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REFORMATION
SUNDAY

Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community
October 27, 2024 - 10:30 am

October 27, 2024

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting
soon). Our regular Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Late Worship
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

Reformation Sunday

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooL & CATECHIsM JAM Sunday School (church
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. We
are currently looking to re-start a nursery in the next month or so
with workers to accommodate those who have small children. Stay
tuned!

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. A chair life is
available to those who need assistance with the stairs.

FLoWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.



ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell
(Please Stand)

Opening Hymn “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” No.843

Rite of Baptism

(Follow the liturgy as printed in the insert making the responses for
the congregation. Please return the insert after the service.)

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debft to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom,
scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have
mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect
your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction
Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up
because by addressing Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a
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politically dangerous claim that Jesus is the rightful king. Could our
prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust powers that be?
Bartimaeus won't give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call for
help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And are our prayers an
honest answer to Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for
you?”

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-9

This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming
from exile in Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”)
and its restoration. The northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria
more than a century before Jeremiah prophesied.

" Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lorbp, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
¥ See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
? With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 126 (congregation responds in BOLD)

"When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.

% Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;

then it was said among the nations,

“The LORD has done great things for them.”

3 The LORD has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.

4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

like the watercourses in the Negeb.
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> May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy.

% Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,

shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 10.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 10:46-52

Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing
Jesus’ identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the
Gospel of Mark.

% As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. *’
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and
say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” * Many sternly ordered
him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” 4 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they
called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is callin

you.” * So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. > Then
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man
said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” >* Jesus said to him, “Go; your
faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed
him on the way.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” No. 779

(Please stand)

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music Just A Closer Walk With Thee Schrader
FSJ Chancel Choir
Craig Whitaker, Guest Director

(Please Stand)

Offering Prayer

P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and
from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus
Christ.

: Amen.

()

The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

. Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T OUTOTOT

: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.



P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: To you, O God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C: Amen.
P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C: We come at our Lord’s command.

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)
P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have
our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and
serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation..

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Be Thou My Vision” No. 793

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin

PLEASE RETURN YOUR BAPTISM INSERTS IN THE
PLASTIC BINS LOCATED AT THE FRONT AND REAR OF
THE CHURCH FOR RE-USE. THANK YOU!

+ 4+ + + +

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'’S SERVICE
ELDERS
Bob Haar, Sherrie Haar

READER
Carol Haar

SOUND BOARD
Amy Nelson



MONTHLY MINISTRY OUTREACH
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE

Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response will help
equip them to respond to Hurricane Helene and
other disasters, whenever and wherever they
strike.

Your gifts in support of Lutheran Disaster Response
help our church provide immediate relief, such as
water, clothing, qgift cards, tarps and other needs.
Since many hurricanes also require a long-term
response, Lutheran Disaster Response provides
support on the long road to recovery with disaster case
management, construction management, unmet
needs, and emotional and spiritual care.

Lutheran Disaster Response has strong relationships
in the region and is already at work on the ground in
the hardest hit areas. Working alongside synods and
partners, Lutheran Disaster Response is prepared to
expand to all impacted areas.

If interested in donating to this effort, please place

cash or check in the green envelopes in the pews and
place in the offering plate. Thank you!

N
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY
URGENT NEEDS!

Please purchase full size items.

dish soap shampoo, child *disposable razors
paper towel *laundry soap toothbrush, adult
toilet paper fabric softener sheets *toothpaste, adult
tissues *body lotion *sanitary pads
*deodorant *body soap band aids
shampoo, adult toothpaste, child toothbrush, child

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our
congregation members.

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo
line.

*denotes high need items for this month
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2024 POINSETTIA SALE
SPONSORED BY THE ALTAR GUILD

Fill in the form below to place your order for
poinsettias to be used during worship at Christmas
time. You can place this form with payment in the :
offering plate or mail it in to the church office. Payment must
accompany orders. Checks payable to: First St. John

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, December 15™.
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Number of plants @ $15.00 each Enclosed: $
Color (circle one) Red White

Name

Phone

In Loving Memory of (Deceased)

In Honor of (Living)
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October 27, 2024 REFORMATION SUNDAY

For Our Time

In certain seasons of our lives we may feel like we have lost
passion and energy within ourselves, in a significant
relationship, in our faith, or even in our involvement with the
church. What once had meaning may now seem empty or dull.

Though we continue to tell the "old, old story" of Jesus
and his love, it is made new in the context of our present-day
lives, and as it leads us forward into the future with a renewed
faith. Though that usually involves change, many of us would
like to remain in the safe and comfortable faith of our
childhood, rather than face the challenges of a mature and
questioning faith.

The Reformation, which we celebrate today, was a time
of great change and upheaval. Martin Luther and the other
reformers made the gospel come alive for that time. They
taught that the heart of the gospel is that we are justified by
God's grace as a gift. There is nothing we can do to earn God's
favor. Rather, the truth that sets us free is that God loves us
unconditionally.

If the gospel is to be fresh and dynamic in each
generation, it means that we will be open to the Spirit's leading
in our day and time. In what ways is the church in need of
reform in our time? Our baptismal journey always leads us
forward into a future in which the gospel will change and
transform us. We seek not only personal salvation, but healing
for the world and all those who live with poverty or
brokenness. As we are set free from the powers of sin and
death, we cannot but help work for justice for all those
enslaved by oppression. We go forth to passionately proclaim
the gospel of God's mercy and grace for our time.
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