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February 11, 2024 Transfiquration of our Lord

Welcome to First St. John Lutheran Church! We offer two services
with Sunday School for youth and adults and catechism. Our
regular Sunday schedule is:

8:00 am Early Worship
9:15 am JAM Sunday School
9:15 am Adult Bible Study
10:30 am Late Worship
11:45 am 2nd Year Catechism
(every other Sunday)
2:00 pm Chapel Communion
(2nd Sunday of the month)

LIVESTREAM AND RECORDED WORSHIP: We livestream the service
on our church website at www.firststjiohn.com. Also, the service will
be recorded and published to the website

SMILE! YOU’'RE ON CAMERA: Please remember you may be on
camera during the livestream and the recording of the service.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please remember to silence your cell phone
before church begins. Thanks!

ADULT SUNDAY ScHooL meets at 9:15 am in the lounge every
Sunday.

CHILDREN AGES 3 THROUGH 5TH GRADE Wwill meet at 9:15 am for
Sunday School in the basement of the church (JAM Room).

2ND YEAR CATECHISM CLASSES: Second year class will meet every
other Sunday at 11:45 am.

NURSERY is in the church basement and is currently unstaffed; you
are welcome to sit with your child. A diaper changing table is
available in the ladies restroom in the basement of the church.

RESTROOMS are in the church basement. Go to the Narthex (lobby)
and take either set of steps to the basement hallway. The ladies
room is at one end, and the men’s room is at the other.

FLOWERS: If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, there is a
book in the lounge. Or, you can call the church office during the
week to check on availability.

MEMORIALS: If you wish to give a memorial in honor or memory of a
loved one, you may mail it in or pick up a memorial card in the
church office.



ORDER OF WORSHIP—10:30 am
Prelude Dr. Anthony Pattin

Ringing of the Bell (Please stand)

Opening Hymn “When Morning Glids the Skies” No. 853

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, creator of darkness and
light, word of truth, wind sweeping over the waters.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God, our rock and refuge,

C: we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but
have not always loved you. We have wounded one another
and sinned against you. We have not always recognized the
Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant.
Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your
good news to all.

Amen.

P: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken:
The time of grace is now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.
By the authority of (*+) Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are

God’s beloved.
C: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us share the peace of the Lord.

The congregation may greet one another by shaking hands, fist
bumping, or any other form of greeting with the words, “Peace be
with you.” We conclude the sharing of the peace by singing:

Hymn “We are Baptized in Christ Jesus” No. 451

Greeting
P: The grace given to us in Christ Jesus, the help of the Holy Spirit

living in us, and the power of God who calls us with a holy
purpose be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P: Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the

mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son,
and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
(Please be seated)

Announcements

Introduction

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end
with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of
Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending
and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest
friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As
believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’
face, because the same God who created light in the first place has
shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in
Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for
others to see.

FIRST READING: 2 King 2:1-12

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the
prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua
back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the waters,
demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great
prophet Moses.

'Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind,
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. “Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here;
for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and
as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. *The
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do
you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said,
“Yes, I know; keep silent.”

*Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But
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he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho. >The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master
away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”

SThen Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.”
But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So
the two of them went on. 'Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and
stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. *Then
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted
to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

*When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you,
before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” '°He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” ''As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. '“Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”
But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6— Congregation responds in BOLD.

' The mighty one, God the LORD,
speaks and summons the earth

from the rising of the sun to its setting.

2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines forth.

* Our God comes and does not keep silence,
before him is a devouring fire,

and a mighty tempest all around him.

4 He calls to the heavens above

and to the earth, that he may judge his people:

> “Gather to me my faithful ones,
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!”
® The heavens declare his righteousness,

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but
on the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the
light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry.

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. *In
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God. °For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is the
God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.

Reader: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)
Gospel Acclamation
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warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Gospel Announcement
P: The Gospel according to Mark Chapter 9.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become
apparent to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are
given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son

*Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured
before them, *and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. *And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus. “Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good
for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah.” ®He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.
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"Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice,
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” *Suddenly when they looked
around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. ’As they
were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Gospel Response
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Rayl

“Beautiful Savior” No.838

(Please stand)

Sermon Hymn

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer (Each petition concludes with this response)
P: Merciful God,
C: Receive our prayer.

(Please be seated)
The Offering

Offertory Music “Here’s One” FSJ Chancel Choir
Dr. Joan Walldorf, Director of Music

Dr. Anthony Pattin, Church Musician
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(Please stand)

Offering Prayer

P: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose
name we pray.

C: Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving

: The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

. Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good

news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to is disciples, saying:
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
all honor and glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us.

The Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and
see.
C: Come, take your place at the table.

(Please be seated)

The Communion (distribution will be continuous)

All baptized Christians, believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us
the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome
to gather at the Lord’s table. Infants, children and others who have
not been baptized are welcome to come to receive a blessing;

please make an X with your arms across your chest.”
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If you wish to receive apple juice instead of wine, place your hand
over your shoulder as you approach the person distributing the wine.

(After all have received communion, please stand.)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
sustain you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: : Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are
Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all
and to your glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Blessing

P: God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit
who dwells in you, () bless you and remain with you always.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” No.314

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Anthony Pattin
+++++++++++

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

ELDERS
Dick Haar, John Roth

READER
Carol Haar

SOUND BOARD
Dave Wilbarger
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2024 EASTER FLOWER SALE s
SPONSORED BY THE ALTAR GUILD . "'

It’s time to order flowers that will decorate the

church on Easter morning, March 31%. The price is

$15.00 per plant. You can choose a lily, daffodil, hyacinth, or tulip.
Fill out the order form below and place it in the offering plate or
mail it to the church. The final Sunday to order will be March 17™.
Payment must accompany your order. Make checks out to: First St.
John Lutheran and write “Easter Flowers” on the memo line.

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, March 17",
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Number of plants @ $15.00 each Enclosed: $
Type of plant:

(lily, daffodil, hyacinth, tulip)
Name
Address
City Zip Code
Phone

In Loving Memory of (Deceased)

In Honor of (Living)
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February 11, 2024 TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

Same Piece of Cloth

Today tells the story of the transfiguration, when Jesus took three
of his disciples up a high mountain apart by themselves: "And he
was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling
white." Here right before their eyes, Jesus was arrayed in all his
glory, in clothes like we have never seen before. Or, have we?

For, in fact, the garment Jesus wears on this day is directly
related to some other garments that we have seen before, many of
them on Sunday. They are all woven together. They are all part of
the same piece of cloth.

At the time of the baptismal bath, it is the custom to clothe
those who are drenched with water in white or to drape on them a
white tunic. When children commune for the first time, many are
dressed in white, just as they are again when they affirm their
baptismal faith at confirmation. Those who lead and assist in
worship wear white robes (called albs). And then, of course, there
is that Easter-colored cloth draped over the baptized at funerals:
the funeral pall.

All of those churchly garments point us to the dazzling
raiment we will one day wear in heaven on the ultimate sabbath,
when we too are transformed and transfigured. All of these
garments are cut from the same piece of cloth: God’s love for the
world and God’s fierce determination never to let death have the
final word.

The swaddling clothes of Bethlehem, the grave linens neatly
folded at the empty tomb, the clothing we use in worship, the
radiant clothes we will one day wear in heaven--they are all from
the same fabric. A love from God that will never let us go. Even in
the midst of death, this love always, always speaks of life.
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