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October 20, 2024                                22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services 
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism (starting 
soon).  Our regular Sunday schedule is: 
 

       8:00 am      Early Worship 
       9:15 am      JAM Sunday School  
       9:15 am          Adult Sunday School 
      10:30 am      Late Worship 
        2:00 pm      Chapel Communion  
     (2nd Sunday of the month) 
  
L   R  W : We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
S ! Y ’  O  C : Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
I  R : Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
S  S   C   JAM Sunday School (church 
basement) and Adult Sunday School (lounge) meet each Sunday at 
9:15 am. First year catechism will start soon! If you have a child in 6-
7th grade interested please let Pastor Rayl know.  
 
N  is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. We 
are currently looking to re-start a nursery in the next month or so 
with workers to accommodate those who have small children. Stay 
tuned! 
 
R  are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
F : If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
M : If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP - 10:30 am 
 

Prelude        “A Handbell Dance” 
     “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”    
                     FSJ Bell Choir 
       Cheri Sergent, Director 

Ringing of the Bell  
(Please Stand) 

 

Opening Hymn             “You Servants of God”                      No.825 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
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Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us share the peace of the Lord. 
 

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.”   
 

 We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 

 “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”      No. 857 
 

“Lord I lift your name on high; 
Lord I love to sing your praises, 

I’m so glad you’re in my life, 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into 
goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape us into willing servants 
of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C:  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

 

Announcements 
 
Special Music          “For The Beauty of the Earth”     FSJ Bell Choir 
       Cheri Sergent, Director 
 

Introduction 
Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be 
closest to Jesus, leading to Jesus teaching his followers about 
God’s take on importance and power. Here Jesus makes it explicit 
that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct challenge 
to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power over 
others is what makes you great. When we pray “your kingdom 
come” we are praying for an end to tyranny and oppression. We 
pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame 
transformed to be the sign of great honor and service. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 53:4-12 
This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called 
“servant songs.” Christians are probably most familiar with this servant song. In 
light of Christian faith, the servant’s healing ministry and redemptive suffering are 
understood to be fulfilled in the life and death of Christ. 

4Surely he has borne our infirmities 
  and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 
  struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
  crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
  and by his bruises we are healed. 
 6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
  we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the L  has laid on him 
  the iniquity of us all. 
 
 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
  yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
  so he did not open his mouth. 
 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
  Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
  stricken for the transgression of my people. 
 9They made his grave with the wicked 
  and his tomb with the rich, 
 although he had done no violence, 
  and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
 
 10Yet it was the will of the L  to crush him with pain. 
 When you make his life an offering for sin, 
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the L  shall prosper. 
  11Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
  and he shall bear their iniquities. 
 12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
 because he poured out himself to death, 
  and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
  and made intercession for the transgressors. 
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Reader: Word of God, Word of life.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 91:9-16 (congregation responds in BOLD) 
 

9 Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 
the Most High your dwelling place, 
10 no evil shall befall you, 
no scourge come near your tent. 
 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 
to guard you in all your ways. 
12 On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.  

 

13 You will tread on the lion and the adder, 
the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 
14 Those who love me, I will deliver; 
I will protect those who know my name. 
 
15 When they call to me, I will answer them; 
I will be with them in trouble, 
I will rescue them and honor them. 
16 With long life I will satisfy them, 
and show them my salvation.  

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:1-10 
Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is 
presented as the great high priest who was obedient to God’s saving plan. 
Through his suffering and death he has become the source of eternal salvation. 
1Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things 
pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He 
is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is 
subject to weakness; 3and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his 
own sins as well as for those of the people. 4And one does not presume to 
take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 
 5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, 
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, 
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and 
he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, 
he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made 
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perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 
him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order 
of Melchizedek. 
 
Reader: Word of God, Word of life.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 10. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 10:35-45 
On the way to Jerusalem the disciples ask Jesus to grant them seats of honor. 
Jesus responds by announcing that he and his followers will “rule” through self-
giving service. 
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to 
him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And 
he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And they said to 
him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. 
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or 
at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 
prepared.” 
 41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and 
John. 42So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the 
Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and 
their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but 
whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44and 
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45For the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” 
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Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated)  
SERMON                Pastor Rayl
           
Sermon Hymn    “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”     No. 712 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Offering  
 

Offertory Music                         Dr. Anthony Pattin 
 

     (Please Stand)  
 

Offering Prayer 
P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and 

from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the 
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of 
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 

C: Amen. 
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Pastoral Prayer   (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by 

the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.. 
C: Amen. 
 

 

Closing Hymn    “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”         No. 551 
 
Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude             Dr. Anthony Pattin 
 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
ELDERS 
Dick Haar, John Roth 
 
READER  
Susie Purewal 
 
SOUND BOARD 
Dave Wilbarger 
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MONTHLY MINISTRY OUTREACH 
 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 
 

Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response will help 
equip them to respond to Hurricane Helene and 

other disasters, whenever and wherever they 
strike.  

Your gifts in support of Lutheran Disaster Response 
help our church provide immediate relief, such as 
water, clothing, gift cards, tarps and other needs. 
Since many hurricanes also require a long-term 
response, Lutheran Disaster Response provides 
support on the long road to recovery with disaster case 
management, construction management, unmet 
needs, and emotional and spiritual care. 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response has strong relationships 
in the region and is already at work on the ground in 
the hardest hit areas. Working alongside synods and 
partners, Lutheran Disaster Response is prepared to 
expand to all impacted areas. 
 
If interested in donating to this effort, please place 
cash or check in the green envelopes in the pews and 
place in the offering plate. Thank you! 
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PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY 
URGENT NEEDS! 

Please purchase full size items. 
 
 

dish soap  shampoo, child   *disposable razors             

paper towel  *laundry soap    toothbrush, adult  

toilet paper  fabric softener sheets   toothpaste, adult 

*tissues  *body lotion    *sanitary pads 

*deodorant  *body soap    band aids 

shampoo, adult toothpaste, child   toothbrush, child 
  
 
This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene 
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them 
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our 
congregation members. 
 
If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size 
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would 
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome 
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John 
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo 
line. 
 

*denotes high need items for this month 
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October 20, 2024                  22ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 
Assuming Positions 

 
Who among us wouldn't like to have the "preferred seating" on 
an airplane, at a sporting event, or in a concert hall? There is 
value in being in a better position to see or hear or be closer to 
the action. 
 The two brothers James and John want the best seats in 
the world to come. Jesus has just spoken candidly that he will be 
put to death and rise again. The Zebedee brothers are assertive: 
We want you to let us sit at your right and left hand in glory, 
they tell Jesus. 
 Their requests are not that surprising for their time. They 
want to establish earthly power for their family. Jesus is indeed 
setting up a royal family, but not in the way the Zebedee 
brothers are thinking. For Jesus, the royal family is the entire 
human race and the priesthood is based on service and sacrifice. 
Jesus intends to raise up the entire family of God, to show that 
we are all children of God. 
 Jockeying for position takes place throughout society. In 
many areas of life, whether in sports, elections, or beauty 
pageants, for example, everything seems to be about position 
and coming in first. Sometimes it seems like we are overly 
concerned with ourselves, possessed by our needs, consumed by 
our desires. Yet below the surface it is hard to tell whether it is 
arrogance or insecurity that is motivating us. 
 Not in our jockeying for position, but in the acceptance of 
our humanity with its suffering and need do we live out our 
baptism. The path to Easter may also involve blood and tears as 
well. The cup we share at the eucharist is filled not only with 
life's sweetness, but contains its bitterness as well. As Christ 
stoops to wash our feet and to give his life as a ransom, we too 
assume the humbling position of serving others. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 


