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November 17, 2024                             26th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting 
soon).  Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 

       8:00 am      Early Worship 
       9:15 am      JAM Sunday School  
       9:15 am          Adult Sunday School 
      10:30 am      Late Worship 
        2:00 pm      Chapel Communion  
     (2nd Sunday of the month) 
  
Lඑඞඍඛගකඍඉඕ ඉඖඌ Rඍඋ඗කඌඍඌ W඗කඛඐඑ඘: We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
Sඕඑඔඍ! Y඗ඝ’කඍ Oඖ Cඉඕඍකඉ: Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
Iඕ඘඗කගඉඖග Rඍඕඑඖඌඍක: Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
Sඝඖඌඉඡ Sඋඐ඗඗ඔ ຺ Cඉගඍඋඐඑඛඕ  JAM Sunday School (church 
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at 
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.  
 
Nඝකඛඍකඡ is in the church basement and is now available during 2nd 
Service each week; you are welcome to sit with your child as well. A 
diaper changing table is available in the ladies restroom in the 
basement of the church.  
 
Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
Fඔ඗ඟඍකඛ: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
Mඍඕ඗කඑඉඔඛ: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 
 

***** 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP - 10:30 am 
 

Prelude                    Dr. Anthony Pattin 
     

Ringing of the Bell  
(Please Stand) 

 

Opening Hymn           “We Praise You, O God”                     No.870 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us share the peace of the Lord. 
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.”   
 

 We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 

 “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”      No. 857 
 

“Lord I lift your name on high; 
Lord I love to sing your praises, 

I’m so glad you’re in my life, 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings 
salvation to birth. Give us faith to be steadfast amid the tumults of 
this world, trusting that your kingdom comes and your will is done 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C:  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

 

Announcements 
 
Special Music       “Call of Ages”     FSJ Bell Choir 
       Cheri Sergent, Director 
 

Introduction 
November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, 
when we anticipate Christ’s coming again. It is fitting, then, that the 
readings today tell of the final resurrection and the end time. In the 
turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke in 
us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way 
for us where there is no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts 
and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting the one who has 
promised forgiveness. The more we see the last day approaching, 
the more important it is to meet together to provoke one another to 
love. 

FIRST READING: Daniel 12:1-3 
The book of Daniel is an example of apocalyptic literature, which is full of strange 
visions and symbolism. Arising during times of great persecution, apocalyptic 
literature is concerned with God’s revelation about the end time and the coming 
kingdom of God, when God will vindicate the righteous who have been persecuted. 
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1 “At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall 
arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since 
nations first came into existence. But at that time your people shall be 
delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 2 Many of those who 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise shall shine 
like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, 
like the stars forever and ever.” 
 

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 16 (congregation responds in BOLD.) 
 

1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
2 I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 
I have no good apart from you.” 
 
3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 
in whom is all my delight. 
4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
or take their names upon my lips. 
 
5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 
you hold my lot. 
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
I have a goodly heritage. 
 
7 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
in the night also my heart instructs me. 
8 I keep the LORD always before me; 
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
 
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
my body also rests secure. 
10 For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
 
11 You show me the path of life. 
In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25 
Images of worship and sacrifice are used throughout Hebrews to highlight what 
Christ has uniquely accomplished through his death. Because we have received 
forgiveness through Christ’s death, we live with sincere hearts by trusting in 
God’s promises and encouraging love and good works from each other. 
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11 Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and 
again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12 But when 
Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at 
the right hand of God,” 13 and since then has been waiting “until his 
enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14 For by a single 
offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. [15 And 
the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 
 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them 
  after those days, says the Lord: 
 I will put my laws in their hearts, 
  and I will write them on their minds,” 
   17 he also adds, 
 “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
   18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering 
 for sin.] 
 
 19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary 
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us 
through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21 and since we have a 
great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to 
the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is 
faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and 
good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

 
Reader: Word of God, Word of life.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 13. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: Mark 13:1-8 
In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning trials that were 
to come upon them and upon the world. He exhorts the listener: Do not be 
alarmed. 

1 As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” 2 Then Jesus asked 
him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here 
upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
  3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, 
James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will this be, 
and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be 
accomplished?” 5 Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one 
leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and 
they will lead many astray. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 8 For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be 
earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the 
beginning of the birth pangs.” 
 
 

Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated)  
SERMON                 Pastor Rayl 
                  
Sermon Hymn   “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”       No. 712 
 
 

Commissioning of a Call Committee 
 

P: Pastor, CP: Council President, R: Call Committee, C: Congregation  
(Congregation responses in BOLD) 

 

CP: The following persons have been appointed to serve as the Call 
Committee of our church.  
 
As the names are read, those persons present come forward to the front of 

the congregation  
 

P: Dear friends, you have been duly appointed/elected to serve as 
the Call Committee for this congregation in order to seek an 
associate pastor to assist in shepherding and leading us.  
Sacred scripture guides us in our task, to seek a pastor who strives 
for righteousness and godliness, faith and love, endurance and 
gentleness -- a pastor who is a servant as Christ himself was a 
servant - a pastor who is not domineering or quarrelsome, but who 
leads with care and concern for God's flock -- a pastor who is filled 
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with the Holy Spirit and a trustworthy steward of the mysteries of 
God. Yours is a spiritual endeavor on behalf of this congregation. 
Are you willing therefore to be open to the Spirit's leading, and, by 
prayer and holy conversation, to undertake this calling to seek a 
shepherd for us?  
 

R: Yes, by the help of God. 
 

P: Will you be diligent in your seeking, careful in your listening, 
purposeful in your questioning, and respectful in all that you do?  
 

R. Yes, by the help of God.  
 

P: Will you seek the Lord's guidance through Holy Scripture and 
prayer and in your deliberations with your fellow committee 
members until you are brought to one mind, and one will in Christ 
and have chosen God's shepherd for us? 
 

R: Yes, by the help of God. 

(Please stand) 

CP: Let us pray for those who are being installed today and for our 
church as we seek the Lord's guidance during this special time. 
Almighty God, you alone are the great Shepherd of the sheep, and 
we turn to you to lead and guide us in all things. Our trust and our 
hope is in you.  
C: You are the way, the truth and the life.  
 

CP: As you have raised up faithful servants of your holy word to 
tend your flock in each time and place, send us now, we pray, a 
faithful shepherd to assist in leading our flock.  
C: Send us a shepherd,0 Lord.  
 

CP: Send us a shepherd of goodness and grace, of strength and 
faith, of righteousness in your sight.  
C: Send us a shepherd, 0 Lord.  
 

CP: Send us a shepherd to comfort and care for us, to preach your 
word, to teach our children, to baptize and commune, to marry and 
counsel, to visit the sick and lay to rest, to guide us and pray for us. 
C: Send us a shepherd, 0 Lord. 
 

CP: Give us a holy patience in this time of our seeking, a patience 
that trusts in you for our present care, knowing that you will bring 
our good work to fulfillment in your time.  
C: 0 Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

CP: Keep us faithful in mission, regular in worship, responsible in 
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stewardship, mindful of the needy, and diligent in prayer.  
C:0 Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

CP: Fill us all with your Holy Spirit and magnify our gifts of 
discernment, that we might follow your will and leading into a future 
yet unknown.  
C: 0 Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

CP: Bless those who are especially called to serve on the Call 
Committee. Give them the gifts they need to seek and find the 
pastor of your own nurturing, the shepherd of your own choosing, 
that we might be fed by your holy word and sacraments and grow in 
faith and love and ministry.  
C: 0 Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

P. All these things we ask, 0 God, with whatever else we need, in 
the name of him who is the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C. Amen  
 

The minister addresses the Call Committee. 
 

P: I now declare that you have been installed as the Call Committee 
of Church. May God bring your good work to fulfillment and grace in 
Christ's name.  
C: Amen  
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: And also with you.  

The Offering                  
 

Offertory Music             “My Father’s World”             FSJ Bell Choir 
       Cheri Sergent, Director 
 

     (Please Stand)  

Offering Prayer 
P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and 

from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the 
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of 
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by 

the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.. 
C: Amen. 
 

 

Closing Hymn              “Soon and Very Soon”                     No. 439 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude             Dr. Anthony Pattin 
+  +  +  +  +  

 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
ELDERS 
Tom Gaskins 
Terry Ruedy 
 

READER  
Toni Wilbarger 
 

SOUND BOARD 
Dave Wilbarger 
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2024 POINSETTIA SALE 
    SPONSORED BY THE ALTAR GUILD 

 
Fill in the form below to place your order for 
poinsettias to be used during worship at Christmas 
time. You can place this form with payment in the 
offering plate or mail it in to the church office. Payment must 
accompany orders. Checks payable to:  First St. John 
 

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, December 15th. 
 

******************************************************* 
 

Number of plants @ $15.00 each _______ Enclosed: $ __________ 
 
Color (circle one) Red  White   
 
 

Name __________________________________________________ 
 
 

Phone _________________________________ 

 
 

In Loving Memory of (Deceased) ___________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

In Honor of (Living) ______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
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November 17, 2024              26TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
 

Gloom and Doom 
 
  In some places November has more than its share of 
gloomy, overcast days, which can be a source of melancholy 
for some people. The chill in the air is a reminder of the cold 
weather ahead. As the hours of daylight decrease, it appears 
that nature itself is dying. November is the time in the church 
year when we reflect on our mortality and the final chapters of 
human life. 
 Today's gospel includes the gloomy words of Jesus that 
not one stone will be left upon another, a reference to the 
destruction of the temple. Sometimes passages like these are 
used to stir up a fear of judgment day. Some of the Bible's 
passages about the end time are filled with images of potential 
doom. Yet such apocalyptic literature used symbolic and 
cosmic language as a means to give hope and strength to 
believers in a time of persecution.  
 There are times when life can appear overwhelming, and 
we wonder why God doesn't seem to hear or answer our 
prayers. But go deeper. The barren trees, the colder weather, 
and the readings about the end time all invite us to go inward. 
Sometimes it takes an awareness of the end to make us stop and 
look at the beauty of life, and the blessings of God all around 
us. 
 As God has been our help in ages past, God will be our 
hope for years to come. But even more than that, it is the 
present moment that is ours now. We need not fear the gloom 
and doom, for in Christ the sun of God's mercy and 
lovingkindness shines on us. Whether living or dying, healthy 
or ill, content or restless, we belong to God. And while living 
fully and joyfully in the present, we press on toward God's 
promised future and the light of endless day. 

 
 
 

 
 

 


