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And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto
them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.
-Luke 2:51 K]V
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December 29, 2024

December 29, 2024

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting
soon). Our regular Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Late Worship
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

First Sunday of Christmas

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooL & CATEcHIsMm JAM Sunday School (church
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the
basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a

loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP - 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell
(Please Stand)

Opening Hymn “The First Noel” No.300

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debft to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, 1 lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O
God, and open our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all
things we may think and act according to your good will and may live
continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements
Special Music “O Holy Night” Adams
“Sweet Little Jesus Boy” MacGimsey

Dana Baker, baritone

Introduction

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the
boy Jesus, both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature
and in favor with God and humankind. We too have returned to the
house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,”
who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, Hannah visits him every year
when she and her husband Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God
grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all.

'8 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod.
His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year,
when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. ** Then Eli
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would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with
children by this woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then
they would return to their home.

*Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor
with the Lord and with the people.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 148 (congregation responds in BOLD.)

! Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD from the heavens;
E)raise him in the heights!

Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his host!

3 Praise him, sun and moon;

g)raise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens,

and you waters above the heavens!

> Let them praise the name of the LORD,

for he commanded and they were created.

% He established them forever and ever;

he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.

7 Praise the LORD from the earth,

you sea monsters and all deeps,

8 fire and hail, snow and frost,
stormy wind fulfilling his command!

? Mountains and all hills,

fruit trees and all cedars!

19'Wild animals and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds!

"' Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!

2 Young men and women alike,
old and young together!

" Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted;

his glory is above earth and heaven.

'Y He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his faithful,

for the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the LORD!

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17

Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new
garments upon arising from the baptismal waters, so all who have received God’s
gift of life in Jesus Christ are covered with the character of Christ.

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other;
just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. '* Above all,
clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. '° And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body. And be thankful. '® Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. ' And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.
(Please stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.



Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 2.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52

Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in
this environment of faithful adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual
maturity and an understanding of his identity and mission.

*'Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. ** And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for
the festival. ** When the festival was ended and they started to return, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. **
Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey.
Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. **
When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for
him. *® After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. ” And all who heard
him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. ** When his parents
saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching
for you in great anxiety.” *’ He said to them, “Why were you searching for
me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” *° But they
did not understand what he said to them. >' Then he went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all
these things in her heart.

> And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human
favor.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Rayl!

Sermon Hymn “In a Lowly Manger Born” No. 718

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated)

The Offering

Offertory Music “‘Amen!” Traditional Spiritual

Dana Baker, baritone

(Please Stand)

Offering Prayer

P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and
from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus
Christ.

C: Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.




Blessing
P: God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the

light, God, our hope for the journey, () bless and keep you now
and forever.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Angels We Have Heard on High” No. 289

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
8:00am - Dick Haar
John Roth
10:30am - Tom Gaskins
Terry Ruedy
READER

8:00am - Carol Haar
10:30am - Toni Wilbarger

SOUND BOARD
10:30am - Beth Hugueley

Please Welcome Special Guest,
Dana Baker, baritone

Dana Cornell Baker was born and raised in
Toledo Ohio, where he grew up in a singing
family full of musicians and has been singing
for over 40 years, doing numerous solo
concerts and performing as a featured soloist,
including at weddings and funerals.

He was involved in musical theater at the Toledo Repertoire Theatre
and the Toledo Opera. Dana was also cast in “Porgy and Bess” in
1998 at the Detroit Opera, as, “Jim”, which was life-changing for
him, performing with Multi-Award Winner, Peabo Bryson, as
“Sporting Life.”

Dana moved to Nashville for 12 years and was part of the praise
team at New River Fellowship Church, under the music direction of
Christian music icon, Michael W. Smith. He moved to Southern
California in 2013 and there he was a member of the Crystal
Cathedral Choir for 6 years; including singing solos and duets on the
broadcast every Saturday night, that reached millions of people. He
also toured with the “Hour of Power Choir,” in 2018, in Amsterdam.

He returned to Toledo, Ohio in August 2023. Currently he is singing
at churches in the Toledo area and will continue to pursue singing
on a professional basis. Dana loves to use his voice and personality
to lift the name of Jesus Christ wherever God leads him.

PLEASE WELCOME DANA TO FSJ!
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY
URGENT NEEDS!

Please purchase full size items.

dish soap shampoo, child *disposable razors
paper towel *laundry soap toothbrush, adult
toilet paper fabric softener sheets *toothpaste, adult
tissues *body lotion *sanitary pads
*deodorant *body soap band aids
shampoo, adult toothpaste, child toothbrush, child

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our
congregation members.

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo
line.

*denotes high need items for this month
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December 29, 2024 FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

Faithful Parenting

In today's gospel reading we hear that Mary and Joseph
went to Jerusalem for the Passover "every year." When Jesus was
twelve years old, they went "as usual" for the festival. Every year.
As usual. These suggest a rhythm, a pattern, a discipline. Religious
observance, worship, and faithfulness were part of this family's life
from the beginning. Their relationship to God was evident in more
than an annual ritual.

When a frazzled Mary and Joseph finally locate their
missing son in the temple, his reply to their relief and scolding
holds a double meaning. Jesus clearly makes reference to being in
the house of his heavenly parent, but it seems he may also be
saying something like this: "Didn't you know that I would be at
home here?" Raised as he was by faithful parents, Jesus expects
that Mom and Dad would know where to look for him: at home.

Do our children feel at home in this community of faith?
Raising children in faith, raising children to feel "at home" in the
family we call the church, is the most important job you who are
parents will ever have. This is the promise you made at your
child's baptism: to help him make a home among God's faithful
people; to help her grow in the knowledge of God's love for her.
Mary and Joseph traveled with a whole host of friends and
relatives. Your parents travel with a whole community of sisters
and brothers in Christ who have promised to support you in your
ministry of Christian parenting.

Not all of us are parents, but all of us are children. We are
somebody's earthly children, but even more importantly, we are
God's children. God's parenting of us is sure and trustworthy, and
so we, too, continue to grow in the wisdom and knowledge of
God.
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