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Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community
September 1, 2024 - 9:00 am

September 1, 2024 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer
months we offer one service. Holy Communion will be celebrated
every Sunday throughout the Summer.

9:00 am Worship

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’'RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooL & CATECHISM are dismissed for the summer.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a

loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell
(Please Stand)

Opening Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” No.879

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. O God our strength, without you we are weak and
wayward creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from
the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of
divine law, while the essence of God’s law is ignored. True
uncleanness comes not from external things, but from the intentions
of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us “the words that | have
spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says God
has given us birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the
word when we were born in the font return to it every Sunday to ask
God to create in us clean hearts.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living
out the covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add
to nor subtract from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children
and their children’s children.

'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that [ am teaching
you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that
the Lorp, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. >You must neither add
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anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep
the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you.

%Y ou must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say,
“Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” "For what other
great nation has a god so near to it as the LOrRD our God is whenever we
call to him? ®*And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as
just as this entire law that I am setting before you today?

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the
days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s
children.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 15 Congregation responds in BOLD.

'Lorp, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

’Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

*they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
*In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear
the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their
word.

>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING: James 1:17-27

The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with
instruction in godly behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully
and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for
themselves.

"Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change. "*In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his
creatures.

Y ou must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen,
slow to speak, slow to anger; “’for your anger does not produce God’s
righteousness. *' Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth
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of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has
the power to save your souls.

*?But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive
themselves. Z*For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like
those who look at themselves in a mirror; **for they look at themselves
and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. *’But those
who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not
hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

*5If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive
their hearts, their religion is worthless. >’Religion that is pure and undefiled
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Al-lc-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 7.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious
people determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious
practices cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a

faithful heart.

'Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], *they noticed that some of his disciples
were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(F or the
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; ‘and they do not eat
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze
kettles.) >So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your
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disciples not hve according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with
defiled hands?” °He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rlghtly about you
hypocrites, as it is written,
“This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
’in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
*Y ou abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
"“Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of
you, and understand: "there is nothing outside a person that by going in
can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.
1“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarlce chkedness decetit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. > All these evil things come from
within, and they defile a person.”

Gospel Response

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Jerald Rayl

Sermon Hymn “O God, My Faithful God” No.806

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music Dr. Anthony Pattin

(Please Stand)

Offering Prayer

P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and
from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus
Christ.

: Amen.

O

The Great Thanksgiving
: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T OO TOT

. Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life.

P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

—
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: To you, O God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C: Amen.
P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C: We come at our Lord’s command.

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have
our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and
serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Blessing
P: The God of all, who raised * Jesus from the dead, bless you by

the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation..
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Take My Life, That | May Be” No. 685

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin

+++++++++ A+
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'’S SERVICE
ELDERS
Ben Hodges, Mike Winslow

READER
Bob Haar

SOUND BOARD
Mark Ackerman

+++++++++++++++

PERSONAL NEEDS
PANTRY
URGENT NEEDS!

Please purchase full size items.

dish soap shampoo, child *disposable razors
paper towel *laundry soap toothbrush, adult
toilet paper fabric softener sheets *toothpaste, adult
tissues *body lotion *sanitary pads
*deodorant *body soap band aids
shampoo, adult toothpaste, child toothbrush, child

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our
congregation members.

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo
line.
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September 1, 2024 15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Dirty Hands, Clean Hearts

Did the scribes and the Pharisees have an obsession with hand-
washing? To us who live in a different time and place, it may
sound like it as they ask Jesus, "Why do your disciples eat with
defiled hands?" But we, too, draw boundaries around our eating
habits: we might be horrified at the thought of eating a garden
snail, yet many consider escargot to be a delicacy. A revulsion
that goes beyond simple concern for hygiene underlies the
challenge in today's gospel.

But also present is a laudable desire for faithfulness to
God's covenant. Ruled by Romans and surrounded by pervasive
Greek culture, ancient Jews were pressured strongly to fit in.
Scriptural laws separating clean from unclean provided the
foundation for a whole counter-cultural way of life that defined
them as a chosen people and pointed them toward the God who
was beyond the idols of any other nation. Every gesture possessed
meaning; the smallest act could be a source for meditation and a
sign of separation from their oppressors. Tradition gave shape and
coherence to life, and made possible the survival from generation
to generation of an exiled, scattered, and occupied people.

Therefore the answer of Jesus is a shock. Using Scripture,
he re-interprets the covenant relationship and overturns the laws
for keeping it. What defiles is nothing that comes from outside: in
Christ are no more unclean foods, unclean states of being, or
unclean folk. Through word and action--eating with tax collectors
and sinners, touching the diseased and the dead, dirtying his
hands like God molding humus in Eden--Jesus proclaims a new
covenant and forms a new people. Old barriers no longer exist.
All nations are among the chosen.

Washed in baptism for the meal of the new covenant, we
break open God's word, interpreting it for our own time and place,
that we may become a wise and discerning people, hands
outstretched in welcome.
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