July 21, 2024 NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Not Exactly the Red Carpet

He arrives not by black limousine but by fishing boat. His
entourage is not bodyguards but a few stocky fishermen.

The crowds gather around him like he's a movie star on the
red carpet. When the entertainment reporters ask, "Who are you
wearing?" he smiles and offers a blessing. The paparazzi and
others surround him and press in close, screaming his name
excitedly. When he tries to get away from the crowds, it's not for
expensive spa treatments, Botox parties, and luxury hotel
getaways. He and his friends are just trying to find time to eat
and rest.

Here's the most important difference between other so-
called "stars" and Jesus: when the crowds beat him to the place
he'd hoped to rest, instead of muttering curses and hiding in his
boat, Jesus "had compassion for them, because they were like
sheep without a shepherd" (Mark 6:34).

Compassion. Nothing like the usual red carpet scene. What
draws this throng to Jesus is not his fine looks, money, dress, or
blockbuster film, but his compassion and healing. Even Oprah's
most generous day doesn't rival the compassion of Jesus. And
Dr. Phil's most blunt teaching doesn't possess Jesus' healing gifts.

Sheep without a shepherd are completely without direction,
lost, hungry and sad. We are the sheep, the directionless crowds,
the reason Jesus' compassion is stirred. It's not simply pity, but
genuine love. The good shepherd continues to feed and provide
for us. Jesus gives to us each day at the most basic level--food,
shelter, rest--and then provides for nourishment of our souls in
word and sacrament.

This is no mere traveling magic show, built for
entertainment and financial gain, but an entourage of healing and
compassion. Too bad today's paparazzi don't chase more of this
kind of good news.
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July 21, 2024 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer
months we offer one service. Holy Communion will be celebrated
every Sunday throughout the Summer.

9:00 am Worship

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www.firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOUR ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell
phone before church begins. Thanks!

Sunday School & Catechism are dismissed for the summer.

Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book
in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the week to
check on availability.

Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a

loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.

skeoskoskoksk

PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY
URGENT NEEDS!

Please purchase full size items.

*dish soap shampoo, child disposable razors
paper towel laundry soap toothbrush, adult
toilet paper fabric softener sheets toothpaste, adult
*tissues *body lotion *sanitary pads
*deodorant *body soap band aids
*shampoo, adult toothpaste, child toothbrush, child

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of hygiene
supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to help them
stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any donations from our
congregation members.

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo
line.

*denotes high need items for this month
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The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have
our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and
serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: The God of all, who raised '+ Jesus from the dead, bless you by
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation..

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” No. 789

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Nancy Russell

+++++++++++++++

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE
ELDERS
Dick Haar, Bob Hecklinger

READER
Toni Wilbarger

SOUND BOARD
Mark Ackerman
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am
Prelude Nancy Russell

Ringing of the Bell
(Please Stand)

Opening Hymn “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” No0.800

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the '+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.
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The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debft to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd
your people, faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us,
and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and
peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with
its countless needs to be met, on Jesus and his disciples. Yet in
today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to
take care of themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are
in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also
honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care
for others and for ourselves.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6

Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the
metaphor of a shepherd to describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock”
of Israel. God promises to gather the flock and to raise up a new king from David’s
line to save Israel and Judah.

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!
says the Lord. ? Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning
the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my
flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I

will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. * Then I myself will
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comes in the name of the Lord.  Ho-san - na in the high - es.

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: To you, O God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C: Amen.
P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C: We come at our Lord’s command.




Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music Nancy Russell

Offering Prayer

P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and
from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus
Christ.

: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T OTUTOTOT O

: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life.

P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven
them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and
multiply. *I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and
they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing,
says the Lord.

> The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ® In his days Judah will
be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he
will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23- Congregation responds in BOLD.

' The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;

3 he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths

for his name’s sake.

4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff—

they comfort me.

> You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11-22

The author of this letter reminds his audience that originally they were not part of
God’s chosen people. Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s
household of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus Christ.

' Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the
uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—'? remember that you
were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
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Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. * But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. ' For he is our
peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. '* He has abolished the
law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself
one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, '® and might
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to
death that hostility through it. ' So he came and proclaimed peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were near; '® for through him both
of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. '* So then you are no longer
strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members
of the household of God, *° built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 2' In him the whole
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; **in
whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Mark chapter 6.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and heal, they minister among large
numbers of people. Their work is motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those
in need.

3% The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done
and taught. *' He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by
yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they
had no leisure even to eat. ** And they went away in the boat to a deserted

place by themselves. ** Now many saw them going and recognized them,
and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of
them. >* As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion
for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to
teach them many things.

>3 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and
moored the boat. >* When they got out of the boat, people at once
recognized him, > and rushed about that whole region and began to bring
the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. >° And wherever he went,
into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and
begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who
touched it were healed.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Jerald Rayl

Sermon Hymn “The Lord’s My Shepherd” No.778

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.




