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August 18, 2024                       Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer 
months we offer one service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
every Sunday throughout the Summer. 
 
     9:00 am       Worship 
  
L   R  W : We livestream the service 
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will 
be recorded and published to the website  
 
S ! Y   : Please remember you may be on 
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service. 
 
I  R : Please remember to silence your cell phone 
before church begins. Thanks! 
 
S  S   C  are dismissed for the summer.  
 
N  is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you 
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is 
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church. 
 
R  are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby) 
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies 
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other. 
 
F : If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a 
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the 
week to check on availability. 
 
M : If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a 
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the 
church office.  
 
 
 

***** 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am 
 

Prelude                    Dr. Anthony Pattin 
     

Ringing of the Bell  
(Please Stand) 

 

Opening Hymn         “Let the Whole Creation Cry”                No.876 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us share the peace of the Lord. 
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist 
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be 
with you.”   
 

 We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing: 
 

 “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”      No. 857 
 

“Lord I lift your name on high; 
Lord I love to sing your praises, 

I’m so glad you’re in my life, 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living 
bread for the life of the world. Fill us with such a knowledge of his 
presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen 
life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  
C:  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Special Music                “Almighty God”                   Nelson/McHugh 
                               Dana Baker, baritone 

Introduction 
Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and 
eat her bread and drink her wine. The first chapter of John’s gospel 
owes much to the biblical tradition that imagined Wisdom as existing 
before anything was created and having a role in the work of 
creation. Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), today invites us to 
eat his flesh and drink his blood. John’s gospel includes no account 
of the institution of the Lord’s supper, but here we can't help hearing 
Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal of bread and wine we 
share 
 

FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6 
Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. 
Just as ordinary food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food—insight and 
understanding—is necessary for fullness of life with God. Partaking of Wisdom’s 
banquet is the way to life. 
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     1Wisdom has built her house, 
  she has hewn her seven pillars. 
 2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 
  she has also set her table. 
 3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 
  from the highest places in the town, 
 4“You that are simple, turn in here!” 
  To those without sense she says, 
 5“Come, eat of my bread 
  and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
 6Lay aside immaturity, and live, 
  and walk in the way of insight.”  
 

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 34:9-14- Congregation responds in BOLD. 
 

9O fear the LORD, you his holy ones, 
for those who fear him have no want. 
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger, 
but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.  
 
11 Come, O children, listen to me; 
I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
12 Which of you desires life, 
and covets many days to enjoy good?  
 

5 Look to him, and be radiant; 
so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD, 
and was saved from every trouble.  
 

13 Keep your tongue from evil, 
and your lips from speaking deceit. 
14 Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it.  

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:15-20 
True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship 
and daily conduct. Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly 
rejoice together, give thanks to God for one another, and care for one another. In 
this way we revere our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making 
the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, for 
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that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody 
to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times 
and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.    
C:          Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel Announcement 
P:   The Gospel according to St. John chapter 6. 
C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 6:51-58 
In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in 
which Jesus identifies himself as the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these verses, 
he makes a connection that would not be understood until after his death, in light 
of the church’s celebration of holy communion. 
 

[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will 
give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can 
this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 
his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and 
drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last 
day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those 
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in 
them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will 
live forever.” 
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Gospel Response 
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated)  
 

SERMON                    Pastor Jerald Rayl 
 

Sermon Hymn                 “Give Me Jesus”                             No.770 
 

(Please stand) 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer   (Each petition concludes with this response) 
P:  Hear us O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

The Offering  
 
Offertory Music                   “My Tribute”                     Andre Crouch 
                               Dana Baker, baritone 
 

     (Please Stand)  
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Offering Prayer 
P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and 

from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the 
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of 
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 
us to eternal life.  

P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the 
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
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believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you 
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P: To you, O God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory in your holy church, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
 
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion  
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.  
C: We come at our Lord’s command.  
 

The Communion   (distribution will be continuous)  
All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us 
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome 
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have 
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing; 
please make an X with your arms across your chest.” 
 

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand 
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 over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.  
 

(After all have received communion, please stand.)  
 

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  

C: Amen.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have 

our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have 
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and 
serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by 

the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

Closing Hymn           “Bread of Life from Heaven”              No.  474 
 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude             Dr. Anthony Pattin  
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
ELDERS 
Tom Gaskins, Terry Ruedy 
 

READER  
Susie Purewal 
 

SOUND BOARD 
Amy Nelson 
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Please Welcome Special Guest, 
Dana Baker, baritone 
 

Dana Cornell Baker was born and raised in 
Toledo Ohio, where he grew up in a singing 
family full of musicians and has been singing 
for over 40 years, doing numerous solo 
concerts and performing as a featured soloist, 
including at weddings and funerals. 
 
He was involved in musical theater at the Toledo Repertoire Theatre 
and the Toledo Opera. Dana was also cast in “Porgy and Bess” in 
1998 at the Detroit Opera, as, “Jim”, which was life-changing for 
him, performing with Multi-Award Winner, Peabo Bryson, as 
“Sporting Life.” 
 
Dana moved to Nashville for 12 years and was part of the praise 
team at New River Fellowship Church, under the music direction of 
Christian music icon, Michael W. Smith.  He moved to Southern 
California in 2013 and there he was a member of the Crystal 
Cathedral Choir for 6 years; including singing solos and duets on the 
broadcast every Saturday night, that reached millions of people. He 
also toured with the “Hour of Power Choir,” in 2018, in Amsterdam. 
 
He returned to Toledo, Ohio in August 2023. Currently he is singing 
at churches in the Toledo area and will continue to pursue singing 
on a professional basis. Dana loves to use his voice and personality 
to lift the name of Jesus Christ wherever God leads him.  
 

PLEASE WELCOME DANA TO FSJ! 
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August 18, 2024          THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 
 

Abide in Me 
 
 In the Hebrew Scriptures, "Wisdom" is not some distant 
abstraction, but an earthy woman. Not only has she set her table, 
but she has built her house and chopped the wood for it. To 
provide the feast of insight she gets hands and feet dirty, 
slaughtering animals and mixing wine. Her guest list highlights 
those most in need of her, the senseless and the simple. Wisdom is 
not beyond us but among us, immersing herself in the chaotic 
processes that yield a creation of wonder. 
 In today's gospel, Jesus utters earthy wisdom: his flesh is 
true food, his blood is true drink, given for the life of the world. 
One must consume them in order to live. 
 The crowd recoils: "How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?" But the prospect is hardly alien. In the womb, each of us 
derives indispensable nourishment through our mother's blood. 
Outside the womb, the first food for many of us is milk produced 
by our mother's body. 
 "You are what you eat," we say. Eventually the food we 
eat becomes our own flesh. "Those who eat my flesh and drink 
my blood," Jesus says, "abide in me and I in them." The promise 
of these startling words is intimacy with God--a link between 
spirit and flesh that is stronger than death. The word made flesh 
dwells not only among us but within us, tirelessly bringing forth 
through earthy processes the new creation of wonder and joy. We 
have only to eat and drink--to allow ourselves to receive. 
 The bread that we break, the cup of blessing that we bless, 
are a sharing in the body and blood of Christ. We who are many 
are one: blood brothers and sisters of Jesus and of one another, all 
invited to Wisdom's everlasting feast. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 


