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Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community
November 24, 2024 - 10:30 am

November 24, 2024 Christ The King

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting
soon). Our regular Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Late Worship
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooL & CATEcHIsMm JAM Sunday School (church
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the
basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a

loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell
(Please Stand)

Opening Hymn “Crown Him With Many Crowns” No.855

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debft to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your

beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the
people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united
by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

J.A.M. Kids Special Music
Directed by Courtney Miller

“Hello, Everybody”

“The Countdown”

“If You’re Happy”
“Thankful”

Introduction

Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people
still longed for a true king to set things right. He would have the
king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a
human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus
is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king.
His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and
those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look
forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be
the nonviolent victory of love.



FIRST READING: Daniel 7:13-14

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though
the oppression they were experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message
is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all nations to

account and will give dominion to “one like a human being, ” the Messiah.

" As I watched in the night visions,

I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.

And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.

' To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,

that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.

His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,

and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 93 (congregation responds in BOLD)

" The LORD is king, he is robed in majesty;

the LORD is robed, he is girded with strength.

He has established the world; it shall never be moved;
2 your throne is established from of old;

you are from everlasting.

3 The floods have lifted up, O LORD,

the floods have lifted up their voice;

the floods lift up their roaring.

* More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters,
more majestic than the waves of the sea,

majestic on high is the LORD!

> Your decrees are very sure;
holiness befits your house,
O LORD, forevermore.

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans
all of time. Similarly, Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead
who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we eagerly
await.

*® Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, > and from
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of
the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, ®and
made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

" Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.

8« am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who

was and who is to come, the Almighty.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.
Special Music “Will You Commit to Him?” Whitaker
Craig & Bennett Whitaker
(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. John, chapter 18.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 18:33-37
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of

exercising power: through force or with love.

33 Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?” ** Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on
your own, or did others tell you about me?” ** Pilate replied, “I am not a
Jew, am 1? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to
me. What have you done?” * Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from
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this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.” *’ Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the
truth listens to my voice.”

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn “Rejoice, For Christ is King!” No. 430

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated)

The Offering

Offertory Music “Surely The Presence of the Lord Is In This Place”
FSJ Chancel Choir
Craig Whitaker, Director

(Please Stand)

Offering Prayer

P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and
from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus
Christ.

C: Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T OTUTOTOT

: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: To you, O God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C: Amen.
P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:



The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C: We come at our Lord’s command.

(Please be seated)

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
tfo gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our
being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and
serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: The God of all, who raised -+ Jesus from the dead, bless you by
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation..

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Lift High the Cross” No. 660

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin

+++++

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Kevin Ruedy
Matt Miller

READER
Toni Wilbarger

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley

+++++

PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY
URGENT NEEDS!

Please purchase full size items.

dish soap shampoo, child *disposable razors
paper towel *laundry soap toothbrush, adult
toilet paper fabric softener sheets *toothpaste, adult
tissues *body lotion *sanitary pads
*deodorant *body soap band aids

shampoo, adult toothpaste, child toothbrush, child

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our

congregation members.

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo
line.

*denotes high need items for this month
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2024 POINSETTIA SALE
SPONSORED BY THE ALTAR GUILD

Fill in the form below to place your order for
poinsettias to be used during worship at Christmas
time. You can place this form with payment in the
offering plate or mail it in to the church office. Payment must
accompany orders. Checks payable to: First St. John

. . . h
Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, December 15™.
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Number of plants @ $15.00 each Enclosed: $
Color (circle one) Red White

Name

Phone

In Loving Memory of (Deceased)

In Honor of (Living)

November 24, 2024 CHRIST THE KING

Otherworldly

In today's gospel Jesus says that his kingdom is not of this
world. At times Christianity has been accused of being
otherworldly--so concerned with the life to come that it is of no
earthly good. That generalization can appear to be true if we
consider this world to be not as important as the world to come.
The themes of November in the church year are certainly
otherworldly. We celebrate the harvest of the saints to life eternal.
We reflect on the last judgment, the last things, death, and
everlasting life.

What shall me make of Jesus' words that his kingdom is
not of this world? Does it mean that our faith has no relation to
daily life and the real issues of our world? Does it mean that we
should only be concerned with heaven?

Not at all. Jesus' kingdom is not based on human power. It
does not involve favoritism or fighting, domination or
exploitation, status or conquest. Rather, it is a kingdom of justice
and peace and love.

On this last Sunday of the church year we hear of ultimate
truth. The source of this truth may be otherworldly, but it is all
about this world. It is this world that God loves. Christianity
claims that God became flesh in Christ for the sake of the world.
We proclaim a God who suffers with us, whose care and love are
known in our daily lives. Christ reigns among all those who are
weak, poor, or in need, and we discover this truth anew as we
work for an end to injustice, poverty, hatred, and violence.

Each Sunday we gather around word and meal so that the
ultimate truth of Christ's humble reign may send us forth to love
the world, both in its suffering and in its glory.
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