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April 27, 2025                                          Second Sunday of Easter  

 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting 
soon).  Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 

       8:00 am      Early Worship 
       9:15 am      JAM Sunday School  
       9:15 am          Adult Sunday School 
      10:30 am      Late Worship 
        2:00 pm      Chapel Communion  
     (2nd Sunday of the month) 
  
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Sඝඖඌඉඡ Sඋඐ඗඗ඔ ຺ Cඉගඍඋඐඑඛඕ  JAM Sunday School (church 
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at 
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.  
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd 
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A 
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the 
basement of the church.  
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 

***** 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am 
 

Prelude                                                                   Dr. Anthony Pattin 
                      

Ringing of the Bell            
  
Opening Hymn     “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”         No. 389 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P: Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received 
in baptism are renewed every day. Let us give thanks together for 
the life given in baptism. 
 

(The water is poured into the baptismal fount.) 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: for water to 
bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in and waters that inspire 
wonder, for water that gives life to our planet. 
C: We give thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: for water 
from the faucet, for rain and snow, for the Maumee River, Lake Erie, 
and all the smaller creeks and streams. 
C: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
 

P: We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for 
delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, for leading 
your people Israel through the sea into freedom, for preserving your 
prophet Elijah through the time of drought, for guiding your people 
across the Jordan into a new land, for quenching the Samaritan 
woman’s thirst with living water. 
C: We give you thanks, O God, for your salvation through 
water. 
 

P: We give your thanks for the life of the baptized, for all who 
worship in your name, for godparents and baptismal sponsors, for 
children and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 
C: We give you thanks, O God for the life of all baptized. 
P: We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: for 
our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters; for our new birth 
into a life of forgiveness of sin, redemption and service; for our 
calling to be your people, and for being sent out as the body of 
Christ for the life of the world. 
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C: We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity (+) now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn  “We are Baptized in Christ Jesus” v. 1-2         No. 451 
(printed below) 

 

    We are baptized in Christ Jesus, we are baptized in his 
death; that as Christ is raised victorious, we might live a brand 
new life. And if we have been united in a dreadful death like his, 

we will all be reunited, for he lives. 
 

    In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, in 
the waiting arms of Jesus who is risen from the dead, God has 
made a new beginning from the ashes of our past; in the losing 

and the winning we hold fast. 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.  
The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
  
Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to 

the Holy Spirit, ever three and ever one; as it was in the 
beginning, glory now resounds again in a song that has no 

ending. Amen 
The Greeting and Prayer 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray, O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with 
the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive 
our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 
 

 

Announcements 
 
Introduction 
In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to 
believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the 
Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard 
to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign 
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celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, 
the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of 
holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and 
offering us his peace.  
 
FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. His response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early 
church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance. 
27 When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the 
council. The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict 
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29 
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any 
human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you 
had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as 
Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness 
of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 118: 14-29 
 
14 The LORD is my strength and my might; 
he has become my salvation. 
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 
 
16 the right hand of the LORD is exalted; 
the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.” 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 
and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
 
18 The LORD has punished me severely, 
but he did not give me over to death. 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
that I may enter through them 
and give thanks to the LORD. 
 
20 This is the gate of the LORD; 
the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
and have become my salvation. 
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22 The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD’s doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 
O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 

 
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 
We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27 The LORD is God, 
and he has given us light. 
 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 
up to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
you are my God, I will extol you. 
 
29 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever.  
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8 
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced 
by a Christian prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless 
redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time. 
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from 
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and 
made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who 
was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.  
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung by the congregation) 

 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 20. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen 
Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships 
Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also for 
those who “have not seen and yet believe.” 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 
I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
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have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that 
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Rayl 
  
Sermon Hymn                “Thine is the Glory”                       No. 376 

 
 (Please stand) 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us, O Lord, 
C:  your mercy is great. 
 

(Please be seated)  
The Offering     
 
Musical Offertory                                                Dr. Anthony Pattin  
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Offering Prayer 
P: Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as your 
were made known to the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the 
offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the tree of the cross gave 
salvation to all, that, where death began, there life might be 
restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a 
tree be overcome. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

P:   In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took   
bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 

10 

P:   Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 

P: We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 
these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who 
share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen, amen, amen. 
 

P: Hear us as we pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.    
    
Invitation to Communion  

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  
C: Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

(Please be seated)  
The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
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If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the 
wine. 
 

(After all have received communion, please stand.) 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
sustain you in God’s grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 
to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (ÿ) Son, and 
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn    “Go, My Children, With My Blessing”  No. 543 
 

Dismissal 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude                                                               Dr. Anthony Pattin                                    

 

**** 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

ELDERS    READER 
Tom Gaskins, Terry Ruedy  Susie Purewal 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Beth Hugueley 
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April 27, 2025                             SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 

 
Touch the Broken Bread 

 
  It has been said that when the first paintings of a New 
England autumn made their way back to Europe, many people 
refused to believe their accuracy. The vivid foliage seemed as 
likely as streets paved with gold. The impulse to doubt 
extravagant claims without direct proof is part of human nature. 
It wasn't the Europeans' fault that they had never seen sugar 
maples. It wasn't Thomas's fault that he hadn't been there with 
the other disciples on Sunday evening when the risen Jesus first 
came to them. Probably any other of the disciples would have 
reacted the same way in his place. What Jesus says to Thomas 
("Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.") is not 
meant to shame him. After all, Jesus apparently comes to the 
disciples again for Thomas's sake, so that he will not be left 
out. What Jesus says to Thomas is for our sake. We are no less 
blessed than the eyewitnesses; we too have the story, written so 
that we will come to believe.  
 What makes this different from a painting of autumn 
glory is that the story is not just something we experience as 
passive observers or listeners. We are brought into the story, 
born as children of God, filled with the living water of the 
Spirit, nourished with the bread of life that is Jesus' own body. 
Believing, we have new life. That new life of water and bread 
and Spirit is for us the chance to touch the living God who took 
on our woundedness. Come and hear the story; you are as much 
a part of it as Thomas. Come and touch the broken bread, the 
body of Christ, broken that we might live with him.  

 
 

 
 

 


