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Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community
October 6, 2024 - 10:30am

October 6, 2024 20th Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting
soon). Our regular Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Late Worship
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’'RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooL & CATEcHIsM JAM Sunday School (church
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. We
are currently looking to re-start a nursery in the next month or so
with workers to accommodate those who have small children. Stay
tuned!

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.



ORDER OF WORSHIP - 10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell
(Please Stand)

Opening Hymn “Word of God, Come Down from Earth” No0.510

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving

community with one another. Form us for life that is faithful and
steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect
the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us
uncomfortable with a story we find comforting. Jesus’ saying on
divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of
the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who
are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does
it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does?

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:18-24

Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship.
Out of love for humanity, God creates them male and female, to provide
companionship for each other and to become with each other “one flesh.” The
Hebrew words used here are ish (man) and ishshah (woman).

The Lorp God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will
make him a helper as his partner.” '*So out of the ground the Lorp God
formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man
called every living creature, that was its name. **The man gave names to all
cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for
the man there was not found a helper as his partner. *'So the Lorp God
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caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of
his ribs and closed up its place with ﬂesh *2And the rib that the Lorp God
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the
man. Z*Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.”
*Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife,
and they become one flesh.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 8 (congregation responds in BOLD.)

'O LORD, our Sovereign,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants

you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;

4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?

> Yet you have made them a little lower than God,

and crowned them with glory and honor.

% You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,

7 all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,

8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

? O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the
one through whom God created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is

also the one who experienced human suffering and death in order to blaze the path

of salvation for us.

'"Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, “but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appomted heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. *He
is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being,
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made
purlﬁcatlon for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high, *having become as much superior to angels as the name he has
1nher1ted is more excellent than theirs.

Z>Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are
speaking, to angels. °But someone has testified somewhere

“What are human beings that you are mindful of them,

or mortals, that you care for them?
"You have rnade them for a little while lower than the angels;

ou have crowned them with glory and honor,

subj ecting all things under their feet.”
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing out51de their control.
As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them,’but we do see
Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned
with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace
of God he might taste death for everyone.

"1t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to %lory, should make the pioneer of their salvatlon
perfect through sufferings. ' 'For the one who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call
them brothers and sisters, '“saying,

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement

P: The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 10.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16

Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising
activity. These two stories demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are
accepted and valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult men.

’Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a
man to divorce his wife?” *He answered them, “What did Moses command
you?” *They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal
and to divorce her.” *But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of
heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6,But from the beginning of
creation, ‘God made them male and female.” "*For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, *and the two shall
become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. *Therefore
what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

'"Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. ''He
said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits
adultery against her; '*and if she divorces her husband and marries another,
she commits adultery.”

BPeople were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch
them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. "“But when Jesus saw this,
he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs. “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will never enter it.” '°And he took them up in his arms, laid
his hands on them, and blessed them.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Rayl!

Sermon Hymn “Have No Fear, Little Flock” No. 764

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music Dr. Anthony Pattin

(Please Stand)

Offering Prayer

P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and
from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus
Christ.

C: Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation..

C: Amen.




Closing Hymn “This Little Light of Mine” No. 677

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin

++++++++

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'’S SERVICE
ELDERS
Tom Gaskins, Terry Ruedy

READER
Susie Purewal

SOUND BOARD
Mark Ackerman

MONTHLY MINISTRY OUTREACH
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE

Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response will help
equip them to respond to Hurricane Helene and
other disasters, whenever and wherever they
strike.

Your gifts in support of Lutheran Disaster Response
help our church provide immediate relief, such as
water, clothing, qgift cards, tarps and other needs.
Since many hurricanes also require a long-term
response, Lutheran Disaster Response provides
support on the long road to recovery with disaster case
management, construction management, unmet
needs, and emotional and spiritual care.

Lutheran Disaster Response has strong relationships
in the region and is already at work on the ground in
the hardest hit areas. Working alongside synods and
partners, Lutheran Disaster Response is prepared to
expand to all impacted areas.

If interested in donating to this effort, please place
cash or check in the green envelopes in the pews and
place in the offering plate. Thank you!
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY
URGENT NEEDS!

Please purchase full size items.

dish soap shampoo, child *disposable razors
paper towel *laundry soap toothbrush, adult
toilet paper fabric softener sheets toothpaste, adult
*tissues *body lotion *sanitary pads
*deodorant *body soap band aids
shampoo, adult toothpaste, child toothbrush, child

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our
congregation members.

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo
line.

*denotes high need items for this month

11

October 6, 2024 20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Saving Bonds

What are we to do with Jesus' words that those who divorce and
remarry commit adultery? We begin with the historical context
of a society in which laws about marriage and divorce were
concerned mostly with claims to inheritance.

Jewish law allowed divorce, but the rabbis disagreed
regarding the grounds for divorce. The Pharisees try to trick
Jesus to see which interpretation of the law he will support.
Jesus' answer actually demands a higher standard where women's
rights are also of concern. He is more concerned with saving the
bonds of marriage than looking for loopholes for divorce.

Jesus holds up high ideals of living within the dominion of
God. Then as now, we live in a world marked by sin, or
"hardness of heart" as Jesus calls it in today's gospel. Certainly
there are situations where divorce is preferable to emotional or
physical abuse, or to children living in a home devoid of love and
respect. But the deeper truth is that we have all failed in loving
one another.

Whatever our marital situation, God calls us to live in
partnership with one another, forming bonds of love and trust.
These are the human bonds that deepen our joy and make life
bearable in times of grief and pain. God provides many kinds of
partners along the way: family, friends, spouses, companions,
members of our faith community.

God is our ultimate faithful partner, our helper in life. In
baptism God forms a holy bond with us that will never be
broken. Amid the brokenness of our lives we seek to not judge
one another, but rather live with openness and humility. God's
love for us is not based on whether our relationships have
endured. God's faithfulness is the saving bond that will never be
broken, and enables us to leave the past behind and venture with
confidence into the future.
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