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Called through faith; Gathered in worship; Serving the community
July 7,2024 - 9:00 am

July 7, 2024

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer
months we offer one service. Holy Communion will be celebrated
every Sunday throughout the Summer.

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 am Worship

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOUR ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell
phone before church begins. Thanks!

Sunday School & Catechism are dismissed for the summer.

Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book
in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the week to
check on availability.

Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a

loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am
Prelude Damon Coleman, Cello
(Please Stand)
“Father Most Holy” No.415
Confession and Forgiveness

Ringing of the Bell
Opening Hymn

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray: God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to
proclaim the coming of your kingdom. Give us the courage you
gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and
peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

“Spiritual Suite” Damon Coleman, Cello
Arr. Lawrence Brown

Special Music

Introduction

Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority
over demons. Yet none of this power is unilateral; it all must be
received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money
or supplies, so that they will be dependent on how others receive
them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness and to heal,
we are asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of
others. The Spirit always operates in the “between”: between Jesus
and his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me,
between us and those to whom we are sent.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 2:1-5
In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he
received a vision of God appearing majestically on a chariot throne. Today’s
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reading recounts God’s commissioning of Ezekiel during this vision. The prophet
is to speak God’s word to a people unwilling to hear.

'[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak
with you.” And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on
my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. * He said to me, Mortal, I am
sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled
against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this
very day. * The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you
to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord God.” > Whether
they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall
know that there has been a prophet among them.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 123 - Congregation responds in BOLD.

' To you I lift up my eyes,

O you who are enthroned in the heavens!
2 As the eyes of servants

look to the hand of their master,

as the eyes of a maid

to the hand of her mistress,

so our eyes look to the LORD our God,

until he has mercy upon us.

3 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us,
for we have had more than enough of contempt.

* Our soul has had more than its fill
of the scorn of those who are at ease,
of the contempt of the proud.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian boasting
focuses attention on how the power of Christ is present in our lives, especially in
times of weakness and vulnerability. No matter what our circumstances in life,
Christ’s grace is sufficient for us.

*I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God
knows. * And I know that such a person—whether in the body or out of the
body I do not know; God knows—* was caught up into Paradise and heard
things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. > On
behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast,
except of my weaknesses. ® But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I
will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think

better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, ’ even considering
the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from
being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to
torment me, to keep me from being too elated. ® Three times I appealed to
the Lord about this, that it would leave me, * but he said to me, “My grace
is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ
may dwell in me. ' Therefore T am content with weaknesses, insults,
hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever
I am weak, then I am strong.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Mark chapter 6.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Mark 6:1-13

At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to
proclaim God’s word and relieve affliction.

'[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.> On the
sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were
astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this
wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done
by his hands! * Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of
James and Joses and Judas and Slmon and are not his sisters here with

us?” And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are
not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin,
and in their own house >3 And he could do no deed of power there, except
that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. ® And he was
amazed at their unbelief.



Then he went about among the villages teaching. ' He called the twelve
and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the
unclean spirits. ® He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a
staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; ?but to wear sandals and
not to put on two tunics. ' He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house,
stay there until you leave the place. ' If any place will not welcome you
and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your
feet as a testimony against them.” '* So they went out and proclaimed that
all should repent. " They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil
many who were sick and cured them.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Jerald Rayl

Sermon Hymn “Shine, Jesus Shine” No.671

(Please stand)

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music “The Swan” Damon Coleman, Cello

Offering Prayer

P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and
from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus
Christ.

: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T OTUTOTOT O

. Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life.

P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: To you, O God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C: We come at our Lord’s command.

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly

present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us

the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
9

to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have
our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and
serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: The God of all, who raised *+ Jesus from the dead, bless you by
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation..
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “In Thee is Gladness” No. 867

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin
t+++++++++ A+t

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE
ELDERS
Dick Haar, John Roth

READER
Carol Haar

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley
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SPECIAL GUEST MUSICIAN:

DAMON COLEMAN

Cellist Damon Coleman be-
gan his cello studies through
the Suzuki method in his
hometown of Detroit, Michi-
gan. During high school, Da-
mon studied cello with mem-
bers of the Detroit Sympho-
ny and University of Michi-
gan faculty. He did his un-
dergraduate work at the
Eastman School of Music as a student of Paul Katz, cel-
list of the Cleveland Quartet. Damon was a member of
the New World Symphony in Miami Beach for four years,
serving as a principal cellist his last two seasons. He has
appeared in masterclasses with cellists including Janos
Starker, Lynn Harrell, and Mstislav Rostropovich. Da-
mon has been the principal cellist of the Kalamazoo
Symphony, the Memphis Opera, the Flint Symphony, and
the Michigan Chamber Orchestra. He has served as a
faculty member of the Miami School for the Arts, the Ann
Arbor School for the Arts, the New England Music Camp,
The PRIZM Music Festival, and the University of Toledo.
In addition, Damon is a recipient of the King-Chavez-
Parks Visiting Professorship from the University of Michi-
gan. He has performed concerts of the solo Bach suites
on international tours, and has been heard throughout
the concert halls of North America, South America, and
Europe. Damon currently maintains a private teaching
studio in the Sylvania area. He is the Associate Principal
cellist of the Toledo Symphony, and performs chamber
music as the cellist of the Bezonian Piano Trio. He is also
a yearly participant in the Sphinx Music Festival, where
he regularly serves as a principal cellist.

J
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July 7, 2024 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Packing like a Prophet

Many families take a trip during summer vacation, snowbirds
head north for cooler weather, youth groups set out on mission
trips, and kids go to camp. Often these trips involve vans,
buses, and RVs loaded down with every supply imaginable. It
takes days to shop and prepare for a big journey. It still
involves significant planning even if you're only filling one
small piece of carry-on luggage for the plane or train.

But when Jesus instructs his disciples in today's gospel,
his list includes almost nothing! He lists more things to exclude
than to include: he orders them to take nothing for their journey
except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to
wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. Sandals, a staff, and
the clothes on their backs. That's all.

Though Jesus often teaches about reducing our
possessions, today's good news is not simply about material
things. Jesus is trying to give the disciples the freedom they
need to focus on their mission: proclaiming repentance, casting
out demons, and curing the sick. Jesus doesn't want his
disciples distracted by too much stuff; he wants them to be
fully present to those they are being sent to serve. This mission
is about repentance, authority over unclean spirits, healing, and
preparation for the extraordinary news of the cross.

May this message refresh all our travels, both distant and
local, this summertime. Today Jesus releases us from our
earthly distractions, giving us the freedom to prepare our hearts
for his message of repentance and forgiveness. His forgiving
kind of love allows us to journey with unburdened and
attentive hearts. Therefore, our packing list for this summer
includes carrying the good news of Jesus through our
generosity and hospitality toward the new and familiar folks
we meet, doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly
with our God.
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