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Called through faith; Gathered in worship, Serving the community
April 28, 2024 - 10:30 am

April 28, 2024 Fifth Sunday of Easter

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism. Our
regular Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Bible Study
10:30 am Late Worship
11:45 am 2nd Year Catechism
(every other Sunday)
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www. firststjohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website.

SMILE! YOU’RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

ADULT SUNDAY ScHooL meets at 9:15 am in the lounge every
Sunday.

CHILDREN AGES 3 THROUGH 5TH GRADE Wwill meet at 9:15 am for
Sunday School in the basement of the church (JAM Room).

2ND YEAR CATECHISM CLASSES: Second year class will meet every
other Sunday at 11:45 am.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLowERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.



ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell
Opening Hymn “Now the Green Blade Rises” No. 379

Rite of Baptism

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

Hymn “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” No. 451

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from

whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we
may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us
is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are
alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the
gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of
Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s
life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his
table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his
African home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their
encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is
baptized by Philip.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness
road.) ?’So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship *and was returning
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. *Then the
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” **So Philip ran up
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” *'He replied, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?”” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.
**Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
3In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
**The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet
say this, about himself or about someone else?”” **Then Philip began to
speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news
about Jesus. *°As they were going along the road, they came to some water;
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from
being baptized?” **He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.
**When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.
“But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31—Congregation responds in BOLD.

*From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
**The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live
forever!

27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.

*For dominion belongs to the Lord,
who rules over the nations.



#Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before
the Lord.

3'Their descendants shall serve the Lord,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

3!They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”

SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God,
whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see.
Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of
God is love.

"Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. *Whoever does not love does not
know God, for God is love. °God’s love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through
him. '°In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. ''Beloved, since God loved
us so much, we also ought to love one another. "’No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in
us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. *And we have seen and do testify that the Father has
sent his Son as the Savior of the world. ’God abides in those who confess
that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. '®So we have known
and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides
in them. ""Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.
B There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.
We love because he first loved us. *Those who say, “I love God,” and
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother
or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.
*'The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must
love their brothers and sisters also.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way.  When my heart is cold,
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Lord, let my heart; Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to St. John Chapter 15.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they
would have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart
from him, they can do nothing.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.
“He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. *You have
already been cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you.
*Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. °l am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can
do nothing. *Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ®My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.



(Please be seated)
SERMON Pastor Rayl

Sermon Hymn  “We Know That Christ Is Raised” No. 449

(Please stand)
Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer
P: Hear us, O Lord.
C: your mercy is great.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music FSJ Chancel Choir
Dr. Joan Walldorf, Director

Dr. Anthony Pattin, Piano

‘I am His Child”

Offering Prayer

P: Let us Pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and
earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
: We lift them to the Lord.

C
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
C: It is right to give our thanks or praise

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world
that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his
coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.



The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the
bread. Come and eat at God’s table.

(Please be seated)

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
tfo gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;
please make an X with your arms across your chest.”

If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
sustain you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Let us Pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table
before us and nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this
banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy
of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.

C: Amen.

Blessing
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and
the Spirit of Easter hope () bless you now and always.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “No All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” No. 367

Dismissal
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin

skkosk ok

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Bob Haar, Sherrie Haar

READER
Toni Wilbarger

SOUND BOARD
Beth Hugueley

skokosk ok

10



PERSONAL NEEDS PANTRY
URGENT NEEDS!

Please purchase full size items.

dish soap shampoo, child disposable razors
paper towel *laundry soap toothbrush, adult
toilet paper fabric softener sheets toothpaste, adult
*tissues *body lotion *sanitary pads
*deodorant *body soap band aids
shampoo, adult toothpaste, child toothbrush, child

This is a list of the items that will provide a month’s worth of
hygiene supplies to families or individuals in our neighborhood to
help them stay clean and healthy. We always welcome any
donations from our congregation members.

If you would like to donate items, please donate only full size
products as sample sizes will not last a month. If you would
prefer a Pantry volunteer to do the shopping for you, we welcome
monetary donations. Please make out checks to First St. John
Lutheran Church and write Personal Needs Pantry on the memo
line.

*denotes high need items for this month
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Living and Giving

Why do we treasure nurturers among us like mothers and fathers,
teachers, pastors, artists, poets and writers who stir up our
minds? Because nurture keeps us alive and allows us to function.
A baby dies without proper nourishment, and children can stop
learning without watchful instruction.

Jesus, the true vine, gives us, his branches, two primary
teachings about nurture. The first is that in order for the branches
to stay alive they must draw daily nourishment from him. The
second is to bear fruit and give away gifts of love as easily as we
breathe. Living and giving are central to the Christian life; God's
people live to give as they gather around water, word, bread, and
wine.

To avoid becoming dead branches we cling to Jesus for
life. This is the one who trampled death underfoot to give us life,
and though death still whistles an alluring tune that none can
resist, Christ rose from the dead to trump its rule and wrest us
from its grip. We live daily in Christ's life and eternally in his
resurrection.

Our joy each day is to complete the cycle of living and
giving. As we lean on Jesus we produce much fruit and avoid the
pruner's shears as they cut dead shoots. Because the Vine
provides our very life, we are able to share our fruit freely with
others. Giving away fruit completes the circle of life that Jesus
pumps into us; sharing our works of love and faith is part of his
new creation.

It is said that the dash on a tombstone represents a
person's lifetime between birth and death. This short stroke can
also symbolize the life of a Christian who depends on the Vine
for sustenance and shares fruit with the poor, unloved, and
downcast among us. A faithful branch receives life from the
Vine--life that blossoms into loving action for the sake of the
world.




