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Called through faith; Gathered in worship; Serving the community
June 2, 2024 - 9:00 am

June 2, 2024 Second Sunday of Pentecost

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! Through the Summer
months we offer one service. Holy Communion will be celebrated
every Sunday throughout the Summer.

9:00 am Worship

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOUR ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell
phone before church begins. Thanks!

Sunday School & Catechism are dismissed for the summer.

Nursery is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

Restrooms are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

Flowers: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a book
in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the week to
check on availability.

Memorials: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a

loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—9:00 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin
(Please Stand)
“Gather Us In” No.532
Confession and Forgiveness

Ringing of the Bell
Opening Hymn

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.”

We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” No. 857

“Lord I lift your name on high;
Lord I love to sing your praises,
I’'m so glad you’re in my life,
I’'m so glad you came to save us.

You came from heaven to earth to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.”

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, throughout time you
free the oppressed, heal the sick, and make whole all that you
have made. Look with compassion on the world wounded by sin,
and by your power restore us to wholeness of life, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the
welfare of all. God delivered the Israelites out of slavery, so they
should observe this freedom with a day of rest. No one should work
seven days a week; even slaves and foreigners should be able to
rest. Yet human beings can turn even the most liberating religious
practice into a life-destroying rule. Jesus does not reject sabbath-
keeping, but defends its original life-enhancing meaning. Our
worship and our religious way of life are to lead to restoration: the
hungry being fed and the sick being healed.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 5:12-15

This portion of the Ten Commandments instructs the Israelites to keep the sabbath.
The Israelites are to rest, and they are to allow their slaves, their livestock, and the
foreigners living among them to do the same. They were once slaves, and so they
are to treat their own slaves justly.



"2Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the Lord your God
commanded you. "*Six days you shall labor and do all your work. '*But the
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any
work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or female slave, or
your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident alien in
your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as you.
"Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your
God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched
arm; therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.

Reader: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 81:1-10 - Congregation responds in BOLD.

'Sing with joy to God our strength

and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
*Raise a song and sound the timbrel,

the merry harp, and the lyre.

’Blow the ram’s horn at the new moon,

and at the full moon, the day of our feast;
“for this is a statute for Israel,

a law of the God of Jacob.

>God laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, going out over the land of
Egypt, where I heard a voice I did not know:

b« eased your shoulder from the burden;
your hands were set free from the grave-digger’s basket.

"You called on me in trouble, and I delivered you;
I answered you from the secret place of thunder and tested you at the
waters of Meribah.

*Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you:
O Israel, if you would but listen to me!

’There shall be no strange god among you;
you shall not worship a foreign god.

"I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:5-12

When we carry out God’s ministry we do so not for our glory but for the sake of
Jesus Christ whom we proclaim as Lord. The power for ministry comes from God,
not us, so that we persevere no matter what, trusting in God’s power and promises
at work through us.

*We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said, “Let
light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

"But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that
this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. *We
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; *persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be made visible in our bodies. ''For while we live, we are always
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be
made visible in our mortal flesh. '“So death is at work in us, but life in you.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Mark chapter 2 and 3.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 2:23-3:6

Jesus challenges the prevailing interpretation of what is lawful on the sabbath and
tells his critics that the sabbath was made for humankind, not the other way
around. Healing the man with the withered hand is work that cannot wait until the
next day.

»One sabbath [Jesus] was going through the grainfields; and as they made
their way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. **The Pharisees said
to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?”
*>And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he and
his companions were hungry and in need of food? **He entered the house
of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence,
which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his



companions.” *’Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for
humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; **so the Son of Man is lord
even of the sabbath.”

3:1Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a
withered hand. *They watched him to see whether he would cure him on
the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. *And he said to the man who
had the withered hand, “Come forward.” “Then he said to them, “Is it
lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?”” But
they were silent. *He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at
their hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
stretched it out, and his hand was restored. *The Pharisees went out and
immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy
him.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn “O Day of Rest and Gladness” No.521
(Please stand)

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)

P: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music Dr. Anthony Pattin

Offering Prayer

P: Our generous heavenly Father, all good gifts come from you and
from these riches we bring this offering. Help us to use it for the
furtherance of your purpose in this place, and for the benefit of
those in need, through our resurrected and living Lord, Jesus
Christ.

C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
: The Lord be with you.

P
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.
P

C

P

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

. Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life.

P: And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

4  f— v p—
— —. —'. —._7=._.._ —t— ._'a-—P_-I‘__. — —]
e e — = — i i
Ho -1y, ho - |y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and might,
. + — T * ot ——p—— R )
o - s o : o o " Iy ':_'_|
p— —— a— R ——— = li_f_; ¥ ._'f_
heav-en and carth are  full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
s ———— ——+ = ¥ ¥ e ——
i e e S e e e ==
= — a— oy
san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed 1s he who
[ 1 - r - Nt o r— T T
v e i — - - e — I
} > + ¥ 4 t + [ + - 4
é - i I_':}' Yyl :..._,-’:: —= p—
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
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all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from the cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: To you, O God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C: Amen.
P: Remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C: We come at our Lord’s command.

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, in you we live and move and have
our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show our love and
serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation..
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine” No. 398

Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin

++++++++ A+

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'’S SERVICE
ELDERS
Tom Hartford, Bob Hecklinger

READER
Tom Hartford

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION
SUNDAY ile Congrals!

June 16, 2024 2@}24

We will publicly acknowledge all our

graduates from high school and college at our worship service on
Sunday, June 16™. Please plan on having your graduate attend this
service as all graduates will be recognized. If you know of a
graduate, please complete this form and drop it in the offering plate,
mail it to the church office, or fax this page to 419-691-7220 by
Tuesday, June 5",

NAME OF GRADUATE

GRADUATED FROM

DEGREE EARNED

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

FUTURE PLANS (SCHOOL, WORK, ETC.):

YES, WE PLAN TO BE AT THE SERVICE
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JUNE 2, 2024 SECOND SUNDAY OF PENTECOST

Time for Rest

In our fast-paced society, a day of rest can often feel like
a wasted day. In our culture, time for rest is often scheduled in
once a year planned vacations, but even those can sometimes
end up being more work than rest. We find ourselves hardwired
to keep busy, and the invention of the internet and smartphones
keeps us constantly connected and plugged in. But, in today’s
gospel, Jesus challenges the interpretation of the sabbath.

We live in a world of intense measurement. Smart
watches can track all manner of fitness and health data. We
receive surveys so the businesses we visit can track and
measure their performance and processes. Perhaps your electric
or water bill gives you a comparison to your utility use over the
past year. Social media counts of “likes” and “follows” seem to
measure how well our thoughts and pictures resonate with
other people. Job figures and productivity numbers count
people’s participation in the workforce in various ways.

Jesus tells us that humankind was not made for the
sabbath, but the sabbath for humankind. Likewise, humankind
was not made for metrics, but metrics for humankind. Sabbath
1s an important reminder that we are not our productivity, nor is
our identity in our work. The sabbath is not only about rest
from routine labor but also about pausing to find perspective—
to notice and meet the needs of mortal flesh and the earth. A
time to ‘unplug’ and focus on our spiritual needs and reconnect
with our community.
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