MOTHER'S DAY

| KEEP YOU IN MY HEART.

PHILIPPIANS 1:7A (CEB)

May 12, 2024 Seventh Sunday of Easter

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism. Our
regular Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Bible Study
10:30 am Late Worship
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website.

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

ADULT SUNDAY ScHooOL meets at 9:15 am in the lounge every
Sunday.

CHILDREN AGES 3 THROUGH 5TH GRADE Wwill meet at 9:15 am for
Sunday School in the basement of the church (JAM Room).

2ND YEAR CATECHISM CLASSES: Second year class will meet every
other Sunday at 11:45 am.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell

Opening Hymn “Rejoice, for Christ is King!” No. 430

The Invocation

P: In the name of the Father, and of the () Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

Thanksqiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, (++) one God, the wellspring of grace,
our Easter and our joy.
C: Amen.

P: Behold, here is water!
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

P: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what
God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice
thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld
Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless
baptismal life.

P: Behold, here is water!
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

P: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed
with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the
floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter
people.

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you,
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Behold, here is water!
C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

Hymn “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” No. 451

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the

heavens and in your presence intercedes for us. Receive us and
our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his
followers are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be
witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are told to not gaze
up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence
among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We
too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our
mission.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the
disciples will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world, and that the disciples
will be accompanied and empowered by the Holy Spirit. His words provide an
outline of the book of Acts.

[Luke writes:] 'In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus
did and taught from the beginning “until the day when he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. *After his suffering he presented himself alive to
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. *While staying with them, he ordered
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
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“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; *for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now.”

%S0 when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”” "He replied, “It is not for
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. *But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” “When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '*While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men
in white robes stood by them. ' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 47 - Congregation responds in BOLD.

'Clap your hands, all you peoples;

shout to God with loud songs of joy.

’For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth.

*He subdued peoples under us,

and nations under our feet.

“He chose our heritage for us,

the pride of Jacob whom he loves.

>God has gone up with a shout,

the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
6Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.

"For God is the king of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm.

God is king over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.

’The princes of the peoples gather

as the people of the God of Abraham.

For the shields of the earth belong to God,
he is highly exalted.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of
Ephesians prays that we are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen
Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this inheritance provides.

"I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason '°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know him, '®so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, '*and what
is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according
to the working of his great power. 2°God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, *'far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but
also in the age to come. *And he has put all things under his feet and has
made him the head over all things for the church, *which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.

When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way.  When my heartis cold,
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warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart,; Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.



Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 24.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53
On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a
blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit.

*Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that
I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me
in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”*Then
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, **and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on
the third day, *’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. *You are
witnesses of these things. *’And see, I am sending upon you what my
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”

**Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
blessed them. >'While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and
was carried up into heaven. *>And they worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple
blessing God.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” No. 392

(Please stand)
Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
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death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer
P: Hear us, O Lord.
C: your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)

The Offering

Offertory Music “l Sing Because I’'m Happy”
FSJ Chancel Choir
Dr. Joan Walldrof, Director
Dr. Tony Pattin, Piano

Offering Prayer

P: Let us Pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and
earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
C: It is right to give our thanks or praise




P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world
that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his
coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the
bread. Come and eat at God'’s table.

(Please be seated)
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The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
sustain you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us Pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table
before us and nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this
banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy
of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

C: Amen.

Blessing
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and
the Spirit of Easter hope () bless you now and always.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “O God Beyond All Praising” No. 880

Dismissal
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Tom Hartford, Bob Hecklinger

READER
Susie Purewal

SOUND BOARD
Andy Hodges
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION S
SUNDAY Zi“”ﬁﬁ
June 16, 2024 -

We will publicly acknowledge all our graduates from high school
and college at our worship service on Sunday, June 16", Please plan
on having your graduate attend this service as all graduates will be
recognized. If you know of a graduate, please complete this form
and drop it in the offering plate, mail it to the church office, or fax
this page to 419-691-7220 by Tuesday, June 5.

NAME OF GRADUATE

GRADUATED FROM

DEGREE EARNED

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

FUTURE PLANS (SCHOOL, WORK, ETC.):

YES, WE PLAN TO BE AT THE SERVICE
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May 12, 2024 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Why the Ascension Matters
Excerpted from Christianity Today, 8/20/13

The ascension had a profound impact on the disciples. Up to the
moment Jesus ascended to heaven, the disciples seemed to be
puzzled, trying to figure it all out. But after the ascension, they
worshiped Him. They went back to Jerusalem with great joy.
They maintained a regular presence in the temple—worshiping
God.

At first, the disciples' reaction to Jesus' ascension may
catch us off guard. Jesus had just "left them." And yet they were
happy—Hfilled with joy. Why this reaction? After all, when Jesus
told them earlier that He would soon leave them, they were
deeply disturbed.

Thus, He encouraged them by teaching them about the
ministry of the Holy Spirit. He kept them from the brink of utter
despair by saying that they were not losing Him, but that He
would be with them in a different way through His Spirit.

The ascension of Jesus produced joy because the disciples
realized what amazing benefits would come to them when Jesus
returned to the Father. When Jesus ascended, all the promises
regarding the Spirit's ministry to the disciples were about to be
fulfilled. The disciples accepted His ascension, for they had
accepted Jesus' word about the promised One to come. Their
doubts and fears were gone. They were convinced of who He
was. They knew that He died to forgive them of their sins. They
knew He was alive from the dead. In His resurrection, they had
hope in victory over death.

Joy, hope, and mission are three consistent responses of the
disciples to Christ's resurrection and ascension. In light of these
two great events, we see the disciples transformed and mobilized
to follow Jesus on His mission. And we can go forward with
hope and joy because the King of the universe promises He will
never leave or forsake us. If we want to experience greater
transformation and the joy of following Jesus on mission, we
should build our confidence on the finished and sufficient work
of Jesus Christ.




