 wakens my ear 
 to listen as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
 and I was not rebellious, 
 I did not turn backward. 
6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
 and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
 from insult and spitting. 
7The Lord GOD helps me; 
 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
 8he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
 Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
 Let them confront me. 
9It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty? 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn describing Jesus' death on the cross 
as the Christian’s primary model of obedience and unselfishness. 
 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the form of God, 
 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
7but emptied himself, 
 taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
 8he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to the point of death-- 
 even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
 and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus 
 every knee should bend, 
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 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God, the Father. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 
Lenten Verse   “Return to the Lord Your God”   

Gospel Acclamation 
P:  The Gospel according to St. Luke chapter 23. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 23:1-49 
 

(As a sign of respect and devotion, the Congregation will be instructed to stand 
prior to the reading of our Lord’s death on the cross.) 

 
 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2 They 
began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, 
forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the 
Messiah, a king.” 3 Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
He answered, “You say so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the 
crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” 5 But they 
were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all 
Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.” 
  6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 
And when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him 
off to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw 
Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long 
time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform 
some sign. 9 He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing 
him. 11 Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 
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mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to 
Pilate. 12 That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; 
before this they had been enemies. 
  13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the 
people, 14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was 
perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence and 
have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 
Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing 
to deserve death. 16 I will therefore have him flogged and release him.” 
  18 Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release 
Barabbas for us!” 19 (This was a man who had been put in prison for an 
insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.) 20 Pilate, 
wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 21 but they kept shouting, 
“Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil 
has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I 
will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” 23 But they kept 
urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their 
voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be 
granted. 25 He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in 
prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they 
wished. 
  26 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him 
carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great number of the people followed him, and 
among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for 
him. 28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the days 
are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30 Then they will 
begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 
For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is 
dry?” 
  32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 
with him. 33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left. 34 ÿThen Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 
they are doing.”ÿ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
wine, 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 
There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other 
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, 
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 for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me 
in Paradise.” 
 

(In respect and devotion for our Lord’s death, please Stand) 
 
  44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, 
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he 
breathed his last. 47 When the centurion saw what had taken place, he 
praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 48 And when all 
the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken 
place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 49 But all his 
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, 
stood at a distance, watching these things.  
 

Gospel Response (Spoken)  
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Rayl 
 

Sermon Hymn      “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”             No. 351 
                

  (Please stand) 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

  (Please be seated) 
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Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, Lord.  
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

The Offering  
 

Offertory Music     “The Old Rugged Cross”     Cheri Sergent, bells 
              Dr. Anthony Pattin, piano 

Offering Prayer 
P:  Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide 

our minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our wills, that we 
may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated to you; and then use us, 
we pray, as you will, but always to your glory and the welfare of 
your people, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C:  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people 
to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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P:  Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the     
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  

 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 
end, we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P:  Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ 
Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
P:  Return to God with all your heart. Receive the true nourishment 

for your journey from the one who has offered himself for us. 
C:  We come with open hearts and lives. 
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(Please be seated) 
 

The Communion (distribution will be continuous) 
“All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift 
of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at 
the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have not been baptized 
are welcome to come to receive a blessing.” 
 

(When coming to receive Communion, please fill out a Communion 
registration card located in the pew rack and give it to the usher.) 

 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P:  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for 
justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer, the song of 
grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P:  God bless you (+) that you may be a blessing, in the name of the 

holy and life-giving Trinity. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn       “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”               No. 335 
 

Dismissal 
P:  Go in peace. Share the hope that is in you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                                    Dr. Anthony Pattin                                    
***** 

 
PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

 

ELDERS       
Kevin Ruedy, Jeff Ladd 
 

READER  
Ross Church 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Mark Ackerman 
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April 13, 2025                                                       PALM  SUNDAY 
 

 
 

 
Blessed Is the King 

 
 How quickly Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem turns 
into a prelude for his passion and death! Those who read the 
passion narrative today may wonder how it is that victory and 
agony can occupy such close proximity. 
 The gospel according to Luke records that Jesus entered 
Jerusalem on a colt. He didn't arrive in an elaborately 
decorated carriage pulled by a big stallion--quite likely the 
preferred method of arrival by great political figures in the first 
century. No, Jesus entered Jerusalem humbly seated on the 
back of a colt. This colt had never been ridden before. Neither 
did it have a hand-tooled leather saddle. The disciples simply 
threw their coats on its back for Jesus to sit on. 
 So Jesus' entry into Jerusalem was not really a triumphal 
entry at all. This was not like a conquering emperor coming 
into the city. Jesus did not seem interested in seizing any kind 
of political opportunity. Neither did he want to evade his 
responsibility. 
 In Luke's account, Pilate asked Jesus if he was the 
"king" of the Jews. Jesus' response was one of seeming 
indifference to that kind of authority: "You say so." 
 Our mission in the world is much the same as Christ's as 
he entered Jerusalem on a colt. We are not called to conquer 
the world, but to face our tasks and proclaim God's good news 
humbly, with full awareness of the difficulties we will 
encounter. Our mission, like Christ's, is not to avoid the 
painful realities of the crosses in our lives, but to face them 
head-on, knowing that God will ultimately see us through 
them. 

 

 
 

 


