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PSALM 34:15

Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community
August 25, 2024 - 9:00 am

14th Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer
months we offer one service. Holy Communion will be celebrated
every Sunday throughout the Summer.

August 25, 2024

9:00 am Worship

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’'RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

SUNDAY ScHooL & CATECHISM are dismissed for the summer.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a

loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell
(Please Stand)

Opening Hymn “‘When Morning Gilds the Skies” No.853

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that
is eternal. Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that,
renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

“At the Cry of the First Bird” David Guion
“O Rest in the Lord” Ken Medema
Patricia A. McCauley, soprano

Special Music

Introduction

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to
eat his flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel
off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of
faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes
sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal
life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul
tells us to arm ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit
that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes
relationships and is the primary word used to characterize the relationship
between God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already begun the
relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond.



'"Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they
presented themselves before God. **And Joshua said to all the

people, "*““Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. "Now if you are unwilling to serve

the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites
in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will
serve the Lord.”

'“Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake
the Lord to serve other gods; '"for it is the Lord our God who brought us
and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,
and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the
way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we
passed; *and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites
who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our
God.”

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 34:15-22 Congregation responds in BOLD.

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,
and God’s ears are open to their cry.
'“The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them from the earth.

""The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them
and delivers them from all their troubles.

""The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
and saves those whose spirits are crushed.

19Mamy are the troubles of the righteous,

but the Lord delivers them from every one.
*God will keep safe all their bones;

not one of them shall be broken.

*'Evil will bring death to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
20 Lord, you redeem the life of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by
calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full
armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and
the word of God inspired by the Spirit.

"°Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. ''Put on the whole
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. "*For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly

places. “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be
able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand
firm. *Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and
put on the breastplate of righteousness. '>As shoes for your feet put on
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. '*With all
of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all
the flaming arrows of the evil one. '"Take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

"8Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that
end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. '°Pray
also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make
known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, ’for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as [ must speak.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement

P: The Gospel according to St. John chapter 6.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



GOSPEL: John 6:51-58

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must
eat his flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know
something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows
something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important
question: “To whom shall we go?”

[Jesus said,] **“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me,
and I in them. >’ Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. **This is the bread that
came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they
died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” **He said these
things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

%When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is
difficult; who can accept it?” ®'But Jesus, being aware that his disciples
were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? “*Then
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was
before? “It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I
have spoken to you are spirit and life. *But among you there are some who
do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did
not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. % And he said,
“For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is
granted by the Father.”

%Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went
about with him. ®’So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go
away?” %8Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You
have the words of eternal life. “We have come to believe and know that
you are the Holy One of God.”

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Jerald Rayl

Sermon Hymn “What Feast of Love” No.487

(Please stand)
Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music “Give Me Jesus” Arr. Mark Hayes

Patricia A. McCauley, soprano

(Please Stand)

Offering Prayer

P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and
from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus
Christ.

: Amen.

()

The Great Thanksgiving
: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

. Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T OO TOT

: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
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Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life.

P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the withesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: To you, O God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C: We come at our Lord’s command.

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have
our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and
serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation..

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” No. 517
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Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin
+++++++++++++++

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'’S SERVICE
ELDERS
Bob Haar, Sherrie Haar, Bob Hecklinger

READER
Susie Purewal

SOUND BOARD
Amy Nelson
+++++++F A+

Please Welcome Special Guest,
Patricia A. McCauley, soprano

Patricia was a member of the Scott High School
Symphonic Choir, under the direction of David
Carter. She is also proud to say that she was a
charter member of the David Carter Symphonic
Choir Alumni Choir. She has had the pleasure of performing as
soloist in many concerts over the years in many venues.

Pat graduated from Bowling Green State University with a Bachelor
of Music degree and holds a Master's degree in Education from the
University of Toledo in Educational Technology. She served as an
educator/educational technologist for nearly 30 years, and was a
part-time instructor of pre-service teachers at the University of
Toledo. In addition, she taught online courses for many years at
BGSU for master's students in degree programs. She served for
seven years at NWOET as an Educational Technology Specialist
and for eighteen years as a teacher/librarian at the former Maumee
Juvenile Correctional Facility.

Patricia has served as Director of the Angel's Wings handbell choir
at the Monroe Street United Methodist Church for nearly four years.
A longtime member of the Wesleyan Chorus, she also is a member
of the Praise Team at her church, and often serves as Song Leader
during worship services.

PLEASE WELCOME PATRICIA TO FSJ!
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Into Mystery

"I am the bread of life," Jesus has been telling the crowds. Those
who eat of this bread will never be hungry; will live forever; will
abide in him, and he in them. The promises are fulfillment of
need, the gift of eternal life, and the assurance of intimacy with
God. But the price is teaching that is difficult to accept, if not
downright offensive. This Jesus from Nazareth, a man whose
father and mother they know, is claiming to provide, or to
actually be, the bread sent from heaven--blasphemy! The food
and drink are Jesus' own flesh and blood--barbarism! Following
him has been comforting and exhilarating as he has expanded
their religious horizons--but there are limits!

Now even many disciples turn away. Jesus asks the
remaining twelve if they, too, wish to go. It is a moment of truth.
Jesus has invited them into the realm of mystery, which only the
outlandish language of paradox can convey. How will they
respond?

Life is a constant migration into the unknown. Along with
familiar sorts of landscapes will be much that we can neither
predict nor understand. But commitment is necessary if our
journey is to have meaning and momentum.

"Lord, to whom can we go?" answers Simon Peter. "You
have the words of eternal life."

Faith itself is a mystery, being both gift--one is drawn by
the Father, guided by the Spirit--and response. By definition,
faith is different from calculation that yields controllable results.
It is a risk, a leap, that transports us to a realm where astonishing
opposites coexist: body and blood are inseparable from spirit and
life, and the Holy One of God is found in an itinerant preacher.
The words of eternal life echo in waves of vibrating energy: a
form of light for our journey--and daily bread.
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